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terial Facts, without allowing myſelf thoſe Libertion gene- 
1 L rally taken in Performances of this Kind. This Rule Mr. 
5 þ 7 2 ſeems to have had much in his Eye; and to me it ſeems 
a moſt juſt one, eſpecially where the Hiſtory, upon which the Tragedy 
is built, is univerſally known: For as Truth has Beauties which no 
Invention can equal, ſo in my Opinion it muſt be ſhocking to moſt People, 
f . either to hear or read the Actions of a Great Man, told in a diffe- 
rent Way from what they really were, or Battles and other material Oc- 
currences mention'd, that never happen d. 


have likewiſe always thought, that in Performances of this Kind, the 
1 main Deſign of the Author ſhould be to imitate Nature; and therefore, 
1 any thing bombaſt or too florid, is a greater Fault here, than in a Per- 
formance, where human Nature is only defcrib'd as it ought to be. Tra- 

a 2 * 


(iv) 
gedy is the Hiſtory of People, as they are ſuppos'd real ly to have been; 
and as Perſons there, ought, I think, be made converſe together in the 
familiar Way, ſo I have endeavourd to make the ſeveral Converſations, 
through this Performance, as natural as I could; and therefore have ex- 
cluded what is owing alone to the Power of Fancy, as much as was in 
my Power, in any Conſiſtency with giving Entertainmont to the Audi- 
ence, or to the Reader; only in the Converſations betwixt Lovers, I 
think there is nothing unnatural, nor fore d, to give way a little to Fancy 
and Imagination, becauſe, I believe, every Body who has known that Paſſion, 
will own that they naturally have their Room in ſuch Converſations, 


Longinus, who is own'd by every Body, to have laid down the beft 
Rules for Writers, particularly in the Way of Tragedy, excludes from 
it, the Nimis alta, which, as he obſerves, are not the Sublimia; and in 
another Place he mentions this as the proper Rule, by which the truly 


uſeful and ſublime is to be known, 2g. When there is a Vis & Impetus 


Inexpugnabilis upon the Hearer; that is, when the Judgment is at once 
carried into the Author's Reaſoning, and not where the Fancy is only 
tickl'd, this ſeems to be the Buſineſs of Low-Comedy and Farce, but is 
much below the Gravity of Tragedy. To ſhow the Opinion of that great 


Man, upon the ſwell'd, florid Way of writing, I ſhall fet down the Words 


of the Latin Verſion of his Treatife, upon the Sublime, the original Gree& 
not being ſo univerſally underſtood ; Vitioft , autem ſunt & in 1% % 


& in ſcriptis Tumores, qui nibil ſolidi i in ſe babent falſique ſunt, & qui 


fortaſſe ducunt nos in contrarium, nibhil enim (inquiunt) ſiccius eſt homine 
Vydropico. 


L have inſiſted the more upon this, becauſe. I heartily wiſh, that in 
Writings for the Stage, ſome Share of that Pains taken to tickle the 
Fancy, and make the Audience laugh, were beſtow'd upon inſtructing 
them ; in which Caſe; the Stage, inſtead of being complain' d of by the 
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graver Part of Mankind, would be to their Taſte. I have always been of 
Opinion, that a rightly regulated Theatre, wou d be of vaſt Uſe towards 

making Mankind better and wiſer ; for abundance of People will hear 
Truths with Pleaſure, when blended with the Entertainments of a Stage, 
2 who perhaps may not think 1 it polite en to hear them in a more ſacred 
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Place. A Man, be he ever fo abandon'd to every thing that's wicked, 


does not think he acts out of Character, when he hears Truths, diametri- 


cally oppoſite to his Way of Life, in a Play-Houſe ; ; and as no ſolid Argu- 
ment can be brought againſt the Duties of Morality, either in publick or 
in private Life, ſo young Folks are generally corrupted, more by Jeſts 
and Pleaſantry, than Reaſoning; and therefore, I think nothing would 
conduce ſo much to impreſs them with right Principles, as to make Uſe 
of the Entertainment of the Stage to put them in good Humour, and 


Truth will of Courſe force its Way, when it's heard without Prejudice. 


If you think I have tranſgreſsd my own Rule, and gone higher than 
Nature, in the Deſcription of my Heroe the Prince of Orange, read his 
real Hiſtory, and you'll be ſoon rectify' d of that Miſtake: And if you 
think the Characters of Prince Maurice and his Miſtreſs, are too compleat 
to be real, be convine'd of your Miſtake, by obſerving their Royal High- 
neſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Vales, whoſe mutual Happineſs, and Ten- 
derneſs for each other, exceeds that Deſcription, and whoſe Souls are 
_— full of Benevolence to their Fellow Creatures. 


As the great Deſign of Tragedy is to repreſent Virtue in a beautiful 
Light, either by making it bravely get the better of the Misfortunes of 
Life, or bearing them in ſuch a Way, as, that the Heroe tho' oppreſt ſhall 
appear more amiable, than another Man void of his Virtues, tho' crown'd 
with the greateſt good Fortune and Succeſs; ſo I believe, no Hiſtory of 


any Nation can produce a more compleat Heroe, than William the firſt 


Prince of Orange, whom our great Deliverer, King William his Grand- 
Child, ſeems to have followed as his Copy, both in his Conſtancy and 
Bravery. 


I lay my Account with this Performance being criticiz'd upon, but if 


it any Way contributes to recommend a Publick Spirit and Good-will to 


Mankind, I have my Intention ; and, ſhould it not be lik'd, the World 
may have ſome Amends made them, by my future Inconcern in Affairs 


of this Kind, 


The Length of ſome of the Paragraphs will probably be found Fault 
with; but, as Inſtruction was my Intention, I was ſometimes loath to in- 
terrupt 
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(vi) 
terrupt the Thread of an Argument; but, ſhou'd it ever be oreferited on a 
Theatre, Alterations: as to this could eaſily be made. 


1 have, in Imitation of the Antients, made the Narrative of Facts, 
much fuller than is now practis d. The Reaſon they give for this Method, 


is, that it contributes a great deal to heighten the Reader's Idea of the 


Heroe, when the Particulars of a great Action are ſet down. 


I thall make no other Apology, for publiſhing a Performance of this 
Kind-in Proſe, but this, that I think it's the moſt natural Way, for any 


[Treatiſe made up of Converſations, as Tragedy is, ſeeing no body in com- 
mon Life converſe in Verſe; I know the ordinary Method has been other- 


wiſe, both amongſt the Antients and Moderns, which I impute chiefly to 
this, that the Authors of moſt of the Performances of this Kind have 
been Poets: At the ſame time, I will be far from taking upon me, to con- 


demn a Method approven of by ſo many Authors, of much better Judg- 
ment than I pretend to have in ſuch Matters. 
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M7 SLE D by Fancy, or too fond of Art, 


Of Sound and Show, more ſtudious than the Heart, 


Modern Pretenders to Poetic Strain 
Attempt Dramatic Dialogue in vain, 
When Tragedy, the Muſe's fav'rite Child, 
T hey repreſent by Turns, graze, giddy, wild, 
And, as if Men convers'd in meaſur d Phraſe, 
Barter plain Senſe for loftineſs of Lays. 

Our Author, devious from the common Road, 
By dead and living Poets fondly trod, 
Dares follow Nature with a gencrons Strife, 
And copy Characters from real Life. 
Nor Rhime, nor Rant, his Dialogue confound; 
Eafie his Stile; his Senſe and Moral ſound ; 
Free from affected Rules, his Hero draws 
Aﬀerting Truth, and Liberty and Lars, 
What Patriots ſhou'd be, and what Naſlau w 
Naſlau, whom Godlike Onalities adorn'd ! 


Who Party Paſſions and Self-Intereſt ſcorn'd. 


Whoſe Glory few attain who emulate ! 


4 laſting Pattern to the Good and Great ! 
O may his Virtues living Princes fire, 


And with like Sentiments their Souls inſpire f 


Confirm d in Principles ſo juſt, ſo. true, 


May Wales, may Orange, keep like Ends in view, 
Orange and Wales, the Darlings of Mankind, 
The Props of Truth and Liberty defien'd ! 


| Happy the People, who ſuch Princes boaſt ! 


Happy the Princes, fhou'd their Lives be loſt 
For Liberty, for Property, for Laws, 


Truth and Religion, Humankind's juſt Cauſe, 
| The publick Good ſtill crown'd with Heaven's 


Applau iſe. 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


M E N. 


William Prince of Orange. 

Prince 3 Son to the Prince of Orange, i in Love with 
Aug uſta. 

Count lach, Lieutenant-General to the Prinos of Orange. 

Count Hoſtrate, a Nobleman of Holland, in Love with Eleonora. 

Count Teliguy, Son to Mr. Nua, formerly the Prince of Oranges Lieute- 
nant General, in Love with Eleonora. 

Mr. Boi ſſot, Admiral of Holland, 

Duke De Medina Sidonia, a Spaniſh Grandee, a Priſoner, in Love with 

Auguſta. 

Signor Romero, a Spamiard, a Priſoner. 

Schinche, a General in the Duke of Parma's Army, a Priſoner. 


Ollie; and Attendants, c. 


WOMEN. 
The Princeſs of Orange. 
Auguſta, Count Holach's Siſter. 


T — Princeſs of Epinoy. 
Eleonora, the Princeſs of Epinoy's Daughter. 


Women and Attendants, Cc. 
SCENE DELFT. 
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The greateſt of Men have, it's true, been Priſoners. Victory 


is not always the Reward of Conduct or Bravery ; Providence 


ay makes all our Endeavours to anſwer its Views. Being deſpiſed 
by the Perſon one loves, is likewiſe nothing extraordinary; 


made miſerable, and yet not able to blame the Cauſe of my Diſtreſs ; 
to ſee every Day the lovelieſt of Woman-kind, and be told by her I muſt 
not have the ſmalleſt Hope; and this always in ſo obliging a manner, 


A appears 


but to be civilly uſed, and yet be told I mult deſpair ; to be 


that every time ſhe pronounces Sentence againſt me, ſome new Charm 
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(3) 


. appears that makes my Chains the fafter. Add to all this, that her 


Soul is as incapable of Change, as her beauteous Form is proof againſt 


Deformity. This is Miſery indeed? this is Hell! becauſe it never can 


abate. © I can't complain in common with Mankind, but am a wretched 


. © Species all alone.” Other Ladies bring their diſappointed Lovers ſome 


ſort of Relief; Tome by harſh, ſome by deceitful, others by ungenerous 


Uſage ; but this Charmer of my Soul, the Count de Holach's Siſter, pro- 


nounces my Deſtruction in ſuch a manner, that I muſt ſee her Soul com- 
poſed of Tenderneſs and Generoſity, and can diſcover no Fault where I 
can find no Hope. © In her Looks ſhe bears a Paradiſe of ever-blooming 
* Sweets. Had I ten thouſand Worlds, I wou'd give them for her 
Heart ; but alas! this is a Bliſs far beyond my Deſerts. 'Thou Charmer 
of my Soul, thou faireſt Collection of thy Sex's Charms, may your Hap- 
pineſs be always equal to your Merit; may kind Heaven diſpoſe your 
Heart to feel ſome Part of what I feel for you; and if that cannot be, 


may you be happy in the Arms of one who loves you as I do, and whom 


you love with equal Warmth and Tenderneſs. 
Enter a Servant. 


Serv. May it pleaſe your Grace, here is a Letter come from the 
Prince of Orange, directed to your Grace. 


D. M. Sid. Bid the Bearer ſtay for an Anſwer, and ſee him want for 


nothing. Opens the Letter, and reads. 


* My Lord, | 


© 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ceeds from any Cauſe which is in my Power to remove, pleaſe to lay 
your Commands upon me ; chooſe any Place you incline to within my 


* $pain neceſſary for your Health, I ſhall uſe my Intereſt to obtain from 


* the States their Allowance for your going thither. I wou'd have had 


* the Pleaſure of waiting on you myſelf; but, at preſent, the publick 
Affairs make it impoſſible for me. I am, Ge. 


Was there ever ſo compleat a Hero as this Prince of Orange? This Let- 
ter does not ſurprize me; it's juſt of a Piece with all his Conduct ſince 
I have been his Priſoner. He has ſtill made his Favours follow fo faſt 
upon one another, that he has entirely gain'd my Heart. How ſtrange- 
ly do all Perfections center in hime In the Field he has the Brayery and 
Foreſight of Cæſar, and after a Victory is all Goodneſs to the van- 
quiſhd. When firſt I came to this Country, my Soul was ſo Diner of 

l N Pre- 


* 


8 


” I Was under great Concern, when I was inform'd ſome Days ago, 
1 that your Grace appear'd melancholly and uneaſy ; if this pro- 


Power for your Reſidence ; and if your Grace thinks the Air of 
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t not have perſuaded me to eſteem him; but I find the Man, my Sove- 
reign and his Court deteſt, is worthy of the Empire of the World. And 


* Sovereign, but the Prince, whoſe Priſoner I am, has ſtole away my Heart. 


ry and Conduct, but his Humanity. May Heaven never let me leave 
this World, till I ſhow my Gratitude to the greateſt and beſt Man that 


pend on change of Air; and that, in Death alone there is Relief. I 
hear a Noiſe of ſomebody ent'ring this Walk; and as all Company to 
me is {rightful —-T'll retire. 0 


ferences that have ariſen amongſt the States about the Civil Govern- 
ment: His conſtant Buſineſs is to do Actions great or good; in the Camp 
be is the Sword and Buckler of his Country; in the Cabinet he is the 
Oracle, by which all is directed. How often have I ſeen this won- 
2 drous Man in Battle do ſuch Deeds, that After-Ages will believe im- 


Life of every ſingle Man his own depended ? But when: engag'd, with 

Lion-boldneſs, all his Deeds are grac'd: Fearleſs and intrepid when 

Danger calls, and if, next Moment, Safety lies in Caution, he pre- 

ſently aſſumes Tranquillity and Calmnefs, and is equally. compos'd as 

in the Cabinet. But what you and I have ſeen, my deareſt Friend, are 

but a Sample of his mighty Deeds. You know my dear Father long ſervd 
as his Lieutenant General, and was made Priſoner endeavouring the Re- 

lief of Maeſtrichr, It was his conſtant Theme to tell us, liis Children, 

the Godlike Deeds of this accompliſſd Hero. 


W 
«37 | 
| Prejudice againſt him, that I thought an Angel come from Heaven could 


: when I, who am his Enemy, view him in ſuch a light, how can can he 


7 miſs of being ador'd by all his Countrymen, for whoſe Happineſs each 
Moment of his Life is ſpent 2 Oh! what a pain it is to be laid under 


| ſuch Obligations as I am to his Goodneſs, when I can ſcarce have any 
Proſpect to repay them? My Honour and my Duty oblige me to ſerve my 


5 


How happy is it for the King of Spain, that his other Grandees never | 
ſaw this Hero; to ſee him in the Day of Battle, and not think him, of | 
all Mankind, the greateſt, is impoſſible? And nothing exceeds. his Brave- | 


ever the Almighty made. Alas! did he but know my Heart, was my 

Soul within his View, he wou'd ſoon fee my Melancholly does not de- 

[ Exit. 
SCENE. II. 

Enter the Counts Hoſtrate and Teligny. 


Hoff. Do you know, my Lord, the Prince of Orange is arrived ? 
Telig. Yes, I do, my Lord, and his Errand is to reconcile ſome Dif- 


poſſible 2 With how much Caution does he form his Army, as if upon the 


e 


Hoſt. We have ſeen as much of this great Man, as muſt convince us 
there never was a greater; but when I recolle& theſs many wond'rous 
i A 2 Things 
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— —y-—- pi — 2 — 


uled to be unreſervd in all your Actions, eſpecially to me: Pray, clear 


K 
Things my Father told me of him, I think him more than human; ke: 
was his conſtant Companion both in the Army and the Cabinet, un- 
til he fell a Sacrifice to his Country, in that Battle where he com- 
manded againſt the Duke of Alea. When that dreadful Bugbear of Prieſt- 
craft, the Inquiſition, was brought into this Country, this great Man, 
tho then but young, headed the Oppoſition to it, It was by his Ad- 
dreſs the Confederacy was form'd at Ghent, amongſt the Provinces, for 
the Defence of Liberty; and during all the Duke of Alvd's Govern» 
ment, he alone hinder'd that Monſter from devouring all. What Mary 
but he could have in Thought projected to relieve his Country when in 
fuch dreadful Circumſtances? The Duke of Ava, that Monſter of Cru- 
elty and Oppreſſion, at the head of a numerous and victorious Army, 
the beſt diſciplin'd and beſt paid of any in the World: That Army !. 
by which the Emperor Charles had made the Conqueſt of ſuch large Do- 
minions ; the Country quite deſtitute of Leaders, two 'Thouſand of the. 
chief Inhabitants executed, for but bewailing the Miſery of their Country, 
amongſt whom the Counts Horn and Egmont, the firſt, Governour, the 
other Admiral, of Flanders, he himſelf an Exile in Germany with- 


out Eſtate, without Men, without Money. Then, he reſolves to fave. 


his Country, or to die attempting it. And after wreſtling for thirty 
Years with new, and (to every Body but himſelf) unſurmountable 
Diſſiculties, he has inſpired his Followers with ſo much Courage, that 
the Enemy dare not face us with equal Numbers. His Brother Adolphus 


kill d in the firſt Engagement, his two Brothers Lodovic and Henry 


killd in the next, he himfelf daily with Difficulties and Death ſurround- 
ded: Yet I have often heard my Father fay, he never did repine ; his 
conſtant Saying was, his Country muſt be free, or he muſt not live to: 
foc it lofe its Liberty. © 'Midſt all the Shocks and Injuries of, For- 
e tune, his Mind did riſe ſuperior and look down upon her.“ As in. 
the Day of Battle he always poſleſs'd the Bravery and Conduct of Scipio 


the African, fo he had great Fabinss Circumſpection. So wholly, ſo calm- 


ly was he Maſter of himſelf, that in the Night before a Battle he ſlept. 
{o ſound, that he had a Servant ſitting by to wake him at his Hour 
appointed. e | | 
But hark! who opens the Door leading to the Grotto 2 I thought the 
Voice ſounded like that of the young Princeſs Epinoy: By Heavens it's. 
ſhe, and with her Count Holach's Siſter. a | 
Telig. Methinks I obſerv'd a ſtrange Emotion in your Eyes, and Joy 
in your Face, at naming the Princeſs Epinoy; pray are you fo in her good 


Graces, my Lord, as to be ſo chearful at but barely naming her ? 


Heiſt. You have all of a ſudden affected an Air ſo peevith, upon my 
mentionhing her Name, that there muſt be ſomething you conceal, You 


Up- 


N fp, 


Jap theſe heavy Brows, and toll ma what you feel; and aſſurò yourſelf you 


*ſhall have my Sympathy, and all that the moſt tender Friendſhip can be- 


itowW. 
Telig. [Embracing him.] Forgive mo, my dear Companion in Arms, my 
worthy Friend, if I have, on this Occaſion acted any Part different from 
what you're uſed to. I own, my Happineſs, my. Lite, my all, depend 
upon that lovely Creature. I never knew what twas to envy you before. 
#1 appeal to you, if your being in Glory my Competitor, &cr made me ſhew 
the leaſt Deſire to blaſt your Fame. But Love like mine can bear no 
Rival, no not in Thought. And ſure it is impolhble for you to con- 
:demn a Paſſion the moſt extravagant, when its Object is a Collection of 
yell in Woman that is lovely. Ch! did you know, what I tee], the rack- 
fl ing Tortures and Uneaſineſs of Soul, you wou' d eaſily forgive my Jea- 


* 


” louſy, tho ever ſo ill founded. What a Maſter- Piece of Almighty Power 
is this beauteous Creature, her Face and Perſon lovely beyond the Pow- 
er of Deſcription; her Eyes a Compolition of Vivacity and Softneſs, and 

the Sweetneſs of her Lips can be outdone by nothing but the Words 
7 the utters ! But, alas! theſe Charms to me are nothing but Miſery and 
! Woc. From the firſt Moment I ſhow'd a Fondneſs for her Company, 
ſhe ſhunn'd me. She treats me with Diſdain and Haughtinefs, when 
all the World beſide are by her Smiles made happy. That Pride of 
Heart which would make ſuch Uſage from another ' intolerable, feems 


quite to have forſaken me. Spaniel-like, I fawn upon my crucl Perſecu- 
tor: Nay, what muſt aſtoniſh you, my Courage has deſerted me. In- 
# ſtead of courting Opportunities of acquiring Honour, my Heart ſinks 
within me, when I hear the Trumpet ſound, for fear it found a March, 
and force my Abſence. In ſhort, when J ſee her, I am quite miſerable; 
and yet without her I cannot enjoy Life. 5 0201 16 


» 


” ts * * * 


7 fine a Woman; the Deſcription you have given of her Charms are far be- 
lo their Merit: But perhaps the greatneſs of your Love makes you ima- 
gine her more cruel than ſhe is. As Fear in Battle greatly magnifies Dan- 


ger, ſo the leaſt appearance of Neglect in a Miſtreſs one adores, makes 


the Soul of the moſt intrepid tremble. This Heav'n-born Paſſion fires 
"+ I Sh 2 + 2 
each noble Soul. © The Brave; the Wiſe, the Virtuous, fink in Love's 


Chains together; the other Joys and Pains of Life can be felt, and ſilt 
the Soul remain compos d: but in Love the moſt ſteady Mind is drove 
out of its Byaſs. When Joy or Pain come from any other Cauſe, the Soul 
can feel them, and ſtill enjoy Reflexion: but Love, that heavenly Paſ- 
hon, when it fires a generous Heart, it occupies the whole Mind, fills 


make a Man inſenſible to every other thing. But hark the Gate opens 
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Hoft. 1 can eafily forgive a Paſhon, tho' ever ſo extravagant, for ſo 


every Chink, and therefore all the Pains and Pleaſures it produces muſt 


and 


— 
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and they probably are coming this Ways Let us retire, for they ſeem'd B 
; Exeunt. "mn 


inclin'd to Privacy. 


SCENE III. 
Enter Eleonora and Auguſta, 


leon. Well! I muſt fay, in .all my Life, I never ſaw a Man more in 


Love than the poor Spaniſh Duke your Slave: And what, in God's f 


Name, makes you ſo poſitive to make him miſerable? he is agreeable in 
his Perſon, of a fine Addreſs, his Character unexceptionable, repreſents 
one of the beſt Families in Spain, is a Duke, and has one of the greateſt 
Eſtates of any Subject. I dare ſay his Suit would be approved of by 
your Brother, and he could, for asking, obtain him Liberty to go Home; 


and to tell you honeſtly, I don't think we Ladies are obliged to dip ſo 


far in Politicks, as to refuſe a good: Husband, becauſe he has fought 
againſt a Country where we happen'd to be born, 

Aug. I do aſſure you, my dear Friend, it is impoſſible you can 
eſteem him more than I do; for I think he is one of the fineſt Gentle- 
men of the Age, and poſſeſs'd of many more Advantages than ever I de- 


ſerved ; but it's not impoſſible I may have Reaſons which you may think 


ſufficient to juſtify my Conduct. 

Eleon. Nothing can, in my Opinion, do it but your having a Lover 
who better deſerves your Charms, and I know none ſuch you can expect 
in this Part of the World. | 
Aug. If I could be ſo lucky. as to make a Conqueſt of the young 


Prince Maurice, do yqu think that would not juſtify my Conduct to the 


World and you ? | . 
Eleon. ( Afide.) Good God! how vain a Creature muſt ſhe be? She 
and I, it's true, are intimate Companions ; but it frets me to the Soul 


ſhe can imagine the Prince may ſee her Charms in a ſtronger Light than 


mine. Pray, Madam, may I ask you if the Prince has made you any 
Offer of his Heart, that makes you ſet ſo high a Value on your Charms e 
I had almoſt ſaid, a Value ſo unreaſonable ! 


Aug. I think, you ſeem. out of Humour, Madam, at my but ſup- * 


poling I could make ſuch a Conqueſt; had I thought it could have in- 
terfer d with your Happineſs, I'wauld ne'er have mention d ſuch a thing; 


but as you ſeem'd to me to be quite ſatisfy'd with the Conqueſt you had 


made of the two Counts. Hoſtraze and Teligny, fo I reckon d ſo much on 
your Friendſhip, that I believed you would not have envied my Happi- 


neſs; which had no Connection with them. Beſides, I am ſo ſenſible f 


your ſuperior Charms, that nothing could have made a Thought ſo far 


above me enter my Imagination, but my reckoning myſelf ſecure. Your | 


Batteries 
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Batteries were placed elſewhere : As to your Queſtion, If the Prince cer 

ade me an Offer of his Heart? I do aſſure you not; only he ſeems to 
have more Pleaſure in my Company, than I think conſiſtent with Indif- 
ferency, or only common Complaiſance. Had he a Soul, as moſt other 
Men, all he has ſaid to me would paſs for nothing ; but, as all the World 

fays, ne'er Prince poſſeſs'd more heroick Qualities, ſo great Souls are of 

alſhood free, even in appearance; and as Goodneſs and Humanity are 

Rue with all his great Qualities, ſo methinks he would not give me 

ſuch frequent Opportunities of obſerving the Charms he poſſeſſes beyond 
the reſt of Mankind, with a View to make me miſerable and unhappy. 
Ekleon. Don't think, dear Madam, I was out of Humour, the Thing 
was new, and indeed ſurpriz'd me; but now ſeriouſly, as a Friend, allow 
me to adviſe you not to loſe Certainty for a Hope ſo ſlightly founded; 
and, as you well obſerved, I can have no View of Intereſt in the Matter, 


nor any other but your Good. 


Aug. I thank you for your Council, I believe it comes from a Heart 
ſincere; but, if you pleaſe, leave this Subject, for I don't care to indulge 
myſelf in ſpeaking of a 'Theme that I am afraid is too agreeable to me, 
conſidering that I am far from being certain of the Prince's Inclinations. 
One thing is ſure, I think of no other Man with Pleaſure. But pray, 
which of your Lovers do you make happy? Your Choice is free, for the 
Princeſs of Epinoy, your Mother, can have no poſſible Objection againſt 
either. . 
iq Eleon. To tell you the Truth, they have both great Merit, they are 
both fond Lovers, and I deſign'd to keep them ſo. I was born with 
ſtrong Inclinations to make as many Slaves as poſſibly I could; and m 
Deſign was to enſnare the other Sex, without being catch'd myſelf; but 
don't know what's the matter with me of late. Count Hoſtrate gives 
me a Diſquiet I never knew before ; my Heart flutters with Joy when he 
Comes to ſee me: I hear him ſpeak with Pleaſure, and I feel a ſtrange 
Inclination to be in every Caſe of his Opinion; when J hear of any thing 
to his Advantage, I am pleas d; and when I think him in Danger, I am 
moſt unhappy. Since I have felt my Heart in this Condition, I am apt 
to ſay peeviſh Things to Count Tel/igny; in ſhort, I'm out of Humour 


Frith myſelf, except when this Count Hoftrate's with me. I wiſh, ſome 


time or other, I fall not in love with him; this wou'd quite deſtroy the 
plot I've follow'd all my Life. Lord! what a Pleaſure there is in teazing 
theſe Men, making them look ſheepiſh, and being one's ſelf quite eaſy ? 
eligny's Paſſion is ſo violent, and fo ſincere, that I have ſome Pity for 
Ihe Man; but Hoſtrate ſpeaks the Voice of Love in a manner ſo tender, 
end ſo moving, that one muſt have a Heart of Flint not to be touch'd. 
ne breathes the ſofteſt, the ſincereſt Vows, and in every Word he pours 
out all his Soul, and talks and looks like one tranſported” In ſhort, 
= he 
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Prince been a Man of mean Parts, I might have bore it with ſome Pa- 


(8) | * 
he has ſuch an Art of conveying his Sentiments into another's Heart, that 
I fee] ſomething for him that's more than Pity, I wiſh it be not Tender- 
neſs; one thing I'm ſure of, if all Womankind are born to ſurrender their 
Charms, I never can give up mine to any who deſerves them better. | 

Aug. If I am not miſtaken, poor Teligny is undone. Had Hoſtrate i 
been the unhappy Man, my Concern for him had been the ſame ; they 
are both Men of Worth, and I ſhould have been glad to have purſu'd this 
Subject further; but at this time I have ſome Buſineſs that obliges me to 
leave you, ſo I hope you will forgive me. : | Exit, 


Eleonora alone, 


What, in the Name of Wonder, ſhould have put that Queſtion in the ® 
Girl's Head? © If I can make a Conqueſt of Prince Maurice, would not * 
it juſtify my Conduct to the Duke?” In other things ſhe is not giddy, 
I never knew her build Caſtles in the Air; I don't know what is in it, 
but this Affair makes me confoundedly uneaſy, Prince Maufice, Sn 
and Heir to the great Prince of Orange, a Prince whoſe Perſon is a 


Charm, who now at ſeventeen Years of Age is eſteem'd a Hero; the 


4 ok 


Men all ſpeak of him with Wonder, and the Women call him by the 


Name of the Charmer. What have I been doing ? It's true, I have made 
the Conqueſt of two fine Gentlemen; and, till this Moment, I thought 
their Hearts the full Price of all my Charms. The Prince I reckon'd far 
above my Hopes, and therefore ne'er laid a Snare to entrap him. How 
ſtupid have I been, not at leaſt to form ſo glorious a Deſign ? Is..it to be 
borne, to ſee myſelf thus fool'd by a Girl of ſixteen Years of Age? All 
the World, it's true, think either of my Lovers worthy of me; nay, my i 
Mother, the higheſt ſpirited Woman living, thinks any of them worthy * 


of the Princeſs Fpinoy's Daughter, and I myſelf, till now, thought I had 


done Wonders. The Count de Haſtrate might be put in balance with 
any body but the Prince of Oranges Son, Good God! the very Þ 


Thoughts of this being barely poſlible, ſtings me to the Soul; A Girl, 2 
my Inferior in Birth, and at leaſt in Beauty not Superior to me, that ſie 


ſhould make a Conqueſt that the greateſt Queen in Europe might be proud 
of, and all this under my very Noſe, and where every Day my Charms 
were ſeen; this is a Mortification I cannot, will not bear; nor is it in- 


deed to be bore by Fleſh and Blood. Had the Prince made his Addreſſes 
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hat Frience; I might have thought his want of Taſte occaſion'd the Prefe- 
ler- Frence, but here every thing concurs, to make me the moſt wretched and 
1cix miſerable Creature living. Its true, I love Count Haſtrate well enough 
to marry him; but how can I bear to ſee the infinite Diſtance betwixt 
ate her Husband and my own? How can I approach her as my Superior, 
hey whom I could never reckon as my Equal ? Its true, ſhe has great Good- 
this zneſs, and woud make a gentle Uſe of her Superiority ; but no matter, 
> to he wou'd ſtill be my Superior. Her Behaviour might add Luſtre to her- 
is, ſelf, but rather ſhews me in a worſe than better Light. It muſt not be- 
" ſomething muſt be thought of to prevent a Miſchief ſo terrible, ſo in- 
 Ftolerable. Tl retire to my Cloſet, and form the Scheme fo neceſſary to 
ny Quiet. 1 [ Exit. 
. SCENE IV. 


Auguſta alone, walking in her Garden. 


Dare I indulge the happy Thought, that Prince Maurice is my Lover? 
If he is, never was there Woman near ſo happy; and if not, never one 
= fo miſerable. But how can I juſtify this to myſelf, to fall in Love be- 


= fore he has declared a Paſſion for me ? I hope there is nothing in it but 
15 4 what is innocent ; ſure what is impoſſible to prevent, can be no Fault. I 
ght have, for long time paſt, ſeen every Day the moſt agreeable Gentle- 
far man in the World, a Prince born poſleſs d of all the great Qualities other 
"a Men acquire by long Experience; a Prince admir'd by his own Sex, and 


Fog ador d by ours; Son to the great Prince of Orange, the Darling of 
All Mankind. I could not miſs to ſee him far ſuperior to all his Sex, with- 
out eſteeming him; and Eſteem for a young Prince ſo lovely, could not 
but turn very ſoon to Love: But one thing, for the Honour of my Sex, 
I never will depart from; rather to.chuſe Death, than to diſcover the 
tender Sentiments of my Heart for him, till once he makes a Sacrifice of 
his to me. 9 8 = 
vir, 1 Enter Prince Frederick- Maurice. 
67 Pr. Fr. Maur. Madam, I am your humble Servant; I wiſh I have not 
Hud, diſturb'd your Retirement; if my coming is unſeaſonable, I ſhall retire, 
tho when I do, I leave behind me all I hold dear and precious. | 
Aug. Your Highneſs, I believe, is welcome to every body you honour 
with a Viſit, and I ſhould be aſham'd to be the only Perſon in ſenſible of 
0 ſuch a Favour; but pray, if I may take the Liberty to ask it, what is 
the meaning of your being in Boots? 2225 | 
Pr. Fr. Maur. 'This Moment my great Father ſent for me, and gave me 
Orders to be ready at a Moment's Warning to mount my Horſe : He told 
me I was going on an Expedition, where 1 might purchaſe Honour, bid 


\ 


he has ſuch an Art of conveying his Sentiments into another's Heart, that 
I feel ſomething for him that's more than Pity, I wiſh it be not 'Tender- 
neſs; one thing Im ſure of, if all Womankind are born to ſurrender their 
Charms, I never can give up mine to any who deſerves them better. 
Aug. If I am not miſtaken, poor Teligny is undone. Had Hoſtrate 
been the unhappy Man, my Concern for him had been the ſame ; they 
are both Men of Worth, and I ſhould have been glad to have purſu'd this 
Subject further; but at this time I have ſome Buſineſs that obliges me to 
leave you, ſo I hope you will forgive me. | [ Exit, 


Eleonora alone. 


What, in the Name of Wonder, ſhould have put that Queſtion in the 
Girl's Head? © If I can make a Conqueſt of Prince Maurice, would not 
it juſtify my Conduct to the Duke?” In other things ſhe is not giddy, * 
I never knew her build Caſtles in the Air; I don't know what is in it, 
but this Affair makes me confoundedly uneaſy, Prince Maurice, Son 
and Heir to the great Prince of Orange, a Prince whoſe Perſon is a 
Charm, who now at ſeventeen Years of Age is efteemd a Hero; the 
Men all ſpeak of him with Wonder, and the Women call him by the 
Name of the Charmer. What have I been doing? It's true, I have made 
the Conqueſt of two fine Gentlemen; and, till this Moment, I thought 
their Hearts the full Price of all my Charms. The Prince I reckon'd far. 
above my Hopes, and therefore ne'er laid a Snare to entrap him, HoW- 
ſtupid have I been, not at leaſt to form ſo glorious a Deſign 2 Is..it to be 
borne, to ſee myſelf thus fool'd by a Girl of ſixteen Years of Age? All 
the World, it's true, think either of my Lovers worthy of me ; nay, my 4 
Mother, the higheſt ſpirited Woman living, thinks any of them worthy ® 
of the Princeſs Fpinoy's Daughter, and I myſelf, till now, thought I had 
done Wonders. The Count de Hoftrate might be put in balance with * 
any body but the Prince of Orange's Son. Good God! the very ® 
Thoughts of this being barely poſlible, ſtings me to the Soul; a Girl, 
my Inferior in Birth, and at leaſt in Beauty not Superior to me, that ſhe 2 
ſhould make a Conqueſt that the greateſt Queen in Europe might be proud 


of, and all this under my very Noſe, and where every Day my Charms 
were ſeen; this is a Mortification I cannot, will not bear; nor is it in- 
deed to be bore by Fleſh and Blood. Had the Prince made his Addrefles 
to ſome Monarch's Daughter, I might have thought it no Reflection on 
my Charms, and imputed it to ſome other Cauſe than preferring her to 


me: Reaſons of State, a Picture drawn to Advantage, twenty Reaſons 8 
might have been found out to have kept me eaſy ; but here I can ima- 
gine no other Reaſon for his Choice, but downright Love. Had the 
Prince been a Man of mean Parts, I might have bore it with ſome Pa- 
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hat tience; I might have thought his want of Taſte occaſton'd the Prefe- 
\Frence, but here every thing concurs, to make me the moſt wretched and 
miſerable Creature living. It's true, I love Count Hoſtrate well enough 
Fo marry him; but how can I bear to ſee the infinite Diſtance betwixt 
Zher Husband and my own? How can I approach her as my Superior, 
hey whom I could never reckon as my Equal ? It's true, ſhe has great Good- 

"meſs, and wou'd make a gentle Uſe of her Superiority ; but no matter, 
ſhe wou'd ſtill be my Superior. Her Behaviour might add Luſtre to her- 
 Felf, but rather ſhews me in a worſe than better Light. It muſt not be 
" *ſomething muſt be thought of to prevent a Miſchief ſo terrible, ſo in- 
tolerable. I'Il retire to my Cloſet, and form the Scheme ſo neceſſary to 


the SCENE IV. 
i s | WS | : 
0 F Auguſta alone, walking in her Garden. 
5 ; | | 
3 Dare I indulge the happy Thought, that Prince Maurice is my Lover ? 
ic a If he is, never was there Woman near ſo happy; and if not, never one 
th ſo miſerable. But how can I juſtify this to myſelf, to fall in Love be- 


© © fore he has declared a Paſſion for me? 1 hope there is nothing in it but 


the | > what is innocent; ſure what is impoſſible to prevent, can be no Fault. I 
Ade 8 : | l 
aht have, for long time paſt, ſeen every Day the moſt agreeable Gentle- 


r man in the World, a Prince born poſſeſs'd of all the great Qualities other 
far CE? Fs . - . * 9 . 

Ven acquire by long Experience; a Prince admird by his own Sex, and 
"3 adord by ours; Son to the great Prince of Orange, the Darling of 


'N Mankind, I could not miſs to ſee him far ſuperior to all his Sex, with- 


but turn very ſoon to Love: But one thing, for the Honour of my Sex, 
I never will depart from; rather to chuſe Death, than to diſcover the 
tender Sentiments of my Heart for him, till once he makes a Sacrifice of 


10 7 1 , his to me. | 
irl, 8 Enter Prince Frederick- Maurice. 
20 Pr. Fr. Maur. Madam, I am your humble Servant; I wiſh I have not 
5 1 diſturb d your Retirement; if my coming is unſeaſonable, I ſhall retire, 
em 28 tho! when I do, I leave behind me all I hold dear and precious. 
„ Aug. Your Highneſs, I believe, is welcome to every body you honour 
eſſes W 5; 

with a Viſit, and I ſhould be aſham'd to be the only Perſon inſenſible of 


ſuch a Favour ; but pray, if I may take the Liberty to ask it, what is 
the meaning of your being in Boots? 5 PTY | 
Pr. Fr. Maur. This Moment my great Father ſent for me, and gave mo 
Orders to be ready at a Moment's Warning to mount my Horſe : He told 


Tho me I was going on an Expedition, where I might purchaſe Honour, bid 


\ 


y Quiet, | [ Exit. 


out eſteeming him; and Eſteem for a young Prince ſo lovely, could not 
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me remember I was his Son, and what I owed my Country. He ſaid no #4 
more, only that Count Haſtrate was to command the Expedition, whoſe. 
Example he bid me imitate, and to remember that Honour was far pre- 
ferable to Life. hs 

Aug. It wou d ſeem from this, that your Highneſs is to riſque your Life. 
(Like to faint.) With your Highneſs Leave, I'll fit down a little, Iam © 
fatigu'd with walking. TT N 
P. Fr. Mau. As for my Life, I was born to ſerve my Country; and 
when its Service requires it, Death or Life ought to be equal to me—— 
But, Madam, there is ſomething ſtill worſe than that; Abſence, cruel yp 
Abſence, from all that to me is lovely, from Heaven, from you! allow *® 
me, thou Charmer of my Soul, to give vent to ſome Sentiments of Heart 
I have long ſtruggled to conceal, till ſome Service done my Country 
ſhould have entitled me to your Eſteem ; but Nature can ſtrive no lon- 
ger, I am going where whither Death or Life will be the Conſequence, 
Heav'n knows I could not think of leaving you, in whom my Soul 
does dwell, without telling you. the Language of my Heart, of which. 1 
my Looks, my Words, and all my Actions, for ſome time paſt, have ſo. * 
much told you as will make it no ſurprize: Thou lovely beauteous Crea- 
ture, thou dear Object of all my Wiſhes, thou fair Collection of all that's 


charming in Womankind, and all that Heav'n thinks good. (Kneeling.) 


Permit me at your Feet to breathe the Language of the moſt ſincere, the 
moſt unfeigned Love that eer exiſted in a human Breaſt, © Thou 
*“ deareſt Miracle of Heav'n's Hand, adorn'd with all Perfe&tions! Oh! 
did you know the Rage, the racking Torments of a Love-ſick Heart, 
your Goodneſs, your gentle Nature muſt at leaſt afford me Pity: Your 


Love, your Heart I can never deſerve; and yet, without that Bliſs, this 


World to me is but an empty Defart, and all its Joys inſipid and diſtaſte-  ' 
ful. Even Love of Glory, Fame and Honour, is but a ondary Paſſion 
in my Soul; might I but hope I had a Place within your Heart, with 
how much Joy and Pleaſure ſhould I fly to execute my Father's Orders ? 
Danger then wou'd to me appear worth courting, becauſe a worthy 
Deed wou'd cultivate an Intereſt in your Breaſt, _ 

Aug. Riſe, Sir, the Conqueſt of your Heart does much exceed my 
Merit; but to ſee the great Prince of Orange's Son, the riſing Wonder of 
the Age proſtrate at my Feet, is by far too much for you to do, or me to 
ſee. 

P. Fr. Mau. By all that's good and ſacred, by your dear ſelf, by all 
the Hopes of that Heaven of Bliſs, which you and you alone can give, 1 
will not ſtir till you pronounce me wretched or blefled : Can I leave the 

only ſhe for whom I wiſh to live, uncertain of her Sentiments ? perhaps 
ſome lucky Rival may profit by my Abſence ; nay, till I know my Fate, 
here ſhall I fix d remain 2 — 
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— If. you pronounce me happy, then with what Raptures ſhall my Soul be 
no F1'd, with what a Stock of Courage ſhall I fight, with how much keen- 
ofe geſs ſhall my Sword deſcend upon my Country's Foes 2 but if the Fates, 
re- o Miſery, nay, what to me is worſe than Death, deſign me, by exclu- 
: Hing from your Heart all that Love and Tenderneſs J feel for you, they 
ite. f ave now furniſhed me with an Opportunity of loſing Life and Happineſs 
am together: I ſhall with Pleaſure doom myſelf to Death, and die amongſt 
my Foes, and dying think of you the dear Author of my Death, without 
he leaſt Reſentment, and wiſh you may be happy in the Arms of one 
— whoſe Heart may feel the ſame Tenderneſs I do, and who may be ſo 
happy as to move your Heart with ſuitable returns 

Aug. (Taking him by the Hand.) Riſe, too charming Prince, hope 
very thing from me your Merit deſerves. As for a Rival, Prince Mau- 
*Fice can have none ; neither in the Eſteem of Men, nor in the Hearts 


on- of Women, I fear I have ſaid too much, but leſs I could not, without 


ce, Diſſimulation, and I ſhould rather chooſe you blam'd me for too much 
dul Openneſs, than Cunning, which I think much below a Perſon ſo great a 


F Enter an Officer. 


* Officer. As I was juſt now upon Guard, the commanding Officer gave 


he me poſitive Orders, to ſeek your Highneſs every where, till I found you, 
ou and to acquaint you that the Prince your Father wanted you immedi- 
h! Etely. I hope your Highneſs will forgive my knocking ſo hard; nothing 


on al My lovely, beauteous Angel, ſure never Mortal was halt ſo happy as 
th. I am: Did you not ſay I had no Rival, and that I was not to deſpair of 
s Four Eſteem ? ns 5 
ny, Aug. Ves I ſaid as much, and perhaps think more in your favour than 

Prudence bids me ſay. - 5 
1 1 P. Fr. Mau. Will you then, thou dear Joy of my Life, my only Trea- 

ſure, ſeal my Happineſs with a Kiſs upon which I may live during my 
to Abſence from all my Heart deſires? _ 


Aug. I will- (Kifes her.) But now I muſt put you in mind of your 


ul Father's Orders; and I doubt Prudence forbids your longer Stay. 
I P. Fr. Mau. How can I leave ſo much Excellence; nothing could make 
It poſſible but this; I go in Hopes to doſome Action worthy your Eſteem ; 


As 
© 


| 
= B 2 "+ . you 


Prince eſteems, But heark (Knocking at the Door.) let us fee who that 


* : 
(Exit Officer. 


PS always thought you poſſeſs'd of all the Charms that e er your Sex could 
Poaſt of: But in how true a Light does this laſt Piece of Conduct place 


1 


4 
* 
— 
* 
7 
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— 
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vou? Had you tormented me for Years together with all that Load of | 


Ills that are the neceſſary attendants of Uncertainty, even then I ſhou'd 


have thought myſelf beyond Expreſſion happy, if in the end you had made N 


this Declaration; but how infinitely ſtronger are the Ties of Gratitude 
you lay me under, than what the Obligations are that our Sex owes to 


Ss. . 
Fa kD. A, N 
. 


yours commonly? a Beauty conſcious of her Charms muſt make the Price 1 


of giving our Sex Hope, no leſs than Years of Doubts and Attendance, by 


which indeed they ſhew their Power but in a cruel Light ; but you, tho' 
conſcious that never Mortal was ſuch a Slave to Woman's Charms as Iam 
to yours, have at once, without a cruel Word, without a Frown, with- 
out the leaſt Abuſe of that abſolute Command you had o'er my Heart, 
declared me the happieſt of all Mortals. Tis hard to tell whether the 
hold you have got of my Soul, is ſtrongeſt upon the Foot of Inclination 
or Generoſity; or whether I adore your Charms or Goodneſs moſt : One 
thing I am ſure of, that while I have a Being, while I have any ſenſe of 
Beauty, Goodneſs, Generoſity, or Openneſs of Soul I muſt remain your 
Slave. Oh ! may kind Heav'n bleſs me, by putting it in my Power to 


reward ſuch matchleſs, ſuch unheard of Merit with ſuitable Returns, 


and may my Life be one continued Round of Love and Gratitude, and 


Gratitude and Love. 


Ang. 1 feel a Joy in all your Highneſs ſays beyond the Power of i 


Words to utter ; but I muſt entreat you for my Sake to call to mind 


your Father's Meſſage ; and I hope kind Heaven will ſoon give us ano- 
ther Opportunity, perhaps your ſtaying longer may be hurtful to us 


both: 


P. Fr. Mau. By Heavens! you have rous'd a Thought within my *N 


Soul, which the Pleaſure of your Company made me quite forget. I 
hear my Father and the Council have been talking of another Match 


for me; ſo it's proper we keep our Secret, till a convenient Occaſion offers 


to compleat our Bliſs : Therefore III retire ; and, except this had been 


the Caſe, leaving you had been impoſlible : But, before I go, bleſs I 


me with your good Wiſhes, and then I'm ſure, Heaven's on my Side. 


Aug. May Happineſs and Succeſs ſtill attend the braveſt and the |: 
beſt; and if kind Heaven this Prayer hears, I am fure of your Succeſs. 
P. Fr. Mau. Farewel, thou lovelieſt of thy Sex! Farewel, how ma- 
ny Deaths are in that Word, and yet I muſt depart. If I ſtay, I loſe my 
Honour, and ſo in her Eſteem muſt ſuffer. If 1 go, I may do ſomething 7! 
worthy her Applauſe. ( 4/ide.) Madam, one parting Kiſs----- (They kiſs, 
He retires Step by Step. They look at one another moſt Janguiſhingly ; 
when he is on the other Side of the Garden Door fhe calls aloud (Prince 
Maurice.) On his opening, ſhe ſays nothing, but that he wou'd ſhut the 
Door in a confus'd Tone of a Voice ; he enters again, and begs another 


parting Kiſs, then retires as before. 
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Auguſta alone. 


Perhaps I have ſaid too much, eſpecially ſo ſoon ; our Sex will blame 
me that I have ſo eaſily ſurrender'd, ſo ſoon quit Power, ſo ſoon my ſelf 
been caught. One thing is certain, if they love as I do, and treat the 
Man they love with Haughtineſs, they muſt not act with Openneſs o“ 
Heart, their Words their Thoughts belye. Now ſure Religion, Natural 

and Revealed, teaches that Lying is a Sin; and why, in this alone, muſt 
Hypocriſy be a Virtue, and in other Caſes mean? Beſides, how can our 
Sex eſteem a Man they think is void of Generofity 2 And yet methinks 
Ingratitude can never lodge within a generous Soul. If ſo then, are we 
to imagine that Mankind are ſo degenerate from Humanity, that they 
like us better when we give them Pain than Pleaſure 2 No, it's impoſlible ; 
at leaſt, I am ſure Prince Maurice has a Soul as far above ſo vile a Taſte, 
as he excels the reſt of Men in all that's Great or Good. Oh ! did he 


ſee my Heart, did he but know how difficult a Task I had 'twixt Modeſty 
and Inclination, how oft my Arms were half extended, to claſp him in 


my Boſom, how oft my Heart put Words upon my Lips, full tenderer 
than what he ſaid to me, and yet much ſhort of what my Soul did feel, 
how little Reaſon would he have found for all his Fears and Jealouſies 2 
But Why do I indulge myſelf? The Thoughts of Happineſs! that fills my 


very Wiſhes, He is, it's true, all Charms, and all Perfections; but then 


he's fearleſs and intrepid ; Death to him is nothing, when his Honour 


4 calls him to it. I tremble at the Thoughts of what may happen; my 


All's at ſtake ; Heav'n, I fear, had form'd him too like itſelf to let him 
long remain a Companion to Mortals. I'm: quite diſtracted with my 
Fears, I wiſh I may have Strength to carry me to my Apartment before 
ſome fainting Fit expoſe me, | hh Exit. 


Enter Auguſta s Woman. 


Where can my Lady be, ſure ſhe was here with the Prince within theſe 
few Minutes, I ſaw him from the Window proſtrate at her Feet? I'll 
take care your Highneſs ſhall pay, conformable to your Quality, next 
time you call, or my Miſtreſs ſhall have a Head-ach, or ſome ſuch thing, 
and can ſee no Company, Well, theſe Men have in their Temper a cer- 


_ tain Impatiency to ſee their Miſtreſſes, which does nobly ſuit us Ladies 


Women ; and we, for the moſt part, know how to uſe them to a Hair. 
Perhaps ſhe is gone to her Cloſet Ill ſeck her there... [Exit. 


SCENE 


1 
1 
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SCENE V. 


Diſcovers Auguſta ſitting on a Conch in her Cloſet, direfting a Leiter, 
when her Woman comes in. 


Aug. You are come in good time; carry this Letter immediately to 
Count Hoftrate's Lodging, where youll find Prince Maurice; deliver it 
to him, and conceal yourſelf as much as poſſible ; and, on Pain of my 
Diſpleaſure, ſay nothing of your Errand to any body. by 


JV . 
Count Hoſtrate and Eleonora in her Lodgings. 


Hoſt. Well, Madam, was you capable of a Fault, I would of Cruelty 
accuſe you ; you cannot but know I love you to Diſtraction, and yet you 
have no Pity for what I ſuffer ; no Sympathy, though I am in 'Torment. 
My Heart has been your's, and your's alone, ſince ever I beheld theſe 
Eyes, and yet you wont fo much as give me Hope, but ſeem to make a 
Jeſt of my Diſtreſs. Conſider, Madam, that Nature form'd your Sex for 
ſoft endearing Offices: Sure Beauty ought always to be accompany'd with 
Pity, and a tender Heart, otherwiſe it ſhould not have the Effect defign'd 
by Heaven, to make the World'bleſs'd and happy. EE | 

Eleon. If we Ladies ſhould divert ourſelves a little at your Expence, 
it is but repaying you in your own Coin; you ſigh, and ſob, and ſwear, 


and Love pretend; and all is but Grimace, for you can do the ſame to 


the next Face you meet with, 
Enter ber Woman. 
' May it pleaſe your Ladyſhip, the Prince of Orange's Secretary deſires 
Admittance, and ſeems in haſte, | "vp 
Eleon. Bid him enter. EY 9 5 
Secret. This Moment my Lord the Prince of Orange deliver d me this 
Packet, with Orders to deliver it to you out of my own Hand; as he 
wrote it himſelf, I know not the Contents. I ſought your Lordſhip at 
your Lodgings, and being told you was here, I came, having Orders to 
deliver it where-ever I ſhould find yo. 
C. Hoſt. (Reading the Letter.) Pleaſe give my Duty to his Highneſs, 
and tell him his Orders ſhall immediately be comply'd with. [Ex. Secret. 
How happy am I in the Eſteem of the greateſt Man on Earth? Was 
but my Love as much favour'd by kind Heav'n as my Ambition b, bow 
3 | | appy 


WNT is OE - BY 1 
Rappy and how blefs d ſhould I be ? Pleaſe allow me, Madam, to read 
the Cover to my Orders ( Reads.) 


. Tord, 

W HE Moment this comes to hand, make yourſelf ready to coms 
ww mand the Troops that are to execute the Enterprize within- 
« mentioned; you have a Liſt of the Regiments to ſerve under you, the 
© Place and Hour appointed for the Rendezvous, by which you'll ſee you 
© have no time to ſpare, The General who commands againſt you, is 
© one of the beſt. and moſt experienc'd in the Duke of Parma's Army. 
* Remember you are that Great Man the Count de Hoſtrate's Son, that 
* Noble Patriot, who ſpent his precious Blood in the Defence of the Li- 
* bertics of his Country; ſhew yourſelt worthy of ſuch a Father. Adieu--- 


Fleon. 1 do not underſtand. theſe Marks of the Prince's Favour ; becauſe 


he loves you, he puts you on a difficult Expedition, where he apprehends 


great Danger; I won't ask the Particulars mentioned in your Orders; but 


pray, do you think the Hazard great? I hope your Life's in no Danger 
C. Hoſt. (Aſide.) If Jam not miſtaken, ſhe puts ſome Value on my Life. 
now is the Time to move her Heart, it muſt not be neglected. 
Madam, I have no time for Words, my Orders being poſitive to depart 
this Moment; as for the Danger of Battle, it's like caſting of the Dice for 
Life. It's true, much depends upon the General's Caution; but as for 


me, ſure never Man had more Reaſon to be laviſh of his Life. Next to 


Love, Ambition is my favaurite Paſſion ;, and ſeeing I can't gain your 


Heart, Life to me is uſeleſs, and I no'er can dye more gloriouſly, than in 


a Battle. By doing ſo, III be recorded a Martyr for my Country, and 


perhaps my Death may create ſome Tenderneſs even in your Heart, which 
to me has always been Steel or Adamant? If fo, I dye contented. Madam, 


farewel ; may you be always happy whatever be my Fate. 


Eleon. Pray ſtay a Moment---( 4/ide.) I now begin to pity Men in Love, 


from what I feel. Pray what do you deſire of me, my Lord? 

C. Haſt. All I deſire is this, if I return victorious, may I be happy in 
your Love 50 

Eleon. If you act that cautious Part, you ſay a General may do, have 
Hope, but otherwiſe none at all; for a Man that's cruel to himſelf, muſt 
be cruel to her he loves. (Aſide.) I dare truſt myſelf no longer, my 
Heart will betray me; may Heav'n grant you Succeſs, be careful of your 
Life—— Farewel. (She runs away, be runs after her. 
Ci. Hoſt. I had a thouſand kind Things to ſay: I fear I have been too 
harſh ; if kind Heay'n bleſs me with a Sight of her again, I ſhall make 
full amends. The Buſineſs of my Life hall be to watch all Opportuni- 
ties to make her bleſs d and happy; and I hope I ſhall now have it in 


my 


| 


(469 


1 + Ds | . EN _ = 
my Power to purchaſe her Eſteem, by doing ſomething worthy of the 


Lover of the Princeſs of Epinoy's Daughter. . FER 


50 be OR 

Enter Prince of Oratige, unt Holach, Count Teligny, Barnevelt Ad. 
vorate for Holland, and the other Members of the States, with the 
Princeſſes of Orange and Epinoy. Officers and Guards, 


P. of Or. (To the Princeſs Epinoy.) There is no body, I do aſſure you, 


Madam, could have come hither, who is more agreeable to every body, 


than the Princeſs Epinoy; beſides the Qualities which make you, amongſt 


your own Sex, remarkable, your brave Defence of Tournay, in Abſence 
of the Prince your Husband, muſt remain as long as Hiſtory exiſts, a 
Subject of Admiration : What matchleſs Love to your Country, what a 
noble Senſe of Honour muſt have fir'd a Soul, capable ſo far to forget 
the Softneſs of her Sex, a Softneſs of which you ſeem'd form'd in a 
diſtinguiſhed manner, as to make you act a Part worthy of the greateſt 


General, It will ſcarce be credited in Hiſtory, that the firſt Military Eſſay. 


of a Lady ſhould have been a Maſter- piece of Military Honour. We 

can't enough expreſs the Senſe we have of the Service you did your 
Country: But the Meeting of the States have, by an unanimous Reſolve, 
order'd me to tell you, that during your ſtay here, you are, Madam, to 


have a Seat in Council, and a Vote in all Matters that concern the Pub- 


lick; and the Honour of your Aſſiſtance will be a moſt particular Favour 
done to them and me. 5 „ 

Pr. Epin. I am much indebted to your Highneſs and the States, for ſo 
great a Piece of Confidence put in me. What I did, was from a Prin- 
ciple, which, I hope, ſhall, till Death, continue with me, that Liberty 
and Property are what alone give Life a Reliſh: Without theſe, all's 
inſipid; becauſe nothing can, with Certainty, be enjoy'd without theſe. 
A fond Wife is not ſure of her Husband, nor a Mother of her Children; 
and therefore all who think, muſt plainly ſee, that their own Safety lies 
in this alone, Their Country's Liberty and Weltare,— 

Pr. of Or. Theſe are Principles worthy of ſo great a Perſonage ; theſe 


are Principles which muſt protect us from the Power of Hain; if every 


Soul was caſt in ſuch a Mould, how happy ſhould the World be? The Great 
would ſee their Power was given for no other Cauſe but this, to make 
thoſe happy whom Heav'n makes ſubje& to them; and Subjects ſhould, 
with Pleaſure, ſerve their Maſters, if they did plainly ſee, that in their 
Succeſs their own Safety lay, ——— [ Exeunt. 
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SCENE VIII. 


Scene diſcovers Avgufta in her Cloſet. Her Woman enters in a great 


—Durry. 


Aug. You have been very long in carrying your Meſſage. 
Ihm. However I have brought the Prince's Anſwer---- 
(Auguſta tarts up, Snatches the Letter, and Reads, 


1 . Beauteous Lovely Charmer, 
* T This moment got your Letter, which I value more than Life; 
© ſeeing you tell me my being careful of it is agreeable to you. 
* Aſſure yourſelf your Orders ſhall be obey'd, as far as is confiftent 
* with my Honour, and more, I know, is not your Meaning. I have now 
© no doubt of Succeſs in all I go about, ſeeing Heaven cannot be deaf to 
ce your Entreatics, which I know are on my Side; your Image ſhall till be 
* before my Eyes, and you alone ſhall be the Object of all my Thoughts, 
* ”till I be ſo happy as to be raviſh'd again with a Sight of your Charms. 
«© The General being already gone, I am oblig'd to conclude. Farewel, 
* thou Charmer of my Soul, my Treaſure, thou only delight of my Heart, £ 
Farewel. I am c. 


pray how got you acceſs to the Prince--- 

Jom. With great Difficulty; but you know he has a  deviliſh | quick 
Eye, he ſpy'd me amongſt the Croud, and immediately beckon'd me. He 
walk'd into a Parlour, and having read your Letter, wrote this An- 
ſwer ; then giving his Service to you in the moſt obliging manner, moun- 
ted his Horſe, and putting Spurs to him, was out of Sight immediately. 
Well, he is a fine Prince, wou'd your Ladyſhip think it ? he gave me a 
Purſe of Gold, without eer counting it, which I find contains more than 
a Hundred Piſtoles. 

Aug. Pray how look'd the Prince? 

Tom. T.ook'd he! why he look'd like the Prince, the moſt agreeable 
Man theWorld ever ſaw; ſure nobody is ignorant that Prince Maurice i is 
the beſt lock d Man alive--- 

Aug. Did he look chearfull or uneaſy, gay or ſad ? 

Mom. He look d as if he was going about ſomething much to his Taſte. 
Aug. Did he ask you any Queſtions about me, what I was doing or the 
like ; or did you mind in what Words he gave his Service to me ? 5 

ont. To tell you the Truth, I was ſo ſurpriz d with the Purſe of Gold 
that I did not mind ſuch Trifles : : But well I do remember he faid theſe 
Words, 'This is but a ſmall Part of what I intend for you. 


Aug. Well, go your WAYS, 'till I call you. | 
C e 


S 


Eleonora and Count Teligny. | 
Approach you, Madam, as one does Heav'n, with Joy, 
and yet with Dread ; in ſeeing you alone my Pleaſure 

E lies; and yet the Fear I have no Place within your 
Heart, makes Life and all its Joys a Burthen to me: 


Hope, and Fear, and all the mighty Tribe of 'Paſhons raisd by Love, 
diſtract me. JJ ͥͤ 8 
Eleon. That is the common Cant of all you fine Gentlemen; you're 
born to flatter and deceive our Sex; you ſay a thouſand pretty Things 


to every Female whoſe Face or Perſon pleaſes you, I am your Flame 


at_preſent, but to-morrow another pleaſes more ; like Bees, from Flower 
to Flower you-range about; and when we are fooliſh enough to make 
you what you call Happy, you leave us as a Flower already ſuck'd, fly 
to new Conqueſts, and make the ſame Declarations, by which you de- 
ceived the laſt deluded ſhe, till you turn old; and then if you reform, 
it's like Repentance upon Death-bed ;. no. more you have Occaſion for 
what you thought worth all theſe pretty Speeches. 1 A 
C. Telig. That Falſhood, Ficklenefs, and Cunning are common with. 
our Sex, I don't deny; but all Men are not made with the ſame Frame 
of Soul, nor Way of making Love; nor are all Women equally poſleſs'd 
of Power to keep a Conquelt, which their Charms have made;——IFf 
Men, who by Nature love not Variety, do. alter, it is becaufe the Object 
of their Love appears leſs lovely, or another ſhe has a fuperior Stock of 
Charms; but you, Madam, are one of thoſe whoſe Beauty ſtrikes like. 
the Meridian Sun, and whoſe Charms do never ſet: To change from 


you, is utterly impoſſible ; you have no Equal, all others of your Sex are 


made. as Foils to you, by which your Charms have an exalted Luſtre, 


and ſhine with double Force.——'The happy Man, to whom you give 


your Heart and Perſon, can have no other Thought of ranging, except- 
ing this, to range from Charm to Charm, from one Beauty to another, 
and from Grace to Grace; each Beauty which your lovely Perſon does 
adorn, each Charm of which your Soul is all compos d, does far excel 


tho whole Collection in any other Woman. But why do I thus talk of 


what to me is nothing elſe, I fear, but Miſery and Woe e Theſe heavnly 


Charms to other Arms than mine are doom'd. 


Eleon. Pray what makes you think that I'm to ſacrifice myſelf to any 
of your Sex ? Power is a pretty Thing; and the very Moment a Woman's 
deere | Heart 


——ç 


and that very Thing I bought at fo high a Price, has proved my De- 
- C 2 ſtruction, 


(19) 
Heart is touch'd with Love, ſhe gives it up, and frequently by that loſes 
the very Man for whoſe Heart her Snares were laid —Nay, my Lord, 
I'll make my Charms always continue new and agreeable, by keeping 
them at diſtance from you. The Paſſion of your Sex is like the dancing 


of a Fly about a Candle; the Moment that it touches what it ſeems ſo 


fond of, dies. But pray tell me, who is it you ſuſpect to be your Rival? 
C. Telig. Will you then, upon Honour, tell me if I gueſs right ? 
Eleon. Perhaps I may, but Ill promiſe nothing, ſpeak out 
C. Telig. I imagine Count Hoftrate is the happieſt of your Lovers. 
Eleon. ( Aſide.) What unguarded Thing mult I have done or ſaid to 
ſhew him this? Pray, my Lord, if it ſhould be fo, could you blame my 


Choice? I own, was I to truſt my Happineſs to any Man, none has more 
Merit, he has the Favour both of his own Sex and of our's; nay, you 


yourſelf have often mentioned him with great Applauſe; and to crown 


all, the Great Prince of Orange: believes him ſo deſcrving, that he has 


pick'd him out, and truſted to his Conduct, and his Bravery, an Expedi- 
tion of the greateſt Conſequence, even at this Moment. L 
C. Telig. I think of Count Haſtrate with Eſteem, and know the Prince 


has employ'd him, as you ſay. I was intitled to it as the eldeſt Officer, 
and his Highneſs made me the Offer of it; I ſhitted going, upon Pretence 
of want of Health. It's ſo far true, I am no more myſelf ſince I beheld. 


thoſe fair Eyes ; I did prefer the Pleaſure of gazing on your Charms, to 


Honour, and to Fame, and thought that Sacrifice would plead ſome Me- 


rit with you----And if it ruin'd me with the Prince, with all Mankind, 
no matter, ſo I loſt not you. 8 
Eleon. It is ſurpriſing that you ſhould know the Princeſs of Fpinoy's 
Daughter ſo very little, as to imagine that her Eſteem was to be gain'd 
by not obſerving your Duty to your Country. Count Flyſtrate has a 
Soul caſt in another Mould, his Heart's as tender as the yielding Maid, 


and yet he ne'er neglects his Duty, nor his General's Orders. If I believ'd 


J had his Heart, I ſhould act unjuſtly, and below myſelf, to make his 
Abſence, in his Country's Cauſe, to turn out to his Prejudice. 


Enter Eleonora's Voman. 


Madam, the Princeſs your Mother wants you immediately. 
Eleon. My Lord, farewel---When you have an idle Moment, I ſhall be 
glad to ſee you. : 


- 


Count 'Teligny alone. 


Was ever Creature ſo compleatly wretched as I am? I have forfeited 
my Honour, Fame, and Glory, to have this Opportunity of ſeeing her ; 


[Exit with Mamani 
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Diſcovers the Prince of Orange dictating to his Secretary. 


1 7 51195 + Enter 8 Nenn, 11 oy 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, the Duke de Medina deſires Admittance: 
Pr. of Or. Bid him come up Stairs, and ſhew him the Way. (To his Se- 
cretary.) Duke de Medina Sidonia enters. The Prince embraces him. 
ö D. Med. Sid. The many Favours your Highneſs has heap'd upon me 
| ſince I was vour Priſoner, has made my Debt of Gratitude ſo high, that 
| I muſt, during Life, remain your Debtor ; but now, I hope, kind Heav'n 
has put into my Hands an Opportunity by which, at leaſt, I ſhall have 
Occaſion, of being of ſome uſe, to you and to your Family. 5 
Pr. of Or. Your Grace to me lies under no Obligation, I have done no 
more than what Humanity requires. By Chance of War you was taken 
' Priſoner, I found your Nature noble as your Family is, and ſhould have 
been unworthy of the Truſt put in me by my Country, had I negle&ed 
an Opportunity to convince your Grace, that though at the Court of 
Spain we are beſpatter'd, by the Names of Traytors, Rebels, and every 
Name that's bad, yet that we know our Duty to Mankind, and are in- 
capable of not diſtinguiſhing ſuch Merit as your Grace poſſeſſes. 
D. Med. Sid. (Bowing low.) By a Courier laft Night from Spain, I 
have received Powers to treat of Peace, betwixt the King my Maſter 
bf and this Country, and am allowed to offer this Preliminary, That it ſhall 
1 be quite independent on the Crown of Spain, form its own Government 
1 as you approve, only paying him Homage, and owning him Superior. 
Pr. of Or. For Peace and Liberty, I and my Country have for thirty 
15 Vears been fighting; but ſo much Blood muſt not be ſpilt for nothing: 
3 The Cruelties, the many barbarous Actions uſed by his Order or Allow- 
ance, have looſed us from any Claim he had, as being our Sovereign. 
Protection from a Sovereign to a People, and their Obedience, are Things 
Tl reciprocal ; he is ſent by Heaven to protect Mankind from all thoſe many 
1 Ilts, which, of a State of Nature, are the neceſſary Attendants.— It was 
= for this Society was form'd, twas for this all Governments were made; if 
Subjects are refus d Protection, if inſtead of being a Father to his People 
a Sovereign proves the People's Enemy, then they arc his of courſe; for 
in Nature's Law, there is no ſtronger Principle, than Self-defence: If your 
i ln 8383 Scvereign 
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j Sovereign has any Peace to offer, this muſt be a Preliminary, That he 
E treats with us as a free and independent State. 
D. Med. Sid. The above is all I am impower'd to offer; but by a pri- 


4 Upon this Condition, 
and this alone, I ſhall convey his Offer to the States. 

vate Letter from the Prime Miniſter, who is my Friend, I've reaſon to 
expect the King of Spain may yield the Sovereignty of this Country to 


vou, and to your Family, upon paying a ſmall Tribute. I have employ d 
all my Friends tobring this Thing about: I owe this to you; and no great- 
er Joy can poſſeſs, than this, to ſee your Highneſs Great and Powerful. 
Pr. of Or. Your Grace ſhews you think better of me, than I do of 

= myſelf; but pleaſe to know, that my Ambition lies not in Power nor 


Greatneſs ; next to the Duty I owe Heav'n, I think, to further and pro- 
mote the Good and Happineſs of Mankind, is the greatcft Joy, and by 
far, moſt worthy of a Man.----If the King of Hain would grant to me, 
and to my Family, the Sovereignty of my Country, I would refuſe it; it's 
what he has no Right to grant, nor I to take: Beſides, I would not care 
to truſt myſelf with ſo much Power; I am not certain but I might abuſe 
it; and ſure no Perſon is ſo much expos'd to Heaven's Diſpleaſure, as a 
Prince who turns drunk with Greatneſs; and if I ſhould follow the Paths 
of Virtue, how am I ſure my Heirs will do ſo too ? No my Lord, no good 
Man will care to be above the Law, if Juſtice is his Aim; the Law to 
ſuch a Man's agrecable, it's his Guide, and therefore my Intention is, to 
fix this State upon a Baſts, that no Man in it ſhall have too great a Power, 
that ſo the Law may have its Courfe. By this the Publick muſt be hap- 
py, when each private Man is bleſs d ; believe me, I would not change 


that I am thought the Father of my Country, by every Man, whatever 
State of Life he is in; where-c'er I go, the Peopb bleſs me, my Safety is 
in all their Prayers to Heav'n; their Lives, their Properties, their All is at 
my Service. Ih 
this, to ſce them and their Families bleſs'd and happy. My higheſt Wiſh 
is this, to fix my Country's Freedom, my next to die, before ſhe is enflav'd. 


own Intereft? Liberty alone is Parent of Induſtry ; from that alone flows. 


where with all his Wealth, or he turns diſpirited, and loſes all Taſte of 
Induſtry and Labour. Whereas, a People enrich'd by Liberty, and a juſt 
Government, neer grudge their Treaſure when they are ſure it's call'd 
for in their own Defence, and that the Government has no bad Views; 
whereas, Oppreſſion makes a People poor, and all the Government can 
take, is not ſo much by far, as what they would with Eaſe and Pleaſure 
pay, were they but free : Beſides, when ſuch a Government's attack'd by 
foreign Powers, they can expect no Aid from ther own Subjects, except 

8 | what 
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Conditions with the King of Spain; I have the Pleaſure to reflect, 


And why? Becauſe they know I have no other View but 


How ill do Monarchs judge, who graſp at Power that's abſolute, for their 


Wealth, and Power from this. If a Man's oppreſs'd, he either goes elſe- 


be unconquerable. The King of Spain's Treaſure is exhauſted, his braveſt 


4 22 ; - "9p 
what Force obtains, and very often are pull'd down by their own Pe- 
ple; who, from being Slaves, can fall no lower, and therefore always 
ſeek their Eaſe from Changes. 3 


Enter Prince of Orange's Secretary. 


Secret. The Hour for the meeting of the Council is juſt truck, of which 
your Highneſs deſir d me to acquaint you, 0 _ 

Pr. of Or. I ſhall always be fond of every Opportunity to ſhew my juſt th 
Regard unto your Grace's Perſon ; and when the King of Spain ſhall offer 11 
Peace on ſafe and honourable Articles, his Offer ſhall be heard with Plea- 
ſure. Tm your Grace's humble Servant. Exit. Trumpet found. | 


Duke de Medina Sidonia alone. 


There never was a human Breaſt inſpired with ſuch a Soul; his whole | 
Lite is a Circle of Actions Great and Good; to deſpiſe a Sovercignty, is 
ſomething inconceivable; a People headed by ſuch a Man, muſt always 


Troops are cut in Pieces, there is an abſolute Neceſſity for his making 
Peace, to prevent the Loſs of all the Netherlands : This Anſwer I'll re- 


turn by the Expreſs. Shall I ne'er be able to repay the great Civilities 1 Wc 


have received from this great, this wondrous Man? How heavy is a Debt It 

of Gratitude till it is repay'd? In Politicks I've had bad Succeſs, Ill try In 

Love next. It's near the Hour my beauteous Miſtreſs's Woman bid me WV 

call for her, and gave me ſome faint Hopes of ſeeing her; may Heav'n 

ſoften her Heart, and make her feel ſome of that Tenderneſs, with which 

ſhe hath inſpir'd me. . [ Exit, 
. SCENE III. 


Diſcovers Auguſta's Woman in her Anti- Chamber. 


26 Enter Duke De Medina Sidonia. 


Nom. It was juſt at this Time the Duke of Medina Sidonia appointed 
to meet with me. I'm your Grace's moſt humble Servant; you are, I 
ſce, exact to your Appointment. 5 
D. Med. Sid. You gave me ſome Hopes of ſeeing your Lady; and in 
ſuch a Caſe, I muſt be either ſtupid, or exact; for no other Entertain- 
ment could juſtle that out of thought with one who thinks of her as I 
do.----Plcaſe accept of this Purſe of 100 Piſtoles. 
Mom. ( Afide.) Why this is no more than t'other gave for carrying of 
a Letter; it would not be conſcientious to do this for him at as ſmall a 
Price; 'To make Hay when the Sun ſhines, is a Saying both old ang 
LS goo 
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" Sood. I muſt mind it, this is the main Chance. Faith.----- An't pleaſe 
as Four Grace, my Lady is much indifpos'd ; ſhe is not dreſs d, and it will 
Hot be poſſible for me to get you introduc'd juſt now; but you may be af 
Fured I'll take the firſt Opportunity of doing it, for I never was ungrateful. 

D. Med. Sid. To make you ſome ſmall Amends, in caſe your Lady 
Pe offended, there is a Purſe of another hundred Piſtoles. 

ich Mom. Why really your Grace is ſo obliging, that one can refuſe you 
_ Mothing; Tl rather venture to diſpleaſe her than neglect obliging you: But 
the Affair muſt be manag'd in this Way, when ſhe rings the Bell for me, 
ll forget to ſhut the Door, ſhe then will be in ſight of you, and you 
know her good Manners will oblige her to ſpeak to you. 

1 5 (Bell rings, ſhe pulls him near. her Lady's Chamber-door. 
D. Med. Sid. (Bowing from the Anti-Chamber.) Madam, I am your 
zwoſt obedient Servant. 


dle my Woman has been much to blame in not telling you I ſaw no 
is ompany to Day. I have been a little indiſpos'd, and hope your Grace 
ys vill forgive my ſeeing you in fo bad a Drels ; I rather chuſe to do it, than 


eſt that your Grace ſhould take the Trouble of calling and not ſee me. 

ng D. Med. Sid. You know, Madam, every Dreſs you are in muſt be agree- 
e- ſable to one who thinks of you as 1 do; but I find Nature is not content 
; I Ito make you a Beauty the moſt compleat that ever the Almighty made; 
bt it has made your Soul juſt as perfect as that lovely Perſon whom it ani- 
ry mates; to ſee you and not love you is impolſſible, and to hear you ſpeak 
ne without Eſteem, quite inconſiſtent with the Uſe of Reaſon. 

Aug. I know your Grace is partial in my Favour, and both your Me- 
it, and the Law of Gratitude, as well as my own Inclination, oblige mo 
o eſteem you. 5 The 

D. M. Sid. Madam, I'm obliged to you for your Eſteem, it's more than 
I deſerve from ſo good a Judge; but to one who asks the warm Returns 
of Love, cool Friendſhip is Cruelty, it's Death: Love alone can give me 
Happineſs. I love you beyond Life itſelf; you are my only Pleaſure, 
my All, my Heaven; I hope the Powers above will pardon the Eu- 
preſſion ; for fure J am, if Heaven be a State of Bliſs, as great as the 
Soul can taſte of, as Wiſh itſelf can reach, then all my Soul deſires is 
his, that I may have your Heart as you have mine ; this, this alone kind 
Heaven I ask. If Heaven is greater Joy, it is not Happineſs, for it's not 
Ito be borne. | = TD 
Aug. You know I always told your Grace, more than Eſteem I could not 


I 

eive, and ſhou'd be ſorry to be the unhappy Cauſe of giving one Diſquict, 
of Mor whom my Friendſhip is ſincere, and whoſe Happineſs I with. I there- 
a Wore muſt entreat your Grace not to give way to Love, where ſuch Returns 
d s you deſerve are quite impoſſible, 


D. A. 


Aug. (Coming from her Chamber.) 1m your Grace's humble Servant; 


1 ͤmuſt condemn myſelf, and of your Choice approve, Prince Maurice, 


( 24 ) " 

D. M. Sid. You are ſo rooted in my Heart, that to live, and not love 
you, are things entirely incompatible, things that cannot be. Was mine! 
a Paſſion of the common Sort, had Intereſt, or Reaſoning given riſe to it 


then to Advice I might be ſubje& ; but mine's a Paſſion far ſuperior toll 
all the Precepts of Philoſophy, or Reaſoning ; perhaps it might be wiſe & | 
to quit the ſearch of Happineſs, which I ne'er can hope for: But what 
to do has Wiſdom's Precepts with what by Reaſon can't be comprehen-® 
ded my Intereſt ; your being Proteſtant, every Confideration the World 
call reaſonable were againſt deelaring myſelf your Slave; and doyou think | 
it poſſible, that when at firſt my Reaſon was too weak to keep out Love, 
that now, when he poſſeſſes all my Soul, when my Heart and all its Ave. 
nues are fully in his Power, that he by Reaſon can be diſpoſſeſs'd > No. 
one thing I am ſure of, that Death alone can cure me: did you hate me, 
believe me, Madam, I would not Happineſs deſire at fo high a Price, as 
giving you Uncaſineſs; but ſeeing you own I am ſo bleſs'd, as that I amnot® 
ſubject to your Averſion, forgive me, my dear, my beauteous Angel, to ask, 
why do theſe Lips pronounce a Creature miſerable whom you can ſave, 
from Hell, and on whom you Heavn can beſtow, without being yourſelf| 
unhappy. Do not the Powers above, whom you reſemble, delight in| 
Goodneſs, and in Mercy. _ | 1 
Aug. 1 owe your Grace too much, to refuſe an Anſwer to your Que- 
ſtion ; Ill therefore open to you, without Reſerve, my Heart. I know 
you have Honour, and can keep a Secret. All I ask's your Word, that 
what I am now to tell you, ſhall to all the World be a Secret. 224 
D. Med. Sid. IJ promiſe, and by Heavn ; nay, by yourſelf, I ſwear it. | 
Aug. Your Grace will then pleaſe know my Heart's engag'd, and, I be- 
lieve, in ſuch a way as you cannot condemn me: Aſſure yourſelf then, 
upon Honour, that had I never ſeen Prince Maurice, I ſhould have you, 
_ preferr'd to all Mankind. 3 | Tr = 
D. Med. Sid. Nay, now I'm miſerable without a Poſſibility of Eſcape 


2 
1 
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the Delight of every Eye, a Prince without Fault; all I ask, ſince he's| 
my Rival, is this, that you prefer me to all the reſt of Mankind, except 
the Prince; if this you grant, I can expect no more, 

Aug. If 1 loſe the Prince by any other way than Death; if Intereſt, a 
better Choice, or any other Cauſe, make him forget me, then I promiſeſ 
to prefer you to ail the reſt of Mankind; but if he is in Battle ſlain, or dies 
preferring m2 to all my S2x, I'll live the Widow of his Wiſhes, the little 
time I live; and that prefer to all this World, and weep till Death affords 
me kind Relief. I hope your Grace will now allow me to retire, I'm far 
from being weil I do aſſure you. (Retires, the Duke bows vit h 


ſpeaking, 


Du. 


( 25”) 
Duke de Medina Sidonia alone. 


' to 1 How vain's this World ! how empty all its Joys to me! How welcome 
wiſe 8 Death, my only Friend, the ſingle thing can cure my Torment! To 
hat blame her is impoſſible! Even in bidding me deſpair, ſhe's lovely ! Her 
nen- Beauty muſt attract all Eyes, and her Prehemincnce of Soul all Hearts. 
orld All that I think of now, is how to die, and when (Drawing his Sword.) 
110k Can I ever chooſe a better Time than this, when all her Charms are 
ove, F frefh in my Imagination, when all my Soul's inflam'd by her dear Image ? 
we-. Lead me to the Grave, (Looking at his Sword.) where Nature weary and 


No oppreſs'd with Woes, may lay the Burden down --- There is only one 


me, thing ſtops my Hand, ſhe ſaid, that if the Prince ſhou'd make another 
> UF Choice, ſhe wou'd be mine. Now this is poſſible ; for J heard it whiſ- 
not per'd, that his Father and the Council were reſolv'd to marry him into 
ask, ſome foreign Prince's Family, by which Alliance the Publick might reap 
ave, Benefit. His Father's darling Paſſion is his Country; all his Views are 
rſelf bent this way; in this is all my Hope: If I am diſappointed, Death is ſtill 
it ung in my Power; and the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope is not to be neglected. So, 
till I ſee the Event, I am reſolv'd to live. 


oy SCENE IV: 
| Auguſta /ying on a Couch wiping her Eyes. 
(Riſing.) How terrible a thing's uncertainty! Perhaps this Moment he 


in Duſt and Gore. Oh ! may kind Heaven hear this my Prayer, ſpare him, 
ſpare him long for his Country, and for me; and if there is a Power above 
that envies my Happineſs, becauſe it's too like Heaven, then all I ask is this; 
neer may I ſee his Death, but may he cloſe mine Eyes, and may I in his 
Boſom reſign my lateſt Breath. O Love! thou dear deſtructive Paſſion, 
thou laſcious Poiſoner of the Calms of Life, what a dreadful Interval of 
time thou makeſt ſince laſt we parted !_ 


Euter her Woman. 


rd Mom. I ſee the Princeſs Epinoy's Daughter juſt entered the Gate, is your 
x far Ladyſhip to be ſeen 2 — 1 
2. Aug. J am to her, and to no Body, except her Mother and the Princeſs 


king of Orange. (Exit Woman. 


Du 


D-. Enter 


lies a breathleſs Corpſe, cover'd o'er with Wounds, his lovely Face lying 
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Enter Eleonora. | 


Fleon. 1 was forry Madam to be informed, you was indiſpos'd ; it's cur= 
rent in the Town, that too anxious a Concern for Prince Maurice has 
given you the Vapours; I contradicted the Story; I ſaid I was ſure you 
was too wife to pretend any Concern extraordinary about him. But 


twixt you and I, I wiſh you're not in earneſt, in imagining the Prince 


thinks of you, as you did infinuate, laſt Time I ſaw you; the Duke you 
are ſure of, but the other is far above what any of us can hope for. 
Ang. The Town is in the right, if it believes the Prince's being in Dan- 


ger does much affect me. The Prince his Father cannot be immortal; and 


next to him he is his Country's only Hope, on whom its All depends. So 
except I forget my Country, I can't miſs to wiſh his Safety; and if I 
have the ſmalleſt Reaſon to believe I have his Heart, you'll own my 
Concern ſhould ſtill be greater. O12 
| Eleon. Well, I am vexed to ſee you thus concern'd about a Prince, who, 
I am very ſure, thinks not of you; but if you will be laught at by him, and 
every Body elſe, I cannot help it; go on in God's Name; I have given 
you Warning. ns 
Enter Princeſs Epinoy. 


Pr. Ep. I am glad, Madam, to find you are better: I was told you 
was ill. V 0 . 

Aug. I am ſtill not very well, but I hope my Diſeaſe ſhall ſoon be | 
Over. | | ; 

Pr. Ep. (To ber Daughter.) 1 expected you would have ſtaid at home 
upon this Occaſion. Count Hoſtrate commands juſt now an Expedition, 
that is dangerous; and laſt Night, when it was late, Count Teliguy ſet out 
to ſerve under him a Volunteer: This I had from good Authority; a Gen- 
tleman who ſaw him to his Horſe told me, he ſaid, at parting, with an 
Air moſt reſolute, that he ſhould certainly hear of his having done ſome- 
thing extraordinary, or that he was no more among the Living. You are 
favoured by both theſe Gentlemen's Eſteem ; they are both moſt worthy 
of a ſuitable Return; you run a riſque of loſing both of them; and whe- 
ther do you think it would be full as decent for you to be at home ad- 
dreſſing Heaven for their Safety as making this a Day of Viſiting and Di- 
verſion? However you are in the beſt of Company; ſo Ill leave you to 
be inſtructed by her. 2 [ Exit. 

Aug. Well, you are the happieſt Woman in the World; nothing makes 


you uneaſy, nothing fits down upon your Spirits. If you think ſo well of 


any of theſe two Gentlemen, as to think him worthy of you, good God, 
how can you be ſo eaſy, when they are both caſting the Dye for Life? It 
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you was in any Danger, in what a Fever ſhould they both be in? and 
does not Gratitude, tho you felt no Tenderneſs for them, create in you 
Concern. 

Eleon. Yes, indeed; I ſhou'd be ſorry to fee them dead; but it's time 
enough to {hew Concern for any Man, after one has ſurrender'd to him 
All. As long as Beauty laſts, we are not bound to the other Sex 
for loving us. And after that is gone, they ſoon take up with ſome 
other Face that pleaſes them: So all they do is to pleaſe themſelves; 
and 1m reſolvd to make of my Power the beſt Uſe that I may, as long 
as Youth and Beauty laſts, and not quit the Pleaſure of making as many 


Men as I can ſigh and whine, and whine and ſigh, until I make an Ab- 


ſolute Surrender of All, before the Prieſt, and then I muſt reſolve upon 
Subjection, whether I will or not. 


Aug. Had I your way of thinking, I ne'er would marry. I hope 


to have ſtill more of ſuch akind of Power as I deſire after I am married, 
than before ; that is, a Power which is the Conſequence of having a 
Man's Heart. Indeed, a Beauty haughty of her Charms, and who per- 
haps docs plague her Lover for Years, before he gets her, nay poſſibly, 
aiter Marriage, ſtill over-valuing her own Perfections, is not to be ſurpri- 
zed, her Husband takes his 'Turn of Power when the Bloom of Youth and 
Beauty's at an End. But as there are ſtill Men of Generoſity and Ho- 
nour, I am convinced that if our Pride, and too high Notions of our 
Charms, wou'd allow us to uſe a Man of real Worth with Goodnefs 
and Eſteem, we mult, by that Uſage, fix ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions in his 
Heart, that no Change neither in our Perſon nor Condition would leſſen 
them. In ſhort, in my. Opinion, there is but one way for us, to come 
at Power, and that is, to pretend to none. For it we have his Heart, 
in whoſe Power we are, we are Subject in Name, but he is really ſo; 
we ought to make uſe of our Youth and Beauty, to make ſuch Impreſ- 


ſions on his Heart, that no Time can eraſe; and then, without forfeiting 


his own Generoſity, he never can forget his Duty to us. - Our Fault 


lies here; we truſt our Conqueſts all to Beauty, and when that is gone 


if we have no other Way, to preſerve his Heart, we are but in poor ta- 
king. But if our Way was equally obliging, as if we had no Beauty; 
if we ſtill made it the Buſineſs of our Lives, to make the Man we marry 
happy; if we made Virtue and Goodneſs ſtill our Study, this would 
make our Husbands really bleſs'd, and Gratitude and Generoſity, as 
well as Inclination, wou'd all concur in them to make us ſo. Don't we 
often ſee that homely Women make Husbands happicr than Beauties 
do? Why ? Not that Beauty is not a thing moſt amiable ; but the Beau- 
ties of the Mind are more laſting, and thoſe Women ſeck theſe Per- 
fections having nothing elſe to truſt to: Whereas great Beauties are ge- 
nerally turn'd giddy by the Fe of Coxcombs; their Beauty mare 
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them haughty, they loſe the very Power they aim at, by neglecting theſe | 


Qualities of Mind, moſt neceſſary to ſupport its Influence. 


Eleon. I ſee what you intend, you think I uſe my Lovers haughtily ; 
but they ſay nothing is ſo good for Soldiers as Difcipline. I am ſo far 
come into your way of thinking, that I believe I run ſome Riſque of ſay- 
ing ſome obliging Things to Count Hoſtrate when we meet; for to tell 
you the Truth, I have thought a little ſeriouſly about him ſince we part- 
ed: He is not out of Danger, and he has coſt me, I do believe, the Want 
of a full Hour's Sleep this laſt Night, which is more, than once I thought, 


all his Sex could have brought me to. 

Ang. That is no Surprize to me, and was any other Woman in your St- 
tuation, I believe ſhed not have ſlept at all; but, as I am ſure you have 
good Nature, I expect to ſee you the fondeſt of Wives, for I know your 
preſent way of thinking is more to be aſcribed to Woman's Pride, than to 
Want of Tenderneſs in your Nature: As for my own way of thinking, 


were the Duke of Medina expos'd to the ſame Danger your Gallants are, 


tho' I am ſure he ne'er will be my Husband, yet the Concern I ſhould 
have for him as a Friend, would quite deſtroy my Reſt. It's true, a Wo- 
man cant give her Heart to every Man of Worth, who thinks well of her, 
nor can it be diſposd of, but where it gives itſelf; but Friendſhip and 
good Wiſhes of ſome Sort or other, mult certainly take Place where one 
thinks they are bound in Gratitude, Gratitude that powerful Tye! 
Eleon. Well, my dear Friend, I hope ſoon again to have the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing you, at preſent I muſt go Home, for my Mother would be high- 
ly diſoblig'd if ſhe ſhould miſs me when ſhe calls again; beſides, you know 
the Prince is in this Expedition, which makes it full as wrong for you as 
me, to ſpend your 'Time in Company, Ha, Ha, Ha! 
Aug. The Safety of this whole Country is concern'd in the Prince's Wel- 
fare, aad I own to you with great Sincerity, that I don't believe there is 
any body wiſhes his ſate Return more earneſtly than I do. FExeunt. 


The End of the SF cond Acr, 
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17 Prince of Orange in Council, Princeſs Epinoy, Cent Holach, Barnevelt, 
ant and other Connfellours. 


ht, Pr. of Or. Have been oblig'd to delay calling you together till this 
1 Morning; I had ſure Information that the Enemy had 
form'd two Schemes, which muſt have grœatly injur'd 
our Affairs, had they ſucceeded; they know we were 
taken up in regulating the civil Government, and therefore did expect to 
find us unprepared: They put on Board their Fleet a ſelect Corps of Troops, 
under the Command of Signor Romero, a very gallant Officer; his Orders 
were, to throw a Reinforcement into Middleburgh, in order to oblige 
us to raiſe the Siege. Upon this Intelligence, I fent immediate Orders 
to Mr. B:ifor our Admiral, who lies near it, and every Moment I expect 
to hear from him. The other Scheme they formed was this, he famous 
Schinche, who has fo often ſignaliz d his Bravery in their Service, has lain 
for ſome time on the Frontiers, with a ſtrong Reinforcement for the Duke 
* of Parma's Army; he comes from Germany, and thinking he had juſt 

re || now a good Opportunity to execute that Project, he ſent him an Expreſs, 
h- | by which he did acquaint him of his Rout; which having found Means 
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W do intercept, I orderd a Body of eight thouſand Troops to rendezvous 
as this Morning at Two oclock, within an Hour's March, where their Front 

| was then to be, and ſent Count Hoſtrate to command them: And if ſome 
. Alteration has not been made about their March, I hope for News that will "i 
is be moſt agreeable to us all. Theſe things having fallen in the way, it was "Ia 
t. | impoſlible for me ſooner to prepare a Plan, for your civil Government; 9 


there it is, and ] think it proper that the Secretary ſhould immediately write 1 
out a Copy for each Member, that cach of them may make what Amend- 
ments to it they think proper, before it be preſented to the Genera! Meet- 


ing of the States; for as I have no Views but the Intereſt of my Country, I | 
ſhall with Pleaſure ſee it rectified, or a better Plan, and one that's more 4 
conducive to preſerve our common Liberty. This Plan, amongſt other 


Things, provides, that each Province have a Government by itſelf diſtinct; 
that they ſhould together be ſo united, that no Reſolution, as to War, 
or Peace, ſhould be of Force, except taken by all conjunctly; that there 
ſhould be a general Meeting of the States, at any Place, and Limes, that 
is thought proper. The Reaſon I choſe this Plan, was ſhortly this; We | 
have now, for near the Space of thirty Years, been ſtrugling for our Liberty, 1 
and Heaven has proſper d us at length; it therefore is our Duty, to 1 1 
the 
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the greateſt Care to fix what we have bought ſo dear, upon the ſureſt Foot, 
both for ourſelves, and our Poſterity : At preſent, we are all, I hope, uni- 
ted in Freedom's glorious Cauſe ; the heavy Burthen of a Spaniſh Yoke, |} 
Granwille's Inquiſition, the Duke of Alra's Cruelty, will ſtill be freſh in 
every body's Mind, at leaſt during the Lives of thoſe, whoſe Friends were 4 
butcher d by theſe barbarous Men; but the Day will come when all theſe MF 7, 
Things will be forgot; when Sloth, when Luxury, when private Views YR _ 
will make the Publick be neglected, nay, perhaps betray'd. I therefore 
thought that Government the beſt, that made it moſt difficult, for wicked 


and deſigning Men, to accompliſh the Ruin of their Country's Liberty, |] | 
By this Plan, each Province is a Check upon the reſt, and without a ge- 
neral Corruption, there can be nothing done deſtructive to the public : 
Good. x | 7 
C. Hol. It's alone by you this Country ever had the Hopes of Liberty, x 


and in the Hands of you, and of your Heirs, the Government ſhould be 
placd; in doing this we ſhow our Gratitude, and without this we are 
worle than Brutes, ungrateful. 


Pr. of Or. I do believe what you propoſe comes from an honeſt Soul; 
but let not ſuck a Thought ſo much as enter any body's Heart. Shall I, 
who have with fo much Toil, ſo many reſtleſs Nights, from Slavery freed 
my Country, ſce it again enſlavd, and only of its Maſters change the 
Name? Be always ſure of this, Where'er there is a Power above the Eaw, 
that Country is enſlav'd, that People can't be free. As for myſelf, I 
have more Power than ever Tyrant had, belov'd by all, and fear'd by 
none, but thoſe who fear the Law. As for my Heirs, if they their Coun- 
try love, if they the Good of Mankind ſeek, they'll have the ſame Autho- 
rity ; but if they do prefer their private Views unto the publick Good, 
then they deſerve no Power, and I renounce them for my Heirs. 

; Barn. During your Life, we're ſure there can be no Deſign upon our 
15 Liberty, and therefore run no Riſque, by putting in your Hands the ab- 
bet ſolute Command. 5 

Pr. of Or. I do believe it, but yet, myſelf I will not truſt; beſides, lay 
down this as a Rule, that at no time Liberty's in ſo much Danger, as 
when a People have a great Opinion of thoſe intruſted with the Govern- 
ment; for whatever Privileges are granted to a good Man in Power, the 
© ſame is claim'd by his Succeſlor, be he cer ſo vicious, and he again is 
5 ſure to uſe them to the People's Ruin. 


— —— — — — 


Enter Prince of Orange's Secretary. 


b 4 Secr. May it pleaſe your Highneſs, here is a Pacquet for you, Which. 
came juſt now from Mr. Bojſor, Admiral of Holland. 5 5 

14 (Prince of Orange opening the Paquet reads. 
* | I have 


11 


j. *I Have ſent this by Expreſs, to acquaint your Highneſs, that accord- 
"| ing to your Orders, I did attack the Spaniſh Fleet, and have en- 
* tirely deleated them; the Particulars your Highneſs ſhall have from 
„ myſelf very ſoon, I being immediately to follow the Expreſs, with 
Signor Romero, Commander of their L.and-Forces on Board, now my 
* Priſoner; I have given my Word to the Priſoners for Quarters, 
I am, Ge. 
P. S. This moment I ſeethe White Flag hung out at Mid. 
aleburgb. 


P. of Or. This is a great Advantage gain'd o'er the Enemy; let us 
to Heavn be thankful, and let me have your Orders about the Pri- 
ſoners. I 
Barn. Had the Admiral Powers ſufficient to make Articles? 

P. of Orange. He had nothing but Orders in common Form. 

3 1% Conn. Then I am of opinion his Word is of no Forec : Shall we 
Il; give Quarters to a People, who not only ſeldom in Battle gave it, but 


"= > likewiſe commit Thouſands of Murders in cold Blood 2 
ed | 24 Coun. Have they not 'Thouſands upon Scaffolds exccuted 2 Is there 
ha any of us who have not had ſome of our near Relations butchered by them? 
x | does not this call for Vengeance ? | 

1 | 34 Com. Did they not lately burn and pillage Zutphen, and murder 
by in cold Blood all the Inhabitants of Naerdon, the Children not excepted, 
and all this in open breach of Faith? En 
a | Barn. I do not love Cruelty ; but if we do not retaliate upon them, 
1 they will continue their Barbarities, — 

. of Or. (To the Princeſs Epinoy.) What is your Opinion, Madam; 
17 of this Matter? 


7 Pr. Ep. I am always for erring on the fide of Mercy, They have, it's 
true, of Cruelty been Monſters, and therefore has Heaven been their 


A of the Spaniſh Government on People innocent, and who. are ſubje& to 
5 Command. If your Highneſs thinks in any thing I have ſerv'd my Coun- 
5 try, their Lives is all I ask as my Reward. 
"0 P. of Or. I hope you won't refuſe the Princeſs the firſt Favour ſhe ever 


ask d; beſides, wou'd it not be robbing the brave Admiral of the Glory 
of his Victory, to refuſe the Confirmation of his Agreement. Let us not 
fo much as border upon Breach of Faith; the Enemy, no doubt, believed 
he had full Powers. Upon the Faith of this they ſurrender'd, and favd 
h us many Lives; thall we deceive them ? 
All. We leave the Affair entirely to your Highneſs, 


Enemy, and favour'd our juſt Cauſe ; let us not revenge the Hardſhips 


P. of Or; 


—— 


N ww, 
14 


Priſoners. 


Jo lightly of it. 


N 1 - 
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a 
P. of Or. If you pleaſe, let us adjourn : I muſt give Orders about the 
_ Exeunt. 


SCENE IL 


Auguſta /itting in a melancholly Poſture in her Chamber. 
Enter her J oman. 

WW om. It's ſtrange, Madam, to ſee you in the Vapours, when all the 
Town's rejoicing. 8 
Aug. What is the Cauſe of ſuch an univerſal Joy? 

Mom. A great Victory obtain'd over the Spaniards. 

Aug. (riſmg haſtily.) Is the Prince ſafe—— 

Nom. The Prince was not there; it was obtain'd at Sea. 

Aug. (coldly.) Tm pleasd with any News that's for my Country's 
Good ; but do you hear nothing at all about the Prince ? 

Mom. Not I! And, to tell you the Truth, there is a certain Perſon 
along with him, in whom J have my own Concern : But, bleſs'd be God, 
I can both eat and drink, and ſleep, neither of which your Ladyſhip has 
done, Im ſure, ſince that Prince left you. f 


Aug. You never knew what it was to be uncaſy, that makes you talk 


Nom. Il warrant, you Great Folks think, that we of low Condition 
know nought of Love; but, by your Leave, we do, after our own Fa- 
ſhion : I won't ſay, ſo politely ; but we as ſeldom fail as you do, to ob- 
ſerve the Precept, Increaſe and multiply. 1 

Aug: You may go your ways till I call you; that droll Humour ſome- | 
times diverts me, but at preſent I happen to have no Taſte for it, I do 
aſlure you. 

om. Pray, before I go, if I bring you good News about the Prince, 
will you let me have your Intereſt with him, to obtain a Commiſſion for 
a very pretty Fellow of my recommending? This would make me as 


happy as a Princeſs. 


Aug. (ſiniling.) When you do that, perhaps I may have Intereſt to do 
the other. (Exit Woman. 

Aug. (alonc.) It was one of the things I deſir'd of him in my Letter, 
to hear from him to Day. Had he been well, he would not have ne- 
glected doing fo. My Mind portends terrible things! That Height of 
Courage he is born with makes me imagine him amongſt the thickeſt of 
the Enemy, and how can he eſcape? I thought, till now, that Courage 
had been a Stranger to me; but oh! would to Heaven I could guard his 
precious Lite, by expoſing mine. Why was I born with ſo much Ten- 
derneſs! Why was he made ſo lovely! O Almighty Being, of Life de- 
prive me, or reſtore him me again, He does not know how much | love 
| | nim: 


(63) 
him: Had 1 but told him, that all my Happineſs did depend den his 
Safety, it wou'd have made him careful of himſelf. Too lovely Prince! 


againſt Humanity, and your Perfections will ſerve for Fuel to their Cru- 
elty. They are like Hell, Enemies declar'd to all that's good, that is 
Heavenly, as you are—Was ever Woman's Breaſt torn with ſuch Agonies, 


SCENE III. 


Eleonora in the Prince of Orange's Apartment. 
Enter Prince of Orange's Secretary. 


Secr. According to your Order, Madam, I did acquaint his Highneſs 
you was here, he bid me tell you, he would inſtantly wait on you. 
Eleon. Well, I ſincerely love this Girl, Never did any Creature more 


for hers, that did not ruin my own. Any Man but Prince Maurice Good 
God! How does the Thought gall me to the Soul? There is in Gran- 
deur and Riches, a Proportion, in which the whole of the Pleaſure con- 


a Village, than in Rome the Second. If one has a Soul, how ſenſibly is it 
touch'd, when oblig'd to make Court below itſelf 2 Count Hoſtrate, ſhou'd 
I marry him, muſt pay Court unto the Prince; but that I wou'd not 


to the Princeſs. Well, this is a ſtrange World ; there always happens 


that Man could make me happy. Let me conſider, what way to ma- 
nage with the Price of Orange. There is but one way, by which he 
is moved, the publick Intereſt, He has for that as high a Paſſion as a 
Man has for his Miſtreſs. If it touch him there, the Plot may take. But 


leſt he ſhou'd ſee, that my publick Spirit has ſome Connection with my 


would be from her Lover. 
Enter Prince Orange. 


P. of Or. I am ſorry, Madam, you ſhou'd have waited a ſingle mo- 
ment, ſome People of Diſtinction were with me upon Buſineſs. I rather 
choſe to leave them, and go back again, than want the Pleaſure of your 


E Orders 


no Enemy could hurt you but a Spaniard. But they have declar'd War 


ſach racking Pains as mine (Lies down on a Conch, wiping her Eyes. 


merit to be happy. She has all the good Properties human Nature can 
| poſſeſs. I'm ſure, my Happineſs the wiſhes, and I wou'd do any thing 


ſiſts. It was a wiſe Saying of Cæſar, that he wou'd rather be the Firſt in 


grudge for many Reaſons. - But the Devil is in this, his Wife muſt do ſo 


ſome curſod thing to ſpoil one's Happineſs, Was it not for this very Thing, 


as he has a Knack of ſceing thro' Diſguiſes, I am prodigiouſly uneaſy, 


Vanity. I muſt be as cautious, to conceal my Heart from him, as a Lady 


| 
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body ſhe. has an Intereſt in ſhall always by me be ch fi. 


with, and in a manner moſt particular, your Ladyſhip's. 


o 


— 


 Bleop. It was with rope Difficulty I did perſixade. myſelf to interrupt 
ag lick Buſmeſs. But as I thought the Affair I, come; 
about, might haue ſome Connection with the publick Intereſt, I thought 


your Highneſs from public 


it was my Duty. 
P. of Or. Your Concern, Madam, for the Publick, ſhows the Blood 


that runs in your Veins, and indeed it would be ſtrange, if the Princeſs 


Epinoy's Daughter had done otherwiſe. nm | 
Eleon. There goes, Sea Report n r that your Highneſs, and the 
| laurice's Marriage under Conſideration, and 
that you had reſolved, it was the publick Intereſt to marry him into the 


Famil y of Denmark or of Saxony, I have, diſcover dſomething, which, 
if not prevented, may marr this Project. I hear there are Deſigns to en- 


gage bis Heart to Count Holaclis pretty Siſter ; and the! ſhe! be my Friend 


moſt intimate, and bas great Merit, Ireſoly d to wam your Highneſs, that 
you might take what Meaſures you thought proper, and as I know that 


in all your Reſolutions the publick Intereſt is your View, ſo I thought 
I had been to blame not to have made this known to you. I have no 


more to fay z there is ſuch, a thing on Foot; of the reſt you are the beſt. 
Pr. of Or. Your Country and I are obligd to yon, Madam, for the 
trouble you have taken. It's true, his Marriage has been talked of in 
Council; but nothing can be reſolved on, till my Son himſelf be ſpoke 
to: His Inclinations muſt chiefly be conſulted. I would have him 
be always willing to ſacritice his Life to ſerve his Country. But 1 think his 
ould be a Wife of Inelination. To ſacrifice his happineſs in this, 
is what neither Inor his Country do require of him; all I with, is this; he 


Choice 


chooſe a Wife of Merit, with whom he may be happy. If his Choice is 


ſuch, that his Country by that Alliance ſhall reap Benefit, it's well, but in 
this it's free. As for the Lady you have mentioned, Madam, the has great 


Merit, is of a noble Family, her Brother has done ſignal Service to the Pub- 
lick; and if her Choice and his agree, I have nothing to object; her be- 
ing your Boſom Friend confirms my good Opinion of her; for I am fure 
ſhe would not have been ſo, had not her Merit-recommenged her. | 

Eleon. I thought it was my Duty to acquaint your Highneſs of this 
thing. No body wiſhes, the Prince and her more happy, than I do; and 


if it is agreeable to your Highneſs, and is the Intereſt of the Publick, 
none can be better pleaſed than the Lady's Friends. Prince 


Maurice is a 
Match for, any \Sgvereign's Daughter. noi tr co: wont of 3, 


1 1 3 4 


Orders longer. I hope, Madam, the, Princeſß of Epinoy, is in, Health, 
gmands; of any 
fully. complied 
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P. of Or. He is much indebted, Madam, to your Goodneſs. If he puri 


A ſues the Paths of Honour, and of Virtue, Greatneſs will follow; if not, 
5 he muſt be Little. For true Honour and Grandeur lie alone in Merit. 
| . Eleon. I won't detain your Highneſs longer. | (Retires. 

SE Prince of Orange, with Count Holach and Barnevelt. 

= 9 Enter a Servant. | 
1 Serv. Mr. Boiſſot, Admiral of Holland, deſires to ſoe your Highnoſs, 
| | He is in the outer Room with a Priſoner of Diſtinction. 
„Pr. of Or. Bid him enter. TE (He enters. 
l J (embracing him.) You was always welcome to me, but never more thay 
no you have perform'd an Action for your Country, that muſt make you 
1 for ever dear to it. I was in a particular Manner pleas d, that you had 
3 mix d Humanity with Bravery, by giving good Uſage to the Priſoners ; 
. for, believe me, Bravery without that is brutal: It's not by Courage that 
e we are diſtinguiſh d from Brutes; of that, many of them have as much as 
4 we, but ours ought to be manag'd by Reaſon, Man is born a ſocial Crea- 
5 ture, and what Pity is it, that the Ambition, the Pride of Sdvereigns, and 
5 their Thirſt of Power, ſhould make them kill and butcher one another. 
. The Deſtroying of Mankind muſt always be a Crime, except it's done in 
5 Self-Deftence; and much they have to Heavn to anſwer, who give Oc- 
a caſion to War and Slaughter. e 9 % 1% % 
* Mr. Boi. 1 uſe the Liberty to preſent unto your Highneſs the brave 
3 Signor Romero, who commanded. the Troops on Board the Spaniſh 


Fleet, and whom the Chance of War has made your Priſoner. 1 
Pr, of Or. (Saluting him.) Seignior Romero muſt be always well receiv'd 


will forgive me for being ſo much in my Country's Intereſt, as to be pleas'd 


K 


Man deſerves. The Chance of War has made us Enemies, but we ought 
to have no Rancour in our Hearts; the Brave will always one another 


4 love and honour, and their being on different Sides, will have no other 
a Conſequence but this; to make them with it was otherwiſe; and the 
1 greateſt Joy of Victory lies here, it gives the Victor an Occaſion to thew 
4 Humanity to the vanquiſh'd. Tor eee e bits Fel e 

| Sig. Rom. As I am now a Priſoner, and in your Highneſss Power, the 
3 Happineſs or Miſery of my Life, depends entirely on you, Your Admi- 


ral has loaded me with ſo much Goodneſs, that except the Pain „ 
| NR b 951 dence 


Nn | 
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in every Place: I have often heard, Sir, of your Bravery, and I hope you 


you are a Priſoner ; but aſſure yourſelf of all the civil Uſage, ſo brave a 


. —0C˙!Ä———x—x—x—x 


(360 
dence on another's Pleaſure gives, I have felt none of theſe Uneaſineſſes, 
that ſuch a Situation do attend for ordina x. 

Pr. of Or. At whatever Place within our Territories you pleaſe, you 
may reſide, and have full Liberty to go all over the Country, upon your 
giving us your Honour, you will not leave us without Allowance, nor 
keep a Correſpondence with the Duke of Parma, or any other Body to 
our Prejudice. As for the other Priſoners, I have given Orders for their 
Accommodation; and if you'll pleaſe, make np a Liſt of what Officers 
you'll anſwer for, will not make a bad Uſe of this Indulgence, they ſhall 
only be confin'd at large, to.the Towns, where they are Priſoners. 

Sig. Rom. This is all that J could ask, and much more than I expected. 


I ſhall always ſhew my. Gratitude" to your Highneſs, and to this State, as 


far as is conſiſtent with my Duty to the King of Spain. 
Pr. of Or. If the Subject is not uneaſy to you, I would willingly know 
bf the Admiral, the Particulars of the Action. | | 
Sig. Rom. The Particulars of the Engagement will give me Pleaſure ; 
and if there is any thing I know material. which happen'd board our Fleet, 
and which could not come to his Knowledge, I ſhall do myſelf the Ho- 
nour to acquaint your Highneſs with it. FOOTE, It 


pr. of Or. Mr. Boifſot, plcaſe then inform me, if the Plan I ſent you 
was of any Uſe; I judg'd it right, conſidering the Advice I had of Cir- 


cumſtances; but I could not be ſo good a Judge as you, eſpecially at ſuck 


a Diſtance, and therefore left every thing entirely to your Management. 
Mr. Boz. Upon that Plan I went entirely, and it was impoſſible on 


any other to ſuccecd : Your Highneſs rightly judged, that conſidering the 
Largeneſs of the Spaniſh Ships, the Number of their Cannon, it was im- 
poſſible for our Ships to engage them in a regular Way; and therefore, ac- 
cording to your Highneſs's Order, I did: pick out of all the Fleet, the 


Ships that drew leaſt Water, and plac'd them oppolite to the largeſt of 
the Spaniſh Fleet: Then, after fighting for ſome time, I order'd them to fly 


towards a Place upon the Coaſt, where it was impoſſible they could be 


followed by thoſe Ships, without their ſtriking Ground. I went my ſelf 


on board one of theſe Ships, becauſe there was all my Hope; the reſt I 
order'd to fly to Sea; the Plot did take, theſe flat-bottom'd Veſſels were 
purſued by theſe tall Ships, and the Remainder of the Spanih Fleet 
purſued the reſt of ours. Whene'er they ſtruck on Ground, we turn'd 
upon them, and rak'd them Fore and Aft. We poured in Shot upon 
them, and were not our ſelves expoſed, for we came not over-againſt 


their Broadſides, and they could not turn. It was impoſſible for them 


long to continue in this Condition. 'They made a Signal of Diſtreſs, but 


before it was poſſible for the reſt to come to their Aſſiſtance, we took 


theſe Ships, amongſt whom were the Admiral and Vice-Admiral. When= 
der the Ships who purſued ours to Sea left the Purſuit, my Vice- Admiral 
] came 
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came to my Aſſiſtance: We then were more than Match for what re- 
maind, both Fleets again were form'd in regular Order, and after an 
Engagement long and bloody, we gain'd a Victory compleat : Six Ships 
were ſunk, Four burnt, and Ten taken; and of Priſoners we have about 
Eight Thouſand, the largeſt half of which are Regular Troops. The 
Conſequences of this Engagement were ſtill more uſeful than the Victo- 
ry itſelf; for the Town of Middleburgh, to the Relief of which 'twas 
2 ſent, immediately capitulated. 

Sig. Rom. The Admiral has given a very exact Account of all. I was. 
on board our Admiral G/imes; he was eſteemed the beſt Sea-Officer in 
| Spain, and the Loſs of him is not to be repair'd. He thought there was 


: no Danger, becauſe your Ships were a full League a-head of him; and 


therefore he did not ſound the Depth of Water. Whene'er we ſtruck, 
and he ſaw your Fleet come back, he then perceived the Stratagem. I 
never ſaw a Man in ſuch Deſpair ; he ſaid, by this Omiſſion, he had loſt 
the Fleet, had loſt his Reputation, and therefore was quite deaf to all 
that could be ſaid to give him Comfort—He would not hear of living, 
but gave poſitive Command, that it ſhould be Death immediate to talk 
of a Surrender, and had he not been kill'd, we had been ſacrificed to his 
| Deſpair. Our only Hopes lay in thoſe Ships which had purſued yours to 
Sea; but their Diſtance was too great, before we could give them the 
Signal, and your Ships did ply us hard with all the Inſtruments of Death, 
ſo we had no Choice, but to ſurrender or to die. 
P. of Or. This Victory is the moſt compleat we ever obtain'd at Sea, 
and the States have ordered me to thank you in their Name, and do re- 
ſolve to give ſome Mark of their Eſteem to you and your Poſterity, and 


to appoint a Day of Thankſgiving to Heaven for ſo great a Favour. The 


Time's now come, for my meeting with the Council ; fo, Signor Rome- 
ro, Im Your Humble Servant. (Excunt. 


SEENE v. 


1 * 


Eleonora alone in ber Ned. Chamber. 


Well, I find, if this Girl can catch the Prince's Heart, ſhe's ſure of him; 
that ſhe's pretty, is moſt certain, and he is young and amarous. Faith, 
the Thing may do. What Method can be fallen on, to prevent it ? 
Shall I fall on ſome way to imprefs the Prince againſt her? Alas! that 
would not be honourable ; I would do any thing to prevent her riſing ſo 
very high above me: But Honour is a ſacred thing, and it is impoſſible 
to make the leaſt Inſinuation to her Prejudice, and ſpeak Truth, and for 
me to act this Part, who profeſſes Friend mip to her, would be a double 
Crime. Truth muſt not be trangreſs'd, and Falhood, e to 7 | 

riend, 


take its Chance; and if by any Accident it is prevented, it's well; if not, 


thing exiſts no where but in her Fancy. It's needleſs to torment one's 
ſelf about Miſchief 'till it happens. I do not uſe ſoon to be diſconcer- . 
ted; but, at preſent, I want not my own Difficulties. I have been ſadly ; 


all this Afternoon, I've been expecting to hear from Hoſtrate. I will not 
allow myſelf to think I am in Love, but it's certain I could wiſh to hear 


Expedition, I am very ſure, that in the firſt Place I loſe an Humble Ser- 


ee er gn 
— — 
— gs. arms 


(38) 


Friend, is vile. I'll rather die than be guilty of it. 1 muſt even let it! 


L muſt bear to be inferior to her, tho it goes ſtrangely againſt my Stomach, Þ 
However, the Prince has not yet declared himſelf, and perhaps the 


diſappointed, by the Failure of my Plot with the Prince of Orange; and 


N 


rr 


35M. 
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from him. He is a fine Gentleman, and if he ſhould be killed in this þ 


vant of great Merit : Andif I ſhould take it ia my Head to marry, I can 4 
expect no-body more to my Taſte. Theſe Conſiderations are by no 
means trifling, Beſides, tho he ſhould not be killed, he may be wound- „. 
ed, he may be beat; none of theſe Things are good, and any of them] 5. 
would vex me not a lttile. Well, I thought to have carried my Gayety Þ «© 
of Humour about with me 'till Death. Lord, if I ſhould fall in Love, a] „ 
thing I have mock'd ſo much in other Girls, how would they laugh at 5 
me? I ſhould be teaz'd to Death. However, let what will happen, I have Þ t 
a ſtrange Inclination to hear from him; if chis is Love, Im fairly in fort, Þ 
that I-muſt be unhappy untill I know that he is ſafe, 0 p 
SCENE NM. F- 
Prince of Orange and Signor Romero, s 
P. of Or. The Reaſon, Sir, I took the Liberty of ſending for you, was | ; 
to enquirc if you wanted Money, and to acquaint you, that what you c 
want is at your Service. had waited on you at your Lodging, but F ( 
was not ſure if you had yet fix d on on | 4 
Sig. Rom. I am under infinite Obligations to your Highneſs's Goodneſs; Þ L 
but I have as much as I {hall want, until I get a new Supply. For the ( 
Admiral was ſo obliging, as to diſcharge the taking from me any thing; ; 
] wiſh your Highneſs wou'd be ſo good as to put it in my Power to : 
pay back ſome of the Obligations I lye under to you, by giving me an | ; 
Opportunity of ferving you. I have ſome Intereſt with the Duke of; 


Parma. Ikuow he has a Perſonal Regard for you; and I dare fay things f 
might ſo be brought about, as your Highneſs might get good Terms off; 


Peace for yourſelf, your Family, and your Friends. — i 

P. of Or. I ſhall always be ready to hearken to honourable Conditions; 
but what is it you call good Terms? sis 
99 55 | | | | 18 
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| Cruelties reflect leſs on his Maſter, becauſe perhaps he did not to all con- 
| ſent : For a Prince is guilty of all Ills, in Heaven's Eye, if he allows 


(39) 


Sig. Rom. I could engage for your being agu to your Eſtate both 


in this Country and the Spaniſh Netherlands. Ee 
Pr. of Or. Had I been content with my Eſtate, and been paſſive to the 
Deſtruction of the Liberties of my Country, I could have lived at Eaſe-; 


but I did and ſtill do prefer wreſtling with all Dangers and Difficulties that 
| ean happen, nay Death itſelf, to living in the greateſt Grandeur this 


World can aftord me, if my Country ſuffers, My happineſs lies in its 
Safety, and I ſhall always be embark'd in the ſame Bottom. We ſhall be 
ſaved, or fink together: For a Man who would ſurvive his Country's 


Freedom, c@n have no Quality that deſerves the Name of Merit, 


Sig. Rom. I likewiſe believe the King, my Maſter, wou'd conſent to 


give your Country, all the Privileges that cer it did enjoy under him or 
any of the Kings of Spain. | 


P. of Or. The King can make no ſtronger Declarations in our Fa- 


vours, than he made before; but we found them all broke through. I. 
believe, indeed, the King himſelf was ignorant of many of his Miniſters 

Oppreſſions. | 
on Methods to keep 'T'ruth far from him; he puts none about his Perſon, 
| but his Creatures; he recommends them as the beſt of Subjects, becauſe 
they are his Slaves. 
| often loſe their Subjects Hearts, when they believe they are following 
popular Meafures, becauſe they truſt the Information of a Sett of Flat- 
terers, whoſe Intercſt it is to deceive them, and often ſec too late their 
\ Error, By this it happer:s, that the beſt of Kings do the worſt, the 
| moſt oppreſſive things, And if a Country is deprived of Liberty by a 
wicked Miniſter, it's of no uſe to them, the Sovereign was deceiv'd, and 
makes him no leſs hated, ſeeing all that is done, is in his Name. 
| Inquiſition was not the leſs ſevere upon this Country, becauſe Cardinal 


A cunning Miniſter, who has the Prince's Ear, always falls 


By this the beſt of Princes are hood-wink'd, and 


Granville, and not the King, contriv'd it; nor did the Duke of Alza's 


his Miniſters to commit them. My fixd Reſolution is to have my 


| Country independent on the Crown of Hain, or any other Prince, or die 


in the Attempt ; for without Freedom, Life's a Burthen ; and I ſwear. I 
wou d not part with this Glorious Thing call d Liberty, for all this World 
can give me in Exchange. Without it, all the other Joys of Life muſt be 
inſipid; Nor can the Prince himſelf who's abſolute, be happy, becauſe, 
upon the leaſt Reflection, he muſt find his Subjects muſt abhor him; for it is 
impoſſible one can love a Perſon who deprives him of the greateſt 
r e 1 
Sig. Rom. All muſt own your Highneſs's Defign is Glorious; but, 


- 
” 


to accompliſh it in Oppoſition to ſo Great a Prince, is difficult, if not 


The 


P. of Or. 


—: I a ns ts Is nay 


15 (4) ; 
P. of Or. 'The Event depends upon the Will of Heaven; the Buſineſs 
of Mortals is to do their Duty. They are ſure of this, the World is 


govern'd by a Being Juſt and Good, who all Oppreſſion' hates, and is of : ; 


Innocence the Protector. In the mean time, if I can be of Uſe to 
make you live agreeably, command me, and depend upon my Inclina- 
tion to oblige you. 57 (Exeunt. 


See, ede eee 
ACT IV. SCENE. I. 
De Prince of Orange in Council, 


Finter Count Hoſtrate, Prince of Orange embraces him, 


Pr. of Or. NO are welcome from a Glorious Expedition ; your 


Conduct and your Bravery ſhews you are moſt worthy 
to repreſent the Family of Hoſtrate—— The Courier you diſpatch'd with 


the News of Victory came ſome Hours age, and I call'd the Council, to 


intimate to them the Account you ſent me, But you yourſelf can beſt 
inform them of Particulars, and, in their Name, I welcome you from 
Danger. | 

C. Hoſt. The Succefs of the Expedition is owing to your Highneſs. 
I was nothing but the Hand to execute your Plan. I found the 'Troops 


vou had appointed for the Action upon the Place of Rendezvous, pre- 


ciſely as you orderd ; and your Intelligence was ſo exact, that the Situ- 
ation of the Enemy was juſt as you had told me. By the Advantage of 


the Night, we ſurprized their Van, before they had the leaſt Intelli- 


gence of us. Moſt of it was compoſed of new-rais'd Troops, and made 
but\ſmall Reſiſtance, Their General was in the Center, and, upon the 


firſt Alarm, had drawn together about Two Thouſand Veteran Troops, 


with whom he made a Stand, in order to give Time to his Front to 
rally, and for the reſt to put themſelves in Order. This obliged us to 


make a Halt, and form our Troops, which gave the Enemy Time to 


recover from the firſt Fright, About Five o Clock in the Morning, 
the Battle became general; the Encmy's Commander, the brave 
Schinche, did act a Part, on this Oecaſion, even beyond himſelf. Three 
times his Troops he rallied, and chargd upon their Head; and when 
they could ſtand no longer, with the Remains of the Veteran Troops, 


he took Poſſeſſion of a Paſs, through which we were obliged to march ; 


there the Battle was renew'd with double Fury, thoſe 'Troops did not 
know to fly ; they regularly fell in Ranks; one would have thought they 
5 | ept 
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flept upon their Arms. At length, ſcarce having any Support, he reſol- 


ved to ſell his Life at the higheſt Price, and with a few Followers broke 
in amongſt the thickeſt of our Ranks, and there had ſurely met with 
Death, but the brave young Prince, who during all the Action, ſhow'd 
7 himſelf worthy of being the Prince of Orange's Son, ran to his Aſſiſtance, 
when he was by Death ſurrounded, and ſav'd him; he call'd aloud he 
was his Priſoner; at firſt he refuſed Quarters, but upon hearing it was 
the Prince, he ſaid from him he would accept of Life, and immediately 
gave him up his Sword, —Þy ſeven the Battle was at an End; the Ene- 
my had about two thouſand killed, and full as many taken; their Bag- 
gage is all loſt, and what is moſt material, by hind'ring this Corps of 
Troops from joining the Duke of Parma, his Deſigns for this Campaign 
are fruſtrated entirely. To deſcribe the Prince's Bravery and Conduct, 
is much beyond the Power of Words, I ſhall delay the Particulars till your 
| Highneſs has more Leiſure : In the mean time, Mr. Schinche is in the outer 
| Room, your Highneſs and the Council will do with him as you think proper. 


Pr. of Or. Bid him immediately come in. ——— | Exit C. Hoſtrate. 


Gentlemen, I look upon this Man as the beſt Officer in the Duke of Par- 


ma's Army; if we could engage him in our Service, it would be of great 


F Conſequence, and it's not impoſſible ; he is a Soldier of Fortune, and not 


born a ſubject to to the King of Spain. 
C. Hoff. I preſume to preſent to your Highneſs the brave General 


Scbinche. (Prince riſing, ſalutes him.) Now I hope our Reſt from 


War is drawing near, at leaſt I'm ſure it's equal to a Victory, that by the 
Chance of War you are a Priſoner. I do aſſure you, Sir, upon my Ho- 
nour, that next to the Duke of Parma, I always eſteem'd you as the 


beſt Officer in the Spaniſh Service, and aſſure yourſelf of all good Uſage ; 


at preſent, pleaſe go with Count Hoſtrate and repoſe yourſelf ; the States 
are to meet this Evening pretty late; betwixt the Council's Riſing, and 
that Meeting, I'll wait upon you. „ 
Schinc. I return my Thanks in the ſincereſt Manner to your Highneſs ; 
in Battle I ow'd my Life to the brave Prince your Son, whom I look up- 
on as the riſing Hero of this Age; his Bravery forces Admiration, and his 
Goodneſs Love; and from your Highneſs now I meet with ſuch kind 
Uſage, as muſt call for Gratitude from any Breaſt which is not void of 


| Genorofity ; a People bleſs'd with ſuch two Men to head them, muſt al- 


ways be invincible. 

Pr. of Or. I'm glad my Son has done his Duty, by ſaving one of ſo 
much Merit; but pray where is he? I have not ſeen him yet. 

C. Hoſt.-1 left him with the brave Teligny, who join'd us but a Moment 
beſore the Battle, and was feverely wounded; I wanted much to have 
waited on him, but the Prince thought proper I ſhould immediately come 
hither, to acquaint your Highneſs of the Particulars of the — you 
| | Mt now 


» | 


nothing. 


(42) 


ſav'd his Life, though I am much afraid his Wounds are very dangerous. 


Pr. of Or. Never was there a braver Man than Count Teligny, the Loſs þ 
of him would make the Victory dear bought; but while there is Life, there 
is Hope; his being there ſurprizes me; for, as oldeſt Officer, I offer'd him the 
Command, which he refus d. Pleaſe take care Mr, Schinche want for | 
= [ Exenunt. | 


'SCENRE It. 
Auguſta in her Bed-Chamber with her Woman, 


Jom. Well, Madam, now that I have brought you a Letter from the 
Prince, acquainting you he is well, I hope you will not forget the Com- 
miſſion; for by this time, if I'm not miſtaken, you have Intereſt to pro- 
cure it; and, by the Prince's Letter, you ſaid you did expect him every 
Moment. 1 

Aug. I will recommend him, if he thinks he has Merit. 


Enter a Servant. 


Serv, This Moment Prince Maurice is alighted, and deſires Admittance. 


Aug. (To her Woman.) Go down, and ſhew him up, and tell him he's 


welcome. 


Il om. ( Aſide.) If ever Woman ſpoke Truth, ſhe ſpeaks it now, Faith--- 


Enter Prince Frederick-Maurice in Boots, threwing himſelf on his Knees, 
and kiſjing ber Hand. 


Pr. Fr. Maur. My All of Bliſs, my Life, Soul of my Soul, and End of 
all my Wiſhes, am I really welcome? Without this, the Victory is no 
thing. Why, ſay you nothing &—— 

Aug. My Breaſt is ſwell'd with ſpeechleſs Tranſport, too big for Words. 


1 fay nothing, becauſe I have too much to ſay: My charming Prince, 


you're welcome, welome from Danger, and from Death ; I neither will 
nor can my Heart conceal ; you cannot love me more than I do you. 
Oh! never leave me more, never more to Battle go, and then Im happy. 


What Torments, what Agonies, what racking Pains have rent my Soul 
ſince laſt I ſaw you? How often have you been cold Clay in my Imagi- 


nation? 


know his Bravery; in this Battle he did Actions beyond Belief; amongſt 
other Things, with his own Hand, he kill'd two Standard-Bearers, and 
carry d off the Colours; and not content with this, he furiouſly broke in 
where the General fought, refolv'd to take him Priſoner, or to die; in!“ 
this Attempt his Horſe was kill'd, and he himſelf ſeyerely wounded : At | 
this Moment the Prince broke quite through all their Ranks, and by that 
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nation ? Your lovely Face and Perſon, cover'd o'er with Blood and Duſt, 
ch! did you know what I have felt, you would refolve no more to make 
me miſerable by courting Danger. 


Pr. Maur. I am happy beyond the Power of Words to utter, ſceing 


what to me is Heav'n I have——your Heart. You have fill'd my whole 
Soul with more Delight than it can hold; if I was to live to all Eter- 
nity, I never can repay you, it is a Debt muſt make me die a Bankrupt ; 
but if living only for you, if making your Happineſs the ſole View of 
Life, if preferring you to Life itſelf, if my wiſhing for nothing 
| pleaſe you, and my fearing nothing but your Diſpleaſure, be Things that 
will be taken by you in Payment, I am ſure of a Diſcharge. 
ts | 

Object of all my Thoughts, the Whole of my Deſire; when awake, your 

dear Image is ſtill before me, I carry it always in my Heart; and when 

| aflcep, your Charms are the only Subject of my Dreams; the irreſiſtible 

Beauties of your Face and Perſon, can be equall'd by nothing but theſe 
: | amiable Perfections of Goodneſs and Generolity, of which your Soul's 
compos d. Believe me, my Angel, my Goddeſs, the generous Way you 
have usd your Power, when you knew I was your Slave, gives ſuch a 
| Luſtre to your Charms, that was I Maſter of ten thouſand Worlds, they 
| ſhould be yours. 
make no other uſe of Power, but to beſtow Happineſs, and from all Ill to 


but to 


Never 


was there Heart ſo piercd by Cupid's Darts as mine; you. are the only 


How like unto the Almighty Being is this Conduct, to 


give Pretection 2? 
Aug. I wiſh, my lovely Prince, you don't condemn me, as too forward 


in returning Eove for Love; I knew I was acting againſt, the common 
| Cuſtom, but then I knew my Taſte muſt be approved of by all the World, 
| and therefore I choſe to give my Heart full Scope; I thought it was too 


little an Exchange for your's at any rate, and therefore reſolv'd to ſave 


you all the Trouble, that our Sex commonly gives yours. | 


Pr. Fr. Maur. It's true, the common Method of your Sex with ours, is, 
as you obſerve, becauſe they ſay that Men are made indifferent by kind 
Uſage ; there may be Creatures in the ſhape of Men that have this 
| Taſte, but I am ſure they ö 
tude and Generoſity are Virtues of the Soul, it is impoſſible not to love 
| what gives us Happineſs; and by Heav'n I ſwear, that all the Charms 
| your Sex can boaſt of put together, can neer, in my Opinion, make 
| amends for want of Tenderneſs of Soul; without that, it is impoſſible to 
make a Woman happy; and without this, no Man who is not brutal can 
| be ſo. Can any Man be bleſs'd, when he plainly ſees the Perſon he pre- 
fers to Life not happy ? The Pleaſure that a generous Soul feels, in 
| making one he loves compleatly bleſs'd, is much beyond the Power of 


don't deferve the Name. As long as Grati- 


Words, it's only to be felt. All other Joys, without this, can never be 
compleat : This, this alone is Heav'n.-----A Man whos bleſt with mutual 
F 2 
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(44) ; 
Love, can judge of what his Miſtreſs feels, from what he feels himſelf ; |* 
and is there any Joy like this, to have it in one's Power to act the Part 
of Heav'n, by giving Happineſs? The Joy is more or leſs, according to 
eur liking for the Perſon; Can then you think it poſſible I can love you] 
leſs, becauſe you tell me your Happineſs depends upon me? No, I hope | 
you think me quite incapable of acting any thing ſo mean, ſo vile, ſo un- 
grateful, and ſo unworthy of a Gentleman? : 

Aug. Grant me but Life, good Heav'n, to pay ſome Part of what I| 


owe to ſuch uncommon Goodneſs; you have convincd me that the thing! 
is Wrong, and there needs no more to make me ſure, that way of think! 
ing is a Stranger to your Soul; but now I think on't, (niling) I muſt 
challenge your Highneſs ſor Breach of Promiſe : Did you not ſay you] 


would be careful of your Life, and yet 1 hear that in the Battle you 
ſeem'd quite careleſs of it? 

Pr. Fr. Maur. I promis'd ſo, as far as was conſiſtent with my Honour; 
ſure you would not have wiſhed I had ated any Part below myſelf ; be- 
ſides, I have often heard, that Ladies hate Cowards, and it was to make] 
ſure of your Eſteem I riſqu'd my Lite to ſerve my Country. Beſides, be- 
lieve me, the ſafeſt Way is ſtill to do one's Duty. It's alone the Buſineſs| 
of Heavn to decide Life or Death; there can be no Danger when it has] 
a mind to fave, nor can there Safety be, in any Situation where Heaven] 
decrees it otherwiſe, | = — 


Enter Woman. 


Vom. The Prince of Orange has ſent his Secretary to deſire your High-] 
neſs may come to him immediately. „ 
Ang. 1 defire your Highneſs may go this Moment; Ill ask no Particu- 
lars of the Action till we meet again. = ; 5 
Pr. Fr. Maur. I'll go, and you may eaſily believe I1l ſoon return, with - 
out you I cannot live, and I hope you'll not refuſe me your Conſent top 
tell our Story now to my Father; there never can be a better -Opportu-ſ 


nity than after two ſuch Victories, if there was any Truth in what was] 


talked of, that he intended to marry me in ſome foreign Family, by which 
Alliance the Publick might reap Benefit, now our Situation is ſo much bet-F 
ter, and ſuch a Support not ſo neceſſary, _ 
Aug. I am of your Highneſs's Opinion; do ſo-- ( He embraces her tenderly 
Pr. Fr. Maur. Farewel, my beauteous, lovely Charmer, each MomentF 
till we meet will be an Age to me,----My Treaſure, my Heav'n, farewelſ 


[ ExeuntiÞ 


' SCENT 


# r 
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SCENE III. 


— 


Eleonora in her Chamber. 


What Torments do I feel, my Soul's upon the Rack; It's certain 
Count Teligny is ſo ſeverely wounded, that his Life's deſpair'd of; and 
to me alone it's owing. He had no Thoughts of going there; nor did 
his Duty call him. I put him in Deſpair by cruel Uſage; I might have 
eaſily foreſeen the Conſequences ; my Pride, my Vanity, my Coquetry, 
are the Weapons that have wounded him. I ſee my Folly now, when it's 
too late, and could with Pleaſure purchaſe his Recovery at any Price: 
This ought to be a Warning to all Women who act the Part of 'Tyrants 
to their Lovers, who are ſo ungrateful and ungenerous as to expoſe them 


to the greateſt Ills, to ſhew their Power, to feed their Pride and Vanity, 


the very things they ought to baniſh from their Breaſts, as what makes 
uſeleſs all their Charms. But till I hope the beſt ; by the Prince I ſhall 


have ſure Advice, for Count Hoſtrate ſaid he would not leave him, till 


he ſaw the Event. 
Enter her Ioman. 


Mam. Madam, Prince Maurice is arrived, and his Secretary is here to 


wait upon you.---- 


Els0n, Bid him enter. 


Enter Secretary. 


Secr. I come, Madam, by the Prince's Order to acquaint you that Count 
Teligny is dead of his Wounds. As to particulars, his Highneſs is beſt able 
to inform you, he having dyed in his Arms. Only I heard the Prince 
ſay, he ſpoke of you in his laſt Moments with the utmoſt Tender- 
neſs. 
 Eleon. (To her Woman.) You may retire, when I want you Ill call-- 


(Secretary and Woman retire. 


Oh! juſt Heaven how I am puuiſhed for taking Pleaſure in gratifying 
my Pride even at the Expence of my real Inclinations; I have, by my Folly, 
brought to Death a Man of the greateſt Merit, and I have loſt the beſt 
of Friends, and one whoſe Friendſhip woud have laſted during Life, and 
all this to ſatisfy my fooliſh Humourr. I have by this procured within 
my Breaſt an Enemy perpetual ; my Conſcience muſt ſtill be my Accuſer ; 


this muſt always leſſen my Reliſh for the Joys of Life; this muſt haunt | 
me like a Ghoſt, I'll retire to my Cloſet, and give my ſelf to Grief, 
I'll bathe that Face in Tears, which inſpir'd a Paſſion ſo unfortunate for 


my 
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646) 
my Country, and beat that Breaſt which harboured a Heart ſo cruel, a 
Heart, by which I have murthered the braveſt Man, and beſt of Friends. 


(Exit. 
SCENE IV. 
Auguſta in her Drawing-Room: 
Enter her Woman. 


Mom. The Prince of Orange and his Son are come to wait upon you. 
Aug. Bring them up Stairs; I'll meet them at the Stairs Head. Exit. 


Enter Prince of Orange leading her; and Prince Maurice along with 


them. 


P. of Or. Madam, my Son's been juſt now telling me he was your Lo- 
ver, and deſired my Conſent to his Marriage with you. As it always was 
my firm Intention to preſcribe to him no Rules in that Affair, ſo it gave 
me a good Opinion of his Judgment, to find you was his Choice. Your Bro- 
ther has done great Service to the Publick, and your Merit ſhows you 
worthy of the Family you're ſprung from. And, as in this, my Son has. 


tollowed his own Inclinations, fo I dare fay it will be equally agreeable 


to all Ranks of People in this Country; and as I am henceforth to treat 
you as my Child, ſo, at preſent, I come here chearfully to give Con- 
ſent to your performing the Ceremony of Marriage, when you pleaſe. 
Aug. 'The Prince, your Son, has indeed done me the Honour to tell 
me that I was his Choice, and your approving it, was all I wanted to 
make me happy. And now that you have done it in a Manner fo obli- 


ging, I wiſhT may behave myſelf as it becomes the Wife of ſo very great 
a Perſon as the Prince of Orange's Son: 


P. of Or. You are now, my Son, coming upon the great Stage of Life 


In this laſt Expedition you have gain'd Applauſe. Your firſt Eflay in Acti- 
on has ended honourably ; and as it's probable you may ſucceed me in the 
Poſt I fill, if you deſerve it, I think it proper to tell you ſome things which 


I have learned by long Eperience. Be ſure, let not Ambition, or the 


Thirſt of Power make you do the leaſt Piece of Injuſtice ; look on the 
Property of every private Perſon as a thing not to be meddled with. 
Remember, it's the Gift of Heaven to each private Family, and can't be 
violated, without encroaching on what you have no Right to. Each 
Man's own Breaſt condemns him when he does Injuſtice; and when 


it does, no Power, no Grandeur, nor any earthly Greatneſs can make him 


amends for what he ſuffers, A Man diſturb'd within, be he C er ſo Fronts is 
; | | but 
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but a Player who acts perhaps abroad ſome Heroe's Part, but ſinks at home 
a poor uneaſy Slave. Beſides, it's the Intereſt of every Man who's at 
the Head of any State, to preſerve the People's Hearts. Pray, what is it 
that has enabled me for near thirty Years, to ſtruggle againſt the Power 
of Spain? Its this, the People lov'd me as their common Parent. I never 
had a View but where they ſaw their Intereſt was intended. By this 
their All was ſtill at my Command. And at length, by Steadineſs, and 
Meaſures calculated for the publick Good, I am in Hopes to ſee my 
Country a powerful Commonwealth, able to tupport itſelf; You are 
young, and therefore expos'd to Flatterers, the Bane of all in Power. 
It ever any of them endeavour to perſuade you to aim at abſolute 
Command, be aſſured they do not wiſh you well, but want to make 
you hated by the People, whoſe good Will is abſolutely neceſſary to 


make thoſe about them happy in themſelves, or Great, or Powerful. 


And I never found the People; not to be managed by their Superiors, if 
they encroach'd not on their Privileges. If you deſign to do great Actions, 
give the People a Taſte of Liberty; this makes them rich by Induſtry ; 
this makes them brave, when they are ſure, that if they are Victorious, 
their Liberties and Properties are ſecure. 

Madam, I take this Opportunity to ſpeak thoſe things before you, 
that both you and he may make the proper Uſe of what I have been 
taught by long Experience. At preſent I muſt go, and wait on Mr. 
Schinche, the Enemys General juſt now taken Priſoner ; we ſhall after- 


wards talk fully of theſe Matters, (Excunt. 


SCENE Y. 
Count Hoſtrate, and Eleonora in her Lodging. 


C. Hoſt. When laſt I ſaw you, my lovely Angel, it was but for a No- 
ment. I was obliged to wait upon the Prince of Orange, to inform him of 
the Battle ; thus far you made me happy, you congratulated me on the 
Victory ; but now, that in Applauſe I'm bleſs'd, to me it's all but vain and 
empty, it can beſtow no Happineſs, it's you alone who have it in your 
Power, to make me either the moſt bleſsd or wretched of Mortals. [1 
have now for Years together ſigh'd at your Feet, my Heart has paid its 
Worſhip alone to thoſe bright Eyes, no other Charms but yours were 
e'er the Object of my Adoration, It's true, I can't plead this as any 
Merit, ſince no other equalld you in Charms, it was your Due, to 
have Homage paid you by all our Sex; but forgive me, thou lovelieſt of 


thy Sex, to tell you, it was to gain ſome Share in your Eſteem, that 1 


lately riſqu'd my Life. I have by Heav'n's Favour eſcapd from Death ; 
nay, more, I have got ſome Reputation by a Victory compleat, 1 begs 
when 
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when my Country {miles upon me, you'll not uſe ine with Severity, 
becauſe, to you alone, I have myſelf devoted, and without you cannot 


live; but that you'll be like Heav'n, by making happy one who worſhips 


you ſincerely. | 

Elton. Your Love, my Lord, is more than I deſerve; I ought to be 
the Subject of your Hate; I, even only I, have been the Cauſe of murder- 
ing your beſt Friend, the glorious Count Teligny; and can you ſee me 


here his Murderer, and think me worthy of the leaſt Eſteem? nay, can 


you ſee me and not hate me? he ruſh'd on Death, becauſe I made his 


Life a Burthen to him; he lov'd me better than himſelf, and the Reward 


I gave him for it was, upbraiding him with preferring me to fighting, and 


purely for Contradiction told him, you had acted like a Man, in riſquing 


Lite to ſerve your Country. 'This made him run to Battle, and to Death, 
without ſo much as Orders; I murder'd him, as much as if I had ſtabb'd 
him, and by this Action, have robb'd myſelf of Peace and Joy for Life; 
my curſed Pride, and Vanity to ſhow my Power, has bereav'd me of the 
beſt of Friends, my Country of the beſt, the braveſt Man; how can I 


think, or talk of Love or Happineſs, when I conſider him breathleſs and 
full of Wounds, and all of my procuring ? No, my Lord, this it not a 


Time to think of Pleaſure ; thus far I'll come to give you my Word of 


Honour, that if er I think of Love, TIl you prefer to all Mankind. I have 


too long abus d your Goodneſs by unkind coquetiſh Uſage, I hope you will 
forgive me; alas! ſeverely am I puniſh'd, tor making a bad Uſe of that 
Share of Beauty Heaven has beſtowed upon me. 

C. Hoſt. Your great Regard for the Memory of my deareſt Friend, is. 
worthy of yourfelf, and his Death muſt be. regretted by all the Good, 
but it is not juſt that yeu ſhould charge yourſelf with what you ne'er de- 


fign'd; are we to loſe the Happineſs of Life, for Accidents which we can't 


foreſee, and which we can't prevent? Am I to loſe what all my Happineſs 
depends on, for what I have no Hand in? Sure I am, my generous dead 
Friend wou'd never have deſired ſo much from either of us; nay, I'm ſure 
he would have thought his Life well thrown away, to have you thus la- 
ment his Death. I envy now his Fate, it ſeems I am kept alive, to ſpend 


a wretched Life in Mifery and Woe. | 


Eleon. My Lord, I do aſſure you, it is not you J puniſh, but myſelf; I'm 
ſenfible of your high Worth, and jhould be happy with you to my Wiſh, 
but Happineſs is what I don't deſerve, nor can I taſte it while I feel theſe 
Agonies of Mind. * SS 


C. Hoſt. If this be your firm Reſolution that I ſhould be miſerable; 


which I muſt be without you, my Fate I know; welcome Death, I have 
no Uſe for Life, nay, it's a Burthen to me. 


Enter 
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Euter her Woman, 


Mom. Madam, the Princeſs of Epinoy deſires to ſpeak with you in her [ 
Apartment. ee 
Eleon. Tell her I come immediately. (Exit Woman.) I deſire, 
my Lord, to ſee you ſome time this Evening, and aflure yourſelf, you 
cannot be more happy than I think you deſerve; no other Man had 
ever any Place within my Breaſt ; was I but ſure that Count Teligny had 
approv'd of what you ask, I ſhould be, by marrying you, the happieſt 
of Woman-kind; I wiſh I rather ne'er had Charms poſleſs'd, than by my 
Giddineſs have thus abus'd the Power they gave me oer your Sex : From 
me let all young Ladies take a Leſſon, whoſe Pride, whoſe Vanity of their 
own Charms, make them abuſe their Power; let them conſider each Lo- 
ver as their Friend, and uſe them ſo; ſhun all Coquetry, the Bane of 
Woman-kind ; give Hopes to none but him they are to marry ; and treat 
the reſt in ſuch a Way, as to preſerve their Friendſhip and Eſteem, which 
is impoſſible, if they uſe their Power tyrannically. [ Exennt, 


SCENE VI. 
Prince of Orange and Schinche. 


Pr. of Or. I come not, Sir, to viſit you as a Priſoner, I come to ſee you 
as my Friend, or at leaſt, as one I wilh to be ſo; give me leave to ask, are 
you under Ties to ſerve the Duke of Parma, which in Honour bind you 
| longer to his Service than you pleaſe ? 
ü Schin. If it pleaſe your Highneſs, I am not. 
P. of Or. Then, if I can convince you, that the Cauſe for which I fight 
is juſt, and more agreeable to the Rules of Juſtice, and ſhall take as 
much Care both of your Honour and Advantage as he does ; I hope this 
will determine your Choice in our Favour, eſpecially conſidering you are f 
| not born a Subject to the King of Spain. Know then that I ne er took up f 
Arms, till it was plain that all the Privileges and the Liberty of my Coun- { 
try, were to be ſacrificd by the Bigotry of Cardinal Granzi//e and his 
Prieſts, and the Duke of Alva's Cruelty. They firſt eſtabliſhed the In- 4 
quiſition as it is in Spain, by which no Subject can be ſure of any thing he 
has; upon Pretence of Hereſy he can be taken up; and none but the Mem- 
f that Court, which always is directed by theſe Prieſts, do know for 
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bers o 
> | what he is condemn'd; the ſaying of a ſingle Sentence that does not pleaſe 
the Palate of a Prieſt; the having an Eſtate which can furniſh Revenues 
to a Monaſtery, are Faults ſufficient to incur the Loſs of Life and all. 
The Duke of Alba ſupported this, as a fit Inſtrument to carry on his i 
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elties; his whole Government was a continued Courſe of Inhumanity ; the 
Gibbets were full continually, of the mangled Limbs of the beſt Inhabi- 
tants; and ifa Man was ſeen to ſhed a Tear for any Friend or Fellow-Sub- 
jet, he ſaw thus butcher'd, it was ſufficient Cauſe for dragging him before 
the Inquiſition ; and becauſe he ſaw his Cruelties muſt make him hated 
and abhorred by all Mankind, he directly againſt Law built Cittadels 


through all the Country, and introduc'd a Standing Army, which he 


thought ſufficient to accompliſh our entire Deſtruction; but Experience 
ſhews, that the Deſigns of wicked Men againſt the Rights of Mankind, 
turn often to their own Deſtruction ; he ſet a Price upon my Head, and 


likewiſe, before the War begun, ſent my eldeſt Son, a Boy of twelve Years 


of Age, to Spain a Priſoner; in ſhort, the Cauſe for which we fight is 
Life and Liberty, and your Aſſiſtance would be of great Importance to 
us. My Son has now begun to ſhew himſelf in Arms; it would afford me 
the greateſt Pleaſure, that he learn'd the Art of War under fo great a 
Maſter; much of my Time is taken up in regulating the civil Govern- 


ment; and how ſoon may I be taken off by Death, and perhaps before 


my Son's of Age to take the Inſpection of the Publick Buſineſs ? 


Schin. I have long join'd with the reſt of Mankind, as an Admiral. 
of your Highneſs's Virtues ; I owe my Life unto the Prince your Son, and 


therefore ſhall take the Propoſal to conſider of, and very ſoon return my 
Anſwer. 


P. of Or. That is all I could expect; I'll leave you to yourſelf, to bo 
directed as you think beſt, and mean while your Treatment ſhall be agree-: 


able to your Merit, whatever you do reſolve, 


The End of the FouRTRH Acr, 
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Prince Maurice alone, reading. 


Enter a Servant. 


OUNT Haſtrate is come to wait upon your Highneſs. 
Pr. Fr. Maur. Bid him come in. Exit Servant. 


Sers. 


Enter Count Hoſtrate. 


C. Hot. 1 am your Highneſs's humble Servant; I ſee you're buſy---and 
it mult be, I fancy, on ſome ſerious Subject, for you look thoughtful. 
Pr. Fr. Maur. It is a Subject that gives me both great Pain and Pleaſure, 


it's the Hiſtory of the Prince of Males, commonly called the Black Prince, 


Son of Edward the Third, King of England; there certainly never was 
a Man poſleſs'd of more heroick Qualities. What have I been doing ? 
'This Prince, at the Age of fourteen Years, commanded a Wing of his Fa- 
ther's Army, and by the time he was of my Age, had the Reputation of a 
Hero; his whole Life was a Train of Victory and Conqueſts, and his 
Goodneſs and Humanity were ſtill more wonderful than was his Courage. 
He was none of theſe butchering Heroes, who delight in Blood and Slaugh- 
ter; the Moment after he overcame an Enemy by his Courage, he ap- 
peared all Goodneſs, all Calmneſs; he never miſſes being Conqueror, 
tho' oftentimes his Army is not one to three of the Enemy, and he never 
fights but under Juſtice's Standard, | 

C. Hoſt. (Taking up the Book.) J obſerve two or three Places folded 


don, I ſuppoſe theſe are Paſſages that pleaſe your Highneſs. 


Pr. Fr. Maur. It's very true, I have mark'd two Places, as what, in 
my Opinion, ſhew him in a more exalted Light than all his Victories put 
together: The firſt is his Behaviour to King 7%n of France; after beat- 
ing his Army, tho' four to one, and taking him Priſoner, he cauſed him 
to be ſerv'd and attended juſt as he uſed to be in his own Court; and 
when he enter'd London, he had the Modeſty to ride by him as one ot 
his Attendants, not as his Conqueror. In ſhort, the King did own he had 
conquer'd him more by his Goodneſs and Humanity, than by his Arms ; 


he won his Heart in ſuch a way, that he contracted with him a Friendſhip 


moſt ſincere. Amongſt other Marks of Confidence, he told him, he had 
fallen in Love with an Engliſb Lady, to whom he deſired the Prince 
would introduce him, who with that true E1g/iſh Openneſs of Soul, that 
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accompany d all his Actions, tells him his Heart was catch'd in the ſame 
Snare; but that he would recommend him to her Acquaintance, un- 
der the Character of a Gentleman of great Merit, that ſo he might 
have an equal Chance to gain her as he had himſelf, He takes no Me- 
thods to ſupplant his Rival, and yet ſucceeds; how much more glorious 
was the Conqueſt, that the Method which he followed was generous 
and noble? And what Perſon, but one poſleſs'd of ſuch a Soul, in the 
Heat of Youth, could have ſubjeted himſelf to Honour's ſtricteſt Rules, 
in an Aﬀair upon which not only the All of one's Happineſs depends, 
but where the Soul is too much hurried to ſee Right and Wrong in a 
true Light? — The ſecond Paſſage is, when Peter King of Caſtilè in 
Spain, on his being dethroned, fled to his Protection, he marches with an 
Army of brave Engliſhmen, from his Government of G1ienne to Spain, 
defeats Du Geſchlin, the General of the Uſurper's Army, in ſingle Com- 
bat before the Battle, and then cuts in Pieces his Army, though three 
times his Number: But all this is but Bravery, his Behaviour afterwards 


is what charms me. Being inform'd the King had not uſed his Subjects 


well, and had encroached upon their Liberties, he tells him, he was to 


impute the Misfortune of his being dethron'd to Heaven's Juſtice ; and 


that if he did not amend his Government, he himſelf, from being his 
Friend, would be his mortal Enemy; for that he was unworthy to be a 


King, who did not always conſider: his Subjects as his Children And 


when D Geſchlin, who was taken Priſoner, could not pay the Ranſom 
the King his Father had ſet upon him, he paid it. Theſe are Actions 
truly Great and Noble, his Bravery and Conduct equals the great Heroes 
of Antiquity : But how fmall a Part of true Heroiſm is Bravery ? it's 
only given to Men, the better to enable them to ſhew their other Virtues 
in Perfection: But when it is alone, it is a brutal Quality; and there are 
Brutes who, in that kind of Courage, equal the greateſt Heroes. How 
much does ſuch a Prince exceed an Alexander, who, tor his Pride, and his 
Ambition, ravages the World, without conſidering he is born a Man ? 
What Wonder then he regards not Mankind as his Brethren 2 This 
Prince's Sword was never drawn but in the Cauſe of Juſtice ; and his Me- 
mory muſt be dear to Mankind whilſt there is Humanity : Whereas, the 
Memory of 'Tyrants is hated, as their Deeds are hateful, their Flatterers 
follow them no further than their Graves; and if they are tumbled from 
their Thrones by oppreſſing thofe, whom their Duty binds them to pro- 
tect and love, the firſt who leave them are thoſe very Flatterers, who 
made them fancy they were more than Men, I am oblig'd juſt now to 
be with General Schinche, and am forry I muſt leave you. [ Exeunt. 
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Se EN E H. 
Due Medina Sidonia alone, in Mouirning Dreſs. 


(To a Servant whom he rings for.) Go immediately to Prince Maurice, 
and.preſent my Service to him; tell him I deſire he would favour me 
with a Viſit, and that I have Buſineſs of Conſequence to acquaint him 
with; tell him likewiſe, it was impoſſible for me to wait on him. (Exit 
Servant) The Stoicks reaſon'd well, when they determin'd, that when 
the ils of Life its Pleaſure did exceed, and when that Life could not be 
uſeful to Mankind, then a Man might lay it down. The Argument's 
ſtill ſtronger, when Life's a Burthen; I have bore it, till all theſe Things 


Which to others give Delight, to me are nauſeous and diſtaſteful, and till 


all its Pains bear upon me with double Anguiſh, Lite is my Abhorrence, 
I cannot taſte of Joy myſelf; and am ſo far from being ufetul to Mankind, 


that I hate all Converſation. A reſt from Pain is all I with, the higheſt. 


Bliſs my Nature's capable of; and therefore Death is neccilary, I have 


nothing now to do but two Things, firſt to acquaint the Prince of Orange, 


that greateſt, beſt of Men, to whom I owe more than Words can utter, 
of the Plot that threatens him, which admits of no Delay ; and then to do 
all that I can to contribute to the Happineſs of her I love; for tho' I can- 
not be happy in her, yet at leaſt this Bliſs ſhe won't refuſe, I hope, to 
allow me to leave her ſome Marks of my Eſteem. When a Paſſion occupies 
the Soul, then one's own Happineſs is but a ſecondary Bliſs, which we re- 
ſign when neceſſary, to the Joy of her we love; and it's a Contradiction 
to ſay, that one can love a Woman with any Height of Paſſion, and not 
be willing to prefer her Happineſs to his own. Prince Maurice is ſo fine 
a Gentleman, a Heroe ſo compleat, fo poſlefs'd of all the Qualities which 


the Men admire, or Women love, that, in my Judgment, I muſt approve of 
her preferring him to me; and ſeeing now it's certain, that the Prince of 


Orange, the States, Herſelf, concur to make him happy in her, Ill give 


her no more Pain, by teazing her with a Paſſion quite inconſiſtent with 


her Inclinations. 
Serv. Prince Maurice, J fee, is at the Gate.  FTSeroant retires. 
D. Med. Sid. (taking the Poyſon ot of his Pocket.) Very well, here 
is my only Remedy —— (Swallows it.) I have no other Friend but 
this, at leaſt there is nothing elfe can free me of Pain and Agony, 
and of Pleaſure I am quite incapable. 


Enter Prince Frederick-Maurice, 


D. Med. Sid. ( f:/:iting him.) My lovely Prince, you are welcome. 
In paying me this Viſit, you do me the laſt Favour that cer Il ask but one, 


in 


; £7 ; 
in behalf of a Perſon I know youll ſerve with Pleaſure. Your Highneſs 
will pleaſe then be inform d,. that I was in Love your Rival; the Charms 
of that beauteous Creature, Count Holach's Siſter, quite enſlav'd me; 
amongſt her amiable Qualities, ſhe is all Truth ; ſhe own'd to me her Hegrt 
was yours, and ne er could be another's. So finding Life without her not 
to be endur d, I at length reſolv'd on Death, my only Cure, and accord- 
ingly have taken what in a few Moments will eaſe me of Life, but not 


left this World, I inclin'd to fee you. For theſe Reaſons, I deſign'd to 
make her Miſtreſs of all I could ; and therefore having Credit here from 
the King of Spain for a hundred thouſand Piſtoles, theſe are the Bills 
Tang indorſed to her. I have, by the laſt Courier, ſent a Secu- 
rity in Favour of his Majeſty, for that Sum, upon my whole Eſtate. I 


they would not have regarded any Right conceiv'd in her Favour, and 
therefore thought, this was the moſt effectual way to make good to her 
the fore-ſaid Sum. ——T hear the Enemies againſt her Match with you, 
make this Obje&ion, that ſhe brings no Portion that's equal to your 
Rank. This will filence them in ſome meaſure; all I wiſh is this, that 
ſhe may always be as much the Object of your AﬀeRions, as ſhe was 
of mine; and I ask this of you as a Favour, that ſhe give the Orders 
neceſſary about my-Funeral. I find Life faſt a going, and therefore muſt 


ther to be careful of himſelf; there is a Conſpiracy on foot againſt his 
Life; the Prieſts are the Contrivers of it, they look upon him as dan- 


im is their Duty. They have engag'd ſeveral Perſons for this wicked 
Purpoſe, under Aſſurances that the Action would be meritorious, and free 
the Murderer of Purgatory. Some of them told me of it, but as I did 


ſtagnate, all my Frame ſhakes at his nigh Approach, only my Love is 
ſell unconquerable. Tell her I die without complaining; nay, I approve 
her Choice, and wiſh that both your Lives may be long and happy. 
Surely they can't love who grudge their Miſtreſs Happineſs, becauſe it 


der Paſhon. ——— I now ſpeak with Pain, return that great, good Man 
your Father Thanks from me for all his Favours ; and tell my beauteous 
Deſtroyer I die, returning Thanks to Heaven that I have ſuch Ground 
to think ſhe will be happy when I am gone---And in the Agonies of Death, 
her Charms loſe nothing of their Force. If in quitting Life, I have 
offended Heav'n, I beg Forgiveneſs. Adieu, my Dear, my lovely Charmer |! 
Thought muſt do what Words now cannot; think on-you alone during 

| the 
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of Love; for that muſt be equally eternal as my Soul itſelf Before I 


would have given her more, had it been poſſible ; but I knew, in Spain, 


make haſte to acquaint you of one thing more; warn the Prince your Fa- 


1 the Catholick Religion, and therefore believe the killing of 


abhor the thing, I was no more entruſted by them. I feel Death now 
faft approaching, it has already fill'd all my Veins ; my Blood begins to 


comes by another than themſelves ; this is mean, and much below a ten- 
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the ſhort Moment that remains of Life. Oh! might I, gazing on thy 
Charms, ſigh away my Life. I ſhall not taſte of Bliſs---till ſhe arrives. (dies, 


Prince Frederick- Maurice alone. 


He is gone! How noble, how uncommon was his way of thinking? his 
Love was too refined, was too ſublime, to have the Effects that attend 
that Paſſion in common Souls; her Happineſs was his Aim, and therefore 
this he ſteadily purſues; and when it's not conſiſtent with his own, for- 
gets himſelf as ſomething quite indifferent to him, when compar'd with 
her's. When her Happineſs touch d his Soul ſo near, to whom ſhe gave 
no Bliſs, how ſhall I pay that Load of Debt I owe her? On whom ſhe 
has beſtow'd herſelf, and all that Wealth of Charms, ſhe, and only ſhe, 
poſſeſſes? Oh! may kind Heavn grant, that I may pay the Debt I owe her 
in ſuch a way; that ſhe may necr have Cauſe to mourn this Accident, 
or bewail his Death in any other Shape, but as he was her Friend, not 
as her Lover. 18 N Fre  [Exirs 


SCENE III. 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange: 
Pr-ſs. of Or. Ever ſince. you reccived that Letter den ine there was a 
Plot laid to aſſaſſinate you, I never had a Moment's Eaſe. I know you 


are the Subject of the Hate of every Roman Catholick ; and know, from 
the Treatment my Father Admiral Coliany met with from them, that 


they ſtick at nothing to accompliſh what their Prieſts tell them is doing 


Service to the Church. That which makes me regard this Letter as no 
Sham, is this; it came, I believe, from the Duke Medina Sidonia, at leaſt, 


the Servant who brought the Letter was ſeen to return to his Lodgings ; 


and, as I have heard you ſay, he was a Man of Honour, and profeſs'd 
himſelf your Friend, his Friendſhip has made him write this Letter. 
Pr. of Or. It's probable the Letter came from him, if it's really inten- 
ded for my Safety ; they might probably communicate their Purpoſe to 
him, and as he hates Villainy in every Shape, he, I believe, would think 
- himſelf bound in Honour to acquaint me. But why are you concern'd, 
my Dear, about it? the Roman Catholicks have been contriving Plots 


againſt me theſe thirty Years, and I ſhould be ſorry if now they gave it 


over, becauſe, it would be a ſure Sign, that I was not fo zealouſly an 
Enemy to their Meaſures, as I had been.— It is to Heaven alone I com- 
mit myſelf, and hope I ſhall always do, what I think is its Pleaſure ; and 


as long as I'm of Uſe to accompliſh its Intentions, it will protect me; and 


when not, I ſubmit myſelf entirely to its Will. One thing I firmly re- 
folve, always to do my Duty, and leave the Event to the e 9985 | 
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 'Pr-fs, of Or. I am well acquainted with the Firmneſs of your Soul; but 
I'beg of you, for my ſake, to avoid all Danger; you know you are the All 


of my Happineſs ; my Life I value as a Trifle, in Compariſon with your's : 
Beſides, by your Death, your Country muſt be quite undone ; ſo that whe- 


ther I conſider you as a Husband, whom I love beyond myſelf, the Father 


of your Family, or your Country, the leaſt Imagination that you are in 
Danger, muſt make me quite diſtracted: I beg you'd let Guards always 
attend you when you are abroad, this will make me ſtill a little eaſy. 

Pr. of Or. There is nothing I would not do at your Deſire ; your Good- 


neſs ſoftens and ſupports my Publick Toils; I never knew whether my 


Duty or Inclination moſt made me yours. At your Deſire, I have had 
Guards conſtantly about me for ſome Days paſt, and they ſhall be conti- 
nued; tho' for myſelf, I never am uneaſy, for every Man is Maſter of an- 
other's Life, if he has a Mind to throw away his own, and Life is not 
worth the having, at fo dear a Price as the continual Fear of Death. I 
have long ſince dedicated my Life, to ſerve my Country, and be the Con- 
ſequence what it will, I never will omit the ſmalleſt Opportunity to ad- 


vance its Intereſt, and leave the Event of Things to Heav'n. 


Enter a Servant. 


Ferd. Mr. Schinche the Enemy's General defires to wait upon your 
Highneſs. 8k 2:30 J 5 . 


Pr. of Or. Bid him come in. D Princeſs retires. 
FSchin. I have conſiderd the Propoſal which your Highneſs made me, 


and reſolve to dedicate myſelf unto the Service of your Highneſs, and 


the brave Prince Maurice, and only wiſh that my Capacity may be equal 


to my Will. 


* 


Pr. of Or. (Embracing him.) I aſſure you, Sir, 1 do eſteem this Con- 


queſt, as of more Conſequence than the Victory. — I am juſt now oblig d 
to meet with the States, and delire that an Hour hence, you would come 
Met: eli ITT GC 0 1. Fee: [ Exeunt. 
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e Prince Maurice and Schinche. 

Shin. I am to acquaint your Highneſs, that I have dedicated my Life 
unto the Prince of Orange's Service. I thought a Life I owed. your 
Highneſs could never be better employ'd, than in a Cauſe where you fo 


deeply was concerned: But I ſhall never think myſelf out of your Debt, 


till J have made you Sovereign of this Country, Your Father talks of 
nothing but the Publick. This is the Effe& of Age, and Want of that 
noble thing, ſo link'd with all great Souls when in full Vigour, * 
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you think on nothing leſs, than being abſolute Sovereign of this Coun- 


try, this, and this alone, is worthy of ſo great a Soul as yours. 


Pr. Fr. Maur. I eaſily can forgive ſuch Language, from a Soldier bred 1 


to a Camp from Infancy, where abſolute Command is neceſſary; but 


know, Mr. Schinche, that the Good of Mankind, is the View moſt wor- 
thy of great Souls, and this cannot exiſt,except when Liberty and Property 
take Place. How far above the reſt of Heroes, is a Man, who prefers 


his Country to Self-Views, and whoſe Life's been ſpent in ſuch a Way, 
that when he is dead, and no more by Flatterers ſurrounded, all Man- 


kind own, that the Views of Riches, Honour, Power, and all theſe 
Things, which make the reſt of Mankind, forget their Duty to the Pub- 
lick, and to Heav'n, ne'er made him do an Action which he could not 


Juſtify. Conqueſts however made, if the Conqueror's brave, dazzle, at 


firſt View, the Sight; but, when cool Reaſon examines Things to Bot- 
tom, if the Conqueror's found void of Truth, of Love to Mankind, of 
Juſtice, or of Goodneſs ; how does his Character fink %—when you 
compare him with a Man of equal Courage, and who poſleſs'd theſe Vir - 
tues: To ſhow you this by an Example, let us compare the Theban He- 


roe Epaminondas, with the great Alexander. The firſt was born in a 


ſmall Common-Wealth, ſubje& to Sparta's Power, who then all Greece | 
made tremble; he by his Example, rouz'd the Courage of his Country- 
teſt Cowards in Greece, made them aſlert their. 


men, then eſteem'd the | 
Liberty, againſt a State fam'd for Power and Valour. And after many 
Actions, in which he was crown'd with Succeſs, he bravely fell in Bat- 


tle for that glorious Cauſe, the Liberty of his Country, but not till he 


had ſeen the Victory declare itſelf as he could wiſh, and ſo his Country 
free; He never ſhow'd a ſelfiſh View, neer ſought a Thing, but what was 


for the Publick Good, nor did he ever fight a Battle, but for a Cauſe that 
Heaven thought juſt. Riches and all its Gauderies, he deſpis'd, and fol- 


low'd Truth ſo facredly, that all Hiſtorians agree he never told a Lye. 
In ſhort, his Bravery was attended with all thefe God-like Qualities, that 
make Heav'n itſelf the Seat of Bliſs. That other Grecian Heroe, Alex- 


ander, run o'er the World like a Comet; hundreds of Provinces he con- 
ques, much greater each of them, than the Country in which the other 


ought ; but then the Good and Welfare of his Fellow-Creatures was not 
in his View. He conquer'd Kingdoms to which he had no Right, nor 
againſt whom he had no Cauſe for War; his only View was Power, and 
he regarded not, whether the Methods he made Uſe of to attain it, were 
jut or not; and when he got it, he us d it only for his Whim, he forgot 


he was a Man, and thought that all Mankind were born to be his Slaves; 
his Paſhons made his Reaſon ſubje& to them; ſo when he was the World's 
great Maſter, he was himſelf a 1 2 a Slave of the worſt 156 2 
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Pr: ſs. of Or. I am well acquainted with the Firmneſs of your Soul ; but 
I'beg of you, for my ſake, to avoid all Danger; you know you are the All 
of my Happineſs ; my Life I value as a Trifle, in Compariſon with your's : 
Beſides, by your Death, your Country muſt be quite undone ; ſo that whe- 
ther I conſider you as a Husband, whom TI love beyond myſelf, the Father 
of your Family, or your Country, the leaſt Imagination that you are in 
Danger, muſt make me quite diſtracted. I beg you'd let Guards always 
attend you when you are abroad, this will make me {till a little eaſy. 
Pr. of Or. There is nothing I would not do at your Deſire z your Good- 
neſs ſoftens and ſupports my Publick Toils; I never knew whether my 
Duty or Inclination moſt made me yours. At your Deſire, I have had 
Guards conſtantly about me for fome Days paſt, and they ſhall be conti- 
nued; tho for myſelf, I never am uneaſy, for every Man is Maſter of an- 
other's Life, if he has a Mind to throw away his own, and Life is not 
worth the having, at ſo dear a Price as the continual Fear of Death. I 
have long ſince dedicated my Life, to ſerve my Country, and be the Con- 
ſequence what it will, I never will omit the ſmalleſt Opportunity to ad- 
vance its Intereſt, and leave the Event of Things to Heav'n. | 


Enter a Servant. 


Ferd. Mr. Schinche the Enemy's General defires to wait upon your 


Highneſs. | 
Pr. of Or. Bid him come in. (Princeſs retires. 


 F$chin. I have conſider'd the Propoſal which your Highneſs made me, 


and reſolve to dedicate myſelf unto the Service of your Highneſs, and 


the brave Prince Maurice, and only with that my Capacity may be equal 


to my Will. | | 

Pr. of Or. (Embracing him.) I aſſure you, Sir, I do eſteem this Con- 
- queſt, as of more Conſequence than the Victory. — ] am juſt now oblig'd 
to meet with the States, and delire that an Hour hence, you would come 
mere. "- | [ Exeunt. 
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Prince Maurice and Schinche. 
HSchin. IT am to acquaint your Highneſs, that I have dedicated my Life 
unto the Prince of Orange's Service. I thought a Life I owed your 
Highneſs could never be better employ'd, than in a Cauſe where you ſo 
deeply was concerned: But I ſhall never think myſelf out of your Debt, 
till I have made you Sovereign of this Country, Your Father talks of 
nothing but the Publick. This is the Effect of Age, and Want of that 
noble thing, ſo link'd with all great Souls when in full Vigour, . 
7 re 


gfe we to riſque our Lives for Views chimerical ? No, my Prince, I hope 
you think on nothing leſs, than being abſolute Sovereign of this Coun- 
try, this, and this alone, is worthy of ſo great a Soul as yours. 
Pr. Fr. Maur. I eaſily can forgive ſuch Language, from a Soldier bred 
to a Camp from Infancy, where abſolute Command is neceſſary ; but 


know, Mr. 8chinche, that the Good of Mankind, is the View moſt wor- 


thy of great Souls, and this cannot exiſt,except when Liberty and Property 
take Place. How far above the reſt of Heroes, is a Man, who prefers 


his Country to Self-Views, and whoſe Life's been ſpent. in ſuch a Way, 
that when he is dead, and no more by Flatterers ſurrounded, all Man- 
kind own, that the Views of Riches, Honour, Power, and all theſe 
Things, which make the reſt of Mankind, forget their Duty to the Pub- 


lick, and to Heavn, ne'er made him do an Action which he could not 


_ Juſtify. Conqueſts however made, if the Conqueror's brave, dazzle, at 


firſt View, the Sight; but, when cool Reaſon examines Things to Bot- 
tom, if the Conqueror's found void of Truth, of Love to Mankind, of 
Juſtice, or of Goodneſs ; how does his Character fink . when you 
compare him with a Man of equal Courage, and who poſleſs'd theſe Vir- 
tues: To ſhow you this by an Example, let us compare the Theban He- 


roe Epaminondas, with the great dlexander: The firſt was born in a 


ſmall Common-Wealth, ſubje& to Sparta's Power, who then all Greece ' 


made tremble; he by his Example, rouz'd the Courage of his Country- 
men, then eſteem'd the greateſt Cowards in Greece, made them aſſert their 
Liberty, againſt a State fam'd for Power and Valour. And after many, 
Actions, in which he was crown'd with Succeſs, he bravely fell in Bat- 
tle for that glorious Cauſe, the Liberty of his Country, but not till he 
had ſecn the Victory declare itſelf as he could wiſh, and ſo his Country 
free; He never ſhow'd a ſelfiſh View, neer ſought a Thing, but what was 


for the Publick Good, nor did he ever fight a Battle, but for a Cauſe that 


Heaven thought juſt. Riches and all its Gauderies, he deſpis'd, and fol- 
low'd Truth ſo ſacredly, that all Hiſtorians agree he never told a Lye. 
In ſhort, his Bravery was attended with all theſe God-like Qualities, that 
make Heav'n itſelf the Seat of Bliſs. That other Grecian Heroe, Alex- 
ander, run o'er the World like a Comet ; hundreds of Provinces he con- 
quer'd, much greater each of them, than the Country in which the other 
fought ; but then the Good and Welfare of his Fellow-Creatures was not 
in his View. He conquer'd Kingdoms to which he had no Right, nor 
againſt whom he had no Cauſe for War; his only View was Power, and 
he regarded not, whether the Methods he made Uſe of to attain it, were 


juſt or not; and when he got it, he us d it only for his Whim, he forgot 
he was a Man, and thought that all Mankind were born to be his Slaves; 
his Paſſions made his Reaſon ſubject to them; ſo when he was the World's 


great Maſter, he was himſelf a Slave, a Slave of the work Kind. 
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Benſe of Goodneſs, Truth, and of Humanity, miſs to prefer the Ch 
ter of the firſt; in him all Qualities Heroick center without a Fault; 
in the other, the Qualities of the Heroe are chequer'd fo with Vice, that 


Father has convine d me, that the only Path to Honour, is to ſerve my 
Country. I want no Power, but to do good, and this the Law, in no free 


another Part, I want to be prevented by the Law, from doing what 
mult be diſgraceful to my Memory For, believe me, the leaſt Injuſtice 


and Mankind's Good: © 


* 


con dem d or approv'd by their Taſte. 


gun; and for this Reaſon only, every one now poffeſſes his Property in 


5 


abſblute Command, has no Reaſon to expoſe his Life, becauſe he neer 


ſides, is it not plain, from the Hiſtory of all Ages paſt, that the Slaves of 
of Liberty and Freedom? How poor a Figure did the Perſons make, 
againſt the Grecian Republicks, tho twenty times their Number? Each of 


theſe Common-Wealths, was a Terror to the neighbouring Monarchs; but 
how poor a Figure make they now?” that whole Country ſince is was en- 


* 
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prefer the Charac- 


which of the two exceeds, it's hard to tell. No, Schinche, my great 
Common-Wealth' does hinder one to do; and if ever 1 ſhould wiſh to act 


done by 4 great Man, muſt tarniſh. his Glory; and Power can ne er be 
worth a'Wiſh, except it is conliſtent with the Intereſt of one's Country, 


Sahin Is it poſſible that your Highneſs can ever think of living in a 
Common-Wealth, where any factious Man may thwart you, who envies. 
your Glory? No, it's impoſſible you can do Actions worthy. of yourſelf, 
till you have Power abſolute and uncontroll'd; for Princes are not born, 
to have their Actions ſubject to the Caprice of other Men, to have them; 


Pr. H. Maur. You are much miſtaken, Schinche, if you imagine that 

= it'is my Intereſt to be abſolute no, the Riches of a Country depend up- 
on its Freedom, and upon its Riches depends its Power. Notwithſtand- 
ing the vaſt Expence we have been at, for our Defence againſt the Po w- 
er of Spain, the Country is much richer, than it was before the War be- 


Safety; and if we can protect ourſelves againſt the Enemy, each Man is 
certain, that what he gets by Induſtry is his own. This makes a People 
brave inBattle, and ſpend thor Treafure chearfully, when they. gbndder 
that what they fight for, is themſelves and Families; whereas, a Slave to 


can be in a State more miſerable, and only may change a Maſter. Be- 


abfolute Princes, were ne er able to reſiſt, the Bravery of a People poſſeſs d 


flav d, makes not the Appearance that one ſingle City made, when that 

Country was bleſs d with Eiberty ; that Country, then the Seat of Bravery. . 
and Learning, is now inhabited by a daſtardty, ignorant Pack of Slaves, 
who are unworthy of the Name of Succeſſors to the antient Greeks. Let 
us next conſider the Common Wealth of Rome, there youll obſerve the: 
£1 glorious Effects of Liberty moſt conſpicyons'; how poor, how mean a Fi- 
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they continued. free, and breath d the Air of Liberty. What Difference 

is there betwixt a Raman Soldier, under Emilius Paulus, and thoſe who 
fought under Perſeus, King of Macedon? How was that Tyrant left alone 
both by his Troops and Flatterers, upon his firſt Defeat, tho in Numbers 


£ 
* 8 


he was ſtill ſuperior? How eaſily was 4ntivchus e his numerous 
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Army the Flower of all Aſia, cut in Pieces by Aſiatidus, tho' in Number ſix 
to one? And with what little Armies did the brave Lacullus defeat the nu- | 
merous Armies of Mithridates, the greateſt Prince that then the World 
knew i a Prince of Power unlimited; he and his Allies, Maſters of almoſt all 
the Power of Aſia? Do not you ſee, that theſe ſame Romans found more 
Diffculty, in conquering a little free Common-Wealth in Italy, than in 
ſubduing all the mighty Princes, that then did reign. The Rea ſon's plain, 
the Slaves of abſolute Princes can only act by Fear, for it's impoſſible 
that Men can love a Man who makes them miſerable; therefore it is, that 
upon the leaſt Defeat, a Tyrant ne'er can miſs to be deſerted by all his 
Subjects, for then they no more fear his Power; whereas, it is not two 
or three unſucceſsful Battles, that make free People deſert the Cauſe 
they fight for; each Man there conſiders, what he fights for is his own; 
and when a Man ſees that if he's beat, he muſt exchange that richeſt Trea- 
Fare, Property join'd with Liberty, for Slavery and all its helliſh Conſe- 1 
quences, what Man can be ſo. void of Courage as to fly >——Na, Schinche, mu 
"the Courſe I'll follow to be more powerful than any Prince of Dominions * 
much more extended, is, I'1l make my Country brave and rich by Liber- 
ty, III ſhow them I only have in View their Happineſs and Safety; and 
then I'm ſure to command that Bravery and Riches. Wh 
©... Schin, This is a way of reaſoning I han't been us'd with; your High- 
neſs's Greatneſs is all J have in view; and if you can be Great, and at 
the ſame time make all about you Free and Happy, no doubt, it is a bet- 
tter and more manly. way of uſing Power. 8 
4% Pr. Fr. Maur. ik only give one Inſtance more of the Effect of Liberty _ 
and Freedom; England was juſt now threaten'd with an Invaſion by all b 
the Power of Spain. That happy Nation has always known the Beauties | 
that attend on Freedom; by it the People are enrich'd, and by the 
Riches of the private Subjects the Nation was preferved ; by the exten- 
five Credit of the London Merchants, the King of Spain was diſappoint- 
ed of great Loans of Caſh he had negotiated with the Bank of Genoa, 
and other trading Places. By this, the Expedition has been delayed for fo 
long a time, that the Queen is put in a Condition to diſſipate the threat- 
ning Danger. She is a Princeſs who employs her Power to make her 
People Great and Happy, ſhe. makes the Law the ſacred Rule of her 
Conduct; her Subjects judging right, that in her Safety their own depen- 
ded, did freely contribute cee calth, and ſcarce a Man N 50 
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y: On the other hand, how nu- 


merous are the Inſtances, in that brave Nation's Hiſtory, of Princes wiek- 


ed themſelves, or by bad Miniſters miſled, made fo obnoxious to their 


| F Subjects Hate, that inſtead of giving them fſſiſtance, they helped to pull 


them down; and moſt defervedly does this happen, when Princes oppreſs 
Mankind. That Nation I admire, they have that Bravery and Openneſs 
: of Heart, which makes them capable of the greateſt AQions ; they ge- 


' bravely. pull the Tyrants down. In ſhort, thoſe who command a brave free 

People, muſt always be a Terror to their Enemies, except they act a Part 

unwarthy of the 'Truſt put in them, and inconſiſtent with their Liberties; 
and then it is impoſlible that any thing too bad can befal them 

_ ..$cbin. I ſhall endeavour to advance your Highneſs's Greatneſs, and 

leave it to you to judge in what it does confilt; [Exeunt; 


 "SOENE F; 
Cou nt Hoſtrãte aud Eleonora. 


. 


C. Huf. Since this is the firſt time; Madam, I ever had the Honour ts 
wait on you by your Appointment, I hope you'll take this Opportunity 
to declare me happy, and not perſiſt in a Reſolve, which muſt make me 


the moſt miſerable Creature living.—My Eſteem for the Memory of 


that worthy Man Count Teligny is ſuch, that I will moſt chearfully go 
into every thing you can propole, to teſtify I thought him a Man both 


Great and Good; but as I know his Nature was Generous and Noble, ſo, 


I'm fure, could we know his Sentiments from thoſe bleſs d Abodes where 
nov he ſurely is, he would forbid: our ſhewing any other Marks of Duty 
to his Memory, but what were perfectly conſiſtent with our Bliſs. 


| | „ Ekleon. J have often told you, ſince his Death, you had my Heart; but 


alas! how ean I think of Pleaſure, when I have been guilty of an Action; 
for which Heaven, and all the Good on Earth, muſt hate me TI have 
butcher d the braveſt Man, and beft of Friends. Oh! Teligm, did I but 


know your generous Soul could ſo far pardon me, as to conſent I ſhould | 


be happy, how bleſs d, beyond the Power of Words, ſhould. we both be 2 


Enter Eleonora: Woman: 


Nom. Madam, Prince Maurice is here to wait upon you; 
.  Bleon. Bid him come in, and ſhew him the way: 


Pr. Maur. Madam, I am your moſt obedient humble Servant; Þ had 


-this Letter for you from the brave Count Teligay, a very few Minutes 


ulty be was 
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nerouſly ſupport their Sovereigns when good; and when they're bad, as 
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able to'figit it. 1 ſhall, Madam, very foon do myſelf the Honour to wait 
on you again, and acquaint you of the Particulars of his Death; but at 
preſent Iam oblig d to go to the Meeting of the States; fo I hope you l 
Forgive me, for denying myſelf the Pleaſure of your Company ſo ſoon.--« 
2 om © [Exit Prince Maurice: Eleonora reads the Letterj 

| Xx Y being within a few Minutes of Death, gives me time to write 

41 © no more but this, That Death is welcome; ſeeing I found 

* my Life could no way contribute to your Happineſs, I die your Slave, 

1 and forgive all your Cruelties. My la Requeſt is this, make my 

Friend, the Count De Hoſtrate, happy in your Love. My lovely 


T "#1: 
4 = 


* Oh! thou dear Shade of the beſt of Men, as you forgive my Cruelty, 
Jo uſe your Intereſt with the Powers above, where now you are, 
to obtain for me Forgiveneſs: I ne er deſerved your Friendſhip ;. and 
therefore Heaven has permitted me to have a Hand in doing Miſchief to 
myſelf, as well as to my Country. Oh! Teligny, thy Death is acted 
ö over again within my Breaſt; that Day, that fatal Day! which deprived 

you of Life, ſhall fill be kept by me a Day of Faſting, to imprecate 
Forgiveneſs ; that ſo, when Death ſhall lay me in the Duſt, my Soul may 
live with your's in that Place of Happineſs and Bliſs. Oh! what match- 
leſs, andefavred Goodneſs am loaded with, from one I uſed with Cruelty 2" 
| I am, dear Hoftr ate, from this Moment your's ; you have a double Title 
| to my Heart and Perſon, my Inclination, and the facred Will of him; 
* whoſe Memory muſt be dear to both of us, while Life remains. I have 
made a full Confeſſion of all my Follies to you, and to my deareſt Friend, 
Count Holach's Siſter, to whom I was likewiſe much to blame: She has 
forgiven me in the moſt obliging Manner, and I hope Forgiveneſs from 
you. One thing I do aſſure you of, in you I'm happy, to my Wiſh, and 
| mall make it the Study of my Life, to make you an Amends for all the 
| paſt ill Treatment I have given you: I ſhall oblige you to forget it by 
| the tendcreſt, kindeſt Uſage in my Power. | 
| | 


SCENE VL 
Prince of Orange in the Meeting of the States: 


Pr. of Or. I have nothing new to add to the Scheme I have draws 
for the Civil Government, I have given it to the Council, and from them 
it will be tranfmitted to you, with their Obſervations on it. By it, the 14 
Libertics of my Country are as well ſecured as I could deviſe ; but no 
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H aman Pr once can e Liberty perpętuala xAs/Laranny; olute 
'T mg 1 1 7 95 by male Subjects de perate, Ae 
at any rate, to 1 Government, Which robs rey of all that makes 
Tale worth a, Will 0 1 75 Mane de a Rerple A 1 Happy, A 
158 is the fatal Turn of Human. Nature, that whey kin Heaven beffows 

* Happineſs, then Tur, brick and Idleneſs take place; lend of Publick 
Ll Spirit, which ey this Bliſs, Self-Intereſt. Covetouſneſs, in moſt 
States ſucceed, with all that numerous Train, ot Ils, which; follow vaty- 
j | rally all ſelfiſh Views for it üs plain, that nothing can ſupport the Pub- 
{lick Liberty and | Magkind's, Happiogſs but: e, Marr thinking, ther 
upon theſe! his o dep LE Wah is What; raig d ali fręe Common wealths 
o fach a Pite zreatneſss, the. bend Shartans, Thehans, and 
Achaians, and re 2 Crecians Late? by this means, roſe to Power; and, 
- = 2 ret Country's Happineſs, : ye eſp of every . But from 
1 ment that the Members 7G Meß ths Elie ri- 
1 Yate Views, the Publick Nauk ng and 1 eder elfi Men, 
Yell with their Country A Prey to * 10. r | Enemy that aa d a mind co 
plunder them. But in the Caſe of Rome, thoſe Principles are demon- 
| ftratcdin the cleareſt manner; as lon g as that brave People preferr d their 
5 Country | to every other View. in Life, how irrefiſtible were, their Ayms2 
Wk HPV much Reaſon did. f privgte Roman gqnfidex himſelf ſupe- 
far, fo, any other Man? For many; Centuries, a derne Extirpation 

Bo Abo Doe pe: Al. RDNA Rs 4 dern 40 ng 
Mankind But when the Views of the leading Men turn' d ſelfiſh, there 
followed a general Corruption amongſt all Ranks of People. „The Co- 


vetouſneſs and Ambition of the Great, NA them, -1 in order to come at 
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always imitate their Superiors, forgot the Publick ; inſtead of | Bravery, 
| Cowardice ; 3 inſtead of 1 Vice deeper and at e the Romas 
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Fare who ene each other with more . the — 

© Enemy; no Man was ſure of Property, or of Life, except his Friends 

were uppermoſt in Power.-----Nay, the Benches were made up of Judyes, 

who, without regard to Juſtice, made the Party Views of thoſe who 
made them, their Jo only Rule, diefe ede Condition! 
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ds. 3 


Barn. This is the common Method by which all Tyranny - is intro: 
duced ; firſt pyblick Liberty is deſtroy d, and then, the La of private 
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Power, try every. Method to biaſs and influence the People in, their Fa- 
vours ;. then Bribery. and Corruption came in faſhion: The People, Who 
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Pr. of Dr, After that brave Pepple were quite tid out by the Opprefs,. 
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fibus of Marius, Hlla, Cinna, and other Party Leaders, in the Warrel x 
which afterwards happen'd, *twixt Pompey and Cæſar, the People took” 
their Sides, according as their private Intereſt ſway'd them. They plain- 
ly ſaw that Liberty was then a Thing not to be kept, and therefore 
choſe rather to ſubmit themſelves to one Maſter, than to be torn in Pieces - 
and abus'd by the ambitious Deſigns of Hundreds, none of whom did re- 
gard the Publick, "Twas thus that Cæſar became Maſter abſolute, 'twas 
thus the Liberty of Rome was loſt, and that glorious People enflay'd by 
his Succeflors ; who all, except a very few, were Enemies declar'd to hu- 
man Nature, turn'd drunk with Power, and made Humanity the Butt of 
their Diſpleaſure. Rome than became incapable of that glorious Thing, 
Liberty; the Murderers of Cæſar had-no,View, but to engroſs his Pow-. 
er; and the Corruption amongſt the Romans was ſo general, that the 
Murder of that great Man, by thoſe on whom he had moſt generoully 
beftow:d both Wealth and Honour, gave to Rome no other View, but 
the juſt Apprehenſions of ſeeing their Country ſubject to other Maſters, 
who neither had his Judgment nor Humanity —— and who to Ambiti- 
on added, what's ſtill much worſe, Ingratitude. The Plan I have given 
you, will, I hope, preſerve your Liberty, as long as Virtue or a Publick 
Spirit remains; but if that leave you, no Plan of Government can protect 
you from Slavery, for one Tyrant is ſtill better than ſome Hundreds; 
therefore look upon each Man in Power, who, under ever ſo ſpecious 
Pretences (which are never wanting) endeavours to introduce Bribery 
or Corruption of any Kind amongſt the People, to be an Enemy to his. 
Country. A brave People can defend themſelves againſt an open Ene- 
my; but he, who being . entruſted with Power, and with his Country.s. 
Treaſure, employs it to corrupt his Ceuntrymen, does under Truſt de- 
ſtroy its Liberty, and is the very worſt of Enemies; for it's impoſſible a 
corrupt People can preſerve their Freedom. Corruption like a Gangreen 
ſpreads, till all the Body Politick is infected. It was by this, that Liberty 
and Property has been undone in every Age; and therefore, by all that's 
ſacred, I conjure you, who are in greateſt Power, to look upon Virtue and: 
Publick Spirit in the People, as abſolutely neceſſary to preferve your Coun- 
try's Liberty ; and upon each: Man, who does endeavour to corrupt of 
biaſs them, as a 'Traytor to his Country, and unworthy of Truſt. 
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Euer Prince of Orange: Seeretaryy 
_ Secr. May it pleafe your Highneſs, Balthaſſer de Gerrard, the Bur- 
gundian ſays he has ſomething of Importance to acquaint your Highneſs. | | 
of, Which admits of no Delay. . N 


HE OR) 


FP. of Or; Bid him etifer;. (Exit Secretary.) This is; Gentlemen,; 


P 


he has ſery'd me often well; and to prevent my having Cauſe to ſuſpe& 


in a Manner the moſt ſolemn, that he would live and die devoted to my 
Service. 


1 [ ; Enter Gerrard. Tet 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, I want a private Audience. 
any thing you have to ſay. 475 125 
Corr. I ſhould rather chuſe to be with your Highneſs privately ; fo 
entreat a private Audience, AG 3 B 
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fo ſay on.— 
Gerr. (Aſide.) Nay, ſeeing I can't eſcape, I will throw away my 
Life with Pleaſure, to rid the Church of the great ſupport of Hereſy, — 
I have in my Pocket the Abſolution from the Prieſts, for the Murder: And 
the Pope himſelf abſolves me from any Oath I ſhould take, upon ſo glo- 
7 rious a Deſign, no Faith being tobe kept with Hereticks, and Iam aſſured 
to go to Heaven ſtrait, without fo much as feeling Purgatory,” 
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1ff Member. Tear the Villain to Pieces! and call Surgeons. 
C. Hol. By no means, let him be reſerv'd to the ſevereſt Torture. 
(Prince of Orange ſitting up on an Eaſy-Chair, bleeding at the Neck, 
Bara. May it pleaſe your Highneſs, here's your Surgeon. 5 
P. of Or. Lock at the Wound, and tell me plainly if it's mortal, that 
if ſo, any few Minutes that remain of Life, may be rightly employ d. 
Surgeon. I'm ſorry I have the doleful Tale to tell, that the great 
Prince of Orange, the Father of his Country, is within a few Moments 
of his Death. 1 5 (They all Weep. 
Gerr. (Aſide.) Tm ſure of Paradiſe : _ 
P. of Or. My worthy Friends let us not ſpend the little that remains 
of Life in fruitleſs Tears. Do you Barnevelt acquaint my Wife of this, 
but not till I am dead; I cannot bear the Thoughts of taking a farewel 
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Follow, Gentlemen, the Plan I have given you, and remember the glo- 


able, and to die in its Defence is glorious. Remember theſs few Maxims, 
never refuſe a Peace that's honourable, in any of your Wars. — But let 


ſuffer 


Roman Catholick, who rofeſſes great Good-will to ſerve our Intereſt, 
3 


nis Honeſty, ſome Days ago, he brought a Crucifix, and ſwore upon it, 


Pr. of Or. There are none here but thoſe I can entirely truſt ; ſo tell 


P. of Or. I am beſt Judge of thoſe I can entruſt with publick Buſineſs; 


(To tbe Prince.) As you are the great Enemy to the Catholick Faith, 
and ſupport of Hereſy, take this-= {Shoots him with a Piſtol, 
(Some run to ſupport the Prince, others lay hold on Gerard, 


of her I lov'd ſo tenderly: Tell it her in the diſcreeteſt Manner. 


rious Cauſe you fight for is Liberty and Property; this makes Life agree- 


I Ho Hardſhip whatſoever prevail upon youto make a Peacediſhonourable or 
M1? F 4 * 3 88 © _ 
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Tuffer Inſults— Your doing ſo would make. your Neighbours deſpiſe you; 
and fink the Spirits of e People: For nothing is more natural, than for 
the common Sort to fear, when they obſerve their Leaders feartul, -— 
When you engage in War, endeavour to contract as little Debt as poſſi- 
ble, tho' the taxes ſhou'd be heavy; for you muſt conſider the Intereſt 
of that Debt as ſo much Money Yearly loſt, from the publick Service. 
For whatever Straits the Publick's in, that Intereſt muſt be paid moſt 
punctually, or, its Credit ruin'd ; which muſt of all things be preſerved ; 
and when your Neighbours obſerve your 'Freaſure is mortgaged, for 
paying Debt, they regard you leſs, you have not fo much Weight, and 
they will be ready to inſult you. If at any Time Neceſſity obliges 
you to be in debt, be ſure to appoint a certain Fund, gradually to pay it 
off, and let nothing whatſoever prevail upon you to encroach upon this 
Fund; if you do, your own People having rio Proſpect of ſeeing the pub- 
lick Debts diſcharged, will doubt the publick Credit, and not ſo frankly 
lend their Money. Of all things take care, never to ſhew you are afraid 
of War, nor buy a Peace in any way that's mean.-----Such as bribing Fo- 
reign Prince's Miniſters, or ſuch like Practices; for tho' that ſometimes 
may have the Effect to prevent War, yet it does expoſe your Weakneſs, 
and your Fear.----And there is no end of that Expence, for that Miniſter 
will always riſe in his Demands as he obſerves your Fears increaſe. The 
only Method to make ſure of Peace, is never to injure your Neighbours, 
nor ſuffer yourſelves to be injured; for if this Year you allow your Sub- 
jects to be robb'd of any thing, tho er ſo little, the next Year, they'll 
be robb'd of more, till at length you ſuffer full as much by Peace as War. 

One thing convey as my Opinion to ſucceeding Ages, with the greateſt 
Care: If e'er this Country be ſo miſerable as to loſe that publick Spirit 
which freed it from the Spaniſh Yoke: If inſtead of Virtue and Love 
to the publick Welfare, private ſelfiſh Views, Luxury, Bribery and Cor- 
ruption ſucced : Then you muſt chooſe ſome worthy Man to be Hadi- 
Holder. And put ſuch Limitations on his Power, as private Property be ſc- 
cured, For when there is a general Corruption, it is impoſſible the 
Commonwealth can act with Vigour, except ſome Man of Worth have 
Power to oblige the reſt to do their Duty; for, in that Cafe, each Man 
minds only his own private Intereſt, and it's in the Power of any Foreign 
Prince, to bribe a few Men in Power, to betray the real intereſt ot 
their Country. Whereas, a Man ſo conſiderable as to be nam'd Stawt- 
holder, muſt be beyond the Power of ſuch mean Influence. By being in 
ſo high a Station, his Intereſt, as well as Duty to his Country, oblige Lim 
to take care the Publick catch no harm, becauſe his Power is hurt by 
any Damage done it. In ſhort, a Dictator at Rome was ne'er more ne- 


ceſſary to fave the State, than a Stadtholder is to you, when purer 
| 3 | 1ews 


| 0866) 
Views, inſtead of publick Spirit, take Place among the Burgo-Maſters and 
Rulers of the State. TON me Of OO HELD ite ert Koa 
Look upon England as your ſureſt Ally; they are a brave and gene- 
rous People, and they muſt always look on you as a good Barrier, againſt 
the Power of the Princes who border with you: And it can never be their 
Intereſt to make Conqueſts on the Continent. It is, in thort, your, mutu- 
al Intereſt to take care of one another. Methinks, I fee. this State in af- 
ter Ages fave their Liberty and Religion, when juſt ready to be ſwallowed 
up, and them again, pay back that Debt, by athfting you to get a $radt- 
Holder, when a general Corruption amongſt your Rulers, will make it 
neceſlary to ſave the State. As to Religion, let each Man worſhip 
God in his own way, and let none: be perfecuted fon Conſcience zi only 
take care to have a watchful Eye o'er: Roman Catholicks; that Princi- 
ple of theirs, to keep no Faith to thoſe who differ from them in Opinion, 
makes them bad Members of Society: Twas by this Principle, quite in- 


conſiſtent with all Religion, natural and-reveal'd, the brave Admiral 


Coligny loſt his Lite, and many thouſands more of his and. our Religion, 
and by this wicked Principle, I am now depriv'd of doing further Service 
to my Country.--- III %% ¼ ”77 Vo 
My Son, I have reſerv'd the laſt uſe of Speech for you: If your Coun- 
try ſhall think you worthy of that 'Truſt they put in me, follow this 
Rule, and this alone, the publick Good. And if any Flaterers about 
you ſhall endeavour to perſuade you to follow Views that are ambitious, 
and not conſiſtent with your Country's Liberty, be ſure that Man is 
not your Friend You'll always find the People faithful to you, as 
long as you act for the publick Welfare: And it e'er you act another 
Part, it is my laſt Requeſt, that my Country may not regard you as 
my Son.---I find Death nigh at Hand. As for the Wreteh my. Murderer, 
puniſh him as a Criminal; but Torture is inguman. Conſider, the Prieſts 
——are more to blame than he; they made him a Villain - by perſuad- 


—— - is the Companion ------- of a Man convinced . that he has 
done his Duty to his Country. Farewel, follow Virtue 
and Happineſs, ------ and Succeſs.— will ſtill attend you ---- love your 
Country — farewel. 1160 07058), &. ot btad 1fc57 (Dies. 

C. Hol. He is gone to be rewarded for the Good he did. May 


we his Precepts and Example follow. By doing ſo, we ſhall tread in 


the Paths of Virtue and of Honour, be honour'd upon Earth, ador d 
when Dead, and hereafter be placed in thoſe Manſions, where nothing 


. reigns but Happineſs and Joy, about the Throne of the Eternal Being. 


(Exennt Omnes.. 
1. 
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EPILOGU k. 
In the Character of ELEON OR A: By 7. B, 


HE Plot concluding with the Patriot's Fate, 
So much for Matters that concern the State, 
Now let's conſider how my Scheme was laid, 
And how T've wag'd the Warfare of a Maid. 
Sure none can think me an uncommon Creature | 
Bus my Repentance, all my Part was Nature, 
Kind at the Soul, yet to confeſs it oath ; 
When lov'd by two, imperious to them both; 
Taught by my Pride, my Seftneſs to deſtroy; 
More fond to rule, than eager to enjoy 
Againſt my Paſſion, to my Temper true : 
Witneſs, ye Beauties ! Was not this like you ? 
Count Teligny was Heid, himſelf the Cauſe : 
Could I preſerve him, deſprate as he was ? 
Of two fach Rivals, one will glways bleed : 
Better the Foe, than Hoſtrate do the Deed, 
Cupid and Honour have united Soboola, 
And all true Lovers muſt be fighting Fools; 
But for this Rule what could a Lady do, 
Unfjix'd in Choice, and teus d alike by two ? 
Let one but fall, and (blame her if you can) 
She wipes her Eyes, and takes the living Man. 
It next behoves my Friendſhip to defend. 
Jo gain a Prince, who would not riſque a Friend? 
She hop d to win him; why ſhould I deſpair ? 
I lord the Friend the Princeſs could not bear. 


I 2 Both 
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(68 ). 
Both Counts had gone, if Maurice had been West i 
The Counts were noble, but the Prince was great. 
Lives there a Woman, but would put off Shyneſs, 
Aud ſcorn Her Ladyſhip, to ſhine Her Highneſs ? 
T heſe were my Thoughts; and, in my Sex's Name, 


Iwill defend em, tho the Men may blame. 
They'll ſay, perhaps, my laſt dull Scenes were beſt : 


But the fine Women know, tis all a Jeſt. 
Zet if there ſhould be, in this Age refin'd, 
A few fond Virgins of my Rival's Mind, 


Tho think the Characters that ſhine in Life, 
Are the true Miſtreſs, and the tender Wife ; 


IWho take in Virtue as a'Charm in Love; 
Theſe have a Pattern, Envy muſt approve : 
She ſhines, the ſecond to the beſt of Queens, 
From whom was drawn th Auguſta of theſe Stones. 
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A Letter from the Author to the People of 
the Seven Unied Provinces. 


224 HE uncommon regard I muſt preſume you have for the Memo- 
mY IEP ry of the Hero of the foregoing Performance, is the Cauſe of 
my writing the following Letter; he may indeed be call'd, moſt 
jultly, the Saviour of the Liberties of Europe, becauſe conſider- 
ing the immenſe Power and Riches of Philip the 2d then King of Spain, 
had he not opposd him, Spain in all probability, muſt have been abſo- 
lute Maſter of it; but in a moſt particular Manner, he was the Guar- 
dian Angel of your Religion and Liberties. Without him, what ſhould 
you now have been? Juſt what he found you, 2g. Inhabitants of a few 
little Fiſher- Towns: He inſpired your Predeceſſors with that Spirit of 
Liberty and Courage, which made them capable of doing things, which 
Slaves to abſolute Power, cant ſo much as form an Idea of, His brave 
Son Prince Maurice perfected for you that Scheme of Liberty, which 
he form'd and carry 'd on ſo glorioufly: Scarce were theſe Heroes gone to 
the happy Regions above, where ſuch Godlike, Benevolent, Anti-tyrannical 
Spirits, enjoy the Reward of their Virtues, till France attacked your Liber- 
ties: The World believ'd you then undone, becauſe the Repreſentative of 
that glorious Family of Orange, the late King William, our Deliverer as 
well as yours, was ſcarce out of the Hands of his Tutors. But there are Souls 
who donot want 'Time to make them heroica]; they are the ſtronger Ema- 
nations from the Divinity, which need not be ſtrengthened by Experience. 
Such was the Heroe of this Performance, ſuch was that glorious Prince, 
King William, who (contrary to all Appearances) delivered your Country, 
after moſt of it was in the Poſſeſſion of the greateſt Monarch in Europe, 
aſſiſted by a brave and numerous Army, commanded by Generals of the 
_ greateſt Reputation: —H — 3 
We are told here (but I hope without ground) there are amongſt you, 
_ whoſhewby their Behaviour, that they have forgot, they owe their 3 : 
| their 


Fo their Liberties, and Wealth, to that great Family; at leaſt they are 


not ſo forward as they ought to be, in ſhewing that Regard to his High- 
neſs the preſent Prince of Orange, that his perſonal Merit, or the Fa- 
mily he repreſents, require at their Hands. If there ate ſuch vile Mon- 
ſters of Ingratitude amongſt you, they can't be Dutchimen, they muſt 
be Creatures imported, from amongſt the Barbarians of the F a(t or Weſt 
Indies. But why do I ſcandalize even thoſe Barbarians? there is no Peo- 
ple ſo barbarous, as not to. look upon Ingratitude as the blackeſt of Crimes: 
So from whatever Climate ſuch Monſters derive their Breath, they are 
unworthy of the Name of Men. *VVöhüſ 


Had the great Things done for you by that Family, been as antient as 
the Beginning of Hiſtory, forgetting of them had ſtill heen inexcuſable; 
but, good God! there are many ſtill living amongſt you, whoſe Fathers 
might have ſeen that Prince, who is Heroe of the preceeding Performance; 
and moſt of you mult have ſeen the many Struggles the late King Villiam 
had, to hinder your being ſwallowed up by France. Can you then look 
on any thing, where the Honour or Intereſt of his Highneſs the preſent 
Prince of Orange is concern'd, without the warmeſt Regards? Is it poſſi- 


ble there can be a Man amongſt you, whilſt he enjoys a pretty Houſe or 


Garden, lolls in his gilded Chariot, counts over his Bags of Gold, or in 
one Word, is happy in his Family Affairs; does not conſider it's to the 
Family this Prince repreſents he owes all this? Ibelieve it's needleſs to ask 
any of you the Difference, betwixt repreſenting one of the greateſt Fa- 
milies of your Country, and being a Slave in the Mines of Mexico and 
Peru, or in the French Galliesz and yet, had not this Family protected 
you, the greateſt amongſt you mult have been in theſe unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances, or at beſt but the Inhabitants of ſome very inconſiderable 
Place at Home, 

Is it poſſible then, that Human Nature can be ſo abandon'd, as to be 
guilty of what the Brutes are incapable of, g. Ingratitude e Look 
into the Hiſtory of all Nations, and there you'll find Ingratitude is, in 
all Ages, agreed upon to be the greateſt of Crimes. Cicero, that great 
and wiſe Roman, ſays all that can be ſaid upon it, in theſe few Words, 
Si ingratum dixeris, omnia dixeris ; and the Reaſon given by the Wri- 


ters of Greece and Rome, why particular Laws had not been made 


againſt a Thing owned by every body to be the greateſt of Crimes, was, 
that it was reckon'd ſo great a Piece of Villainy, that Human Nature 


was thought incapable of it. You may, no doubt, tell me with equal 


Juſtice, that my Country, as well as yours, owes to that great Family 
the Preſervation of its Liberties and Religion, but you can't accuſe us 
of want of Gratitude ; we made our Deliverer, with great Reaſon, our 
- Sovereign; and in return for his ſecuring to us, and our Poſterity, our 


Religion and Liberties, by fixing the Succeſſion to the Crown in the 


Pro- 


a E — 
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(71) 

Proteſtant Line, our preſent gracious Sovereign, with the univerſal Con- 
fent of all good Men, has beſtow'd upon the Repreſentative of that Fa- 
mily of Heroes, a Princeſs of uncommon Accompliſhments ; and, without 
deſcending into Particulars, a Princeſs worthy of the great Family ſhe 
is ſprung from; a Princeſs worthy of a Prince of his high Merit, and 


one who repreſents a Family, who, for Ages paſt, have been the declared 


Protectors of the Rights and Libertics of Mankind. 
The only Pretence I ever heard uſed, for putting off placing his High- 
neſs, the preſent Prince of Orange, at the Head of your Affairs, was, 
that your being in Peace, made the Aſſiſtance of that Family leſs neceſ- 
ſary to you than it had been: But pray conſider, was this Argument 
good, it would juſtify all Acts of Ingratitude to our Benefactors; the 


Moment one had got himſelf brought from a mean dependent State of 


L.ife, to an independent, he might excuſe the Neglect of his Patron the 


ſame way; but would not the World, and that juſtly, call ſuch a Perſon 


a Reproach to Humanity 2 Beſides, it is your Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
to give this Prince all the Power your Conſtitution allows of, 'T his would 
put an end to thoſe Factions, which make the great Men amongſt you 
have ſo many different Views, that the publick Intereſt muſt often run a 
Riſque of being neglected; it would make your Meaſures uniform, and 
conſequently render your Influence, in the Affairs of Europe, much more 
conſiderable. Has not this Family, for near two hundred Years, been 
ſacrificing their Lives, their Eſtates, their All, to make you a powerful 
State 2 And muſt it not give Joy and Pleaſure to every Dutchman, to 
do all the Honour in his Power to a Family, to whom you owe your 
Creation as a State, your Preſervation hitherto, and who muſt always. 
look upon you as their Children, and prefer your Safety and Happineſs 


to every other Conſideration in Life. You may, perhaps with reaſon, be 


jealous of other Folks in Power, but it's impothble you can, on the leaſt 
Reflection, be ſo of a Family who has more than once deſpiſed being So- 
vereign of your Country, when offer'd them by your Enemies, who had 


it in their Power to give them: No, it's impoſſible you can be ſo cor- 


rupt, as to forget the many Services of that glorious Family to your 


Country. A ſingle ungrateful Perſon ſometimes appears in. the World as 


a Monſter ; but a Nation void of Gratitude is ſcarce to be ſuppos'd as a 
thing poſſible. Hh ke 
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